
The Pastor’s Pen….  
 

Palm/Passion Sunday begins our Holy Week, the central and most 
important time of the year for us as Christian people. As the name  
implies, this Sunday has two main parts; the blessing and procession 
with palms as we commemorate Jesus’ joyful entry into Jerusalem at 
the beginning of the last week of His earthly life, and the solemn            
reading of the long passion Gospel, this year that of St. Mark. This 
Sunday sets the scene for all that is coming and begins a series of 
processions we will make together as we follow Jesus’ footsteps. We 
are being called to celebrate the passover events of Jesus’ life and 
ours with Him over these days, particularly on Holy Thursday evening 
at Christ the King Church, Graceville at 7.00pm; on Good Friday with 
the Solemn commemoration of the Lord’s Passion at St. Joseph’s Church, Corinda at 
3.00pm; and then next Saturday evening at St. Joseph’s for the great Easter Vigil 
commencing this year at 6.00pm, and the Masses of Resurrection/Easter Sunday 
scheduled for our Parish community. 
 

What follows is a reflection from Fr. Andrew Hamilton SJ on the destructive power of 
clericalism, an attitude and series of behaviours that afflicts us all, not just clerics/
clergy. This attitude certainly infected the leaders of the people in Jesus’ time and the 
crowds, too, who so quickly and easily turned from their Hosannas to cries for blood 
for the death of the Lord. I hope that the following reflection will get us to think about 
how we serve and lead others, a calling central to our discipleship, helping us to            
better conform our thinking and actions to the example of the self-giving, attentive 
and humble service modelled by Jesus Christ. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

“In the Catholic Church clericalism is now the whipping boy of choice. But what it                

embraces is less clear. It is a pejorative word, used by people of others but never of   

themselves, and is normally defined ostensively by reference to examples of it. We know 

who is a clericalist even if we are not sure what he/she is. So it is worth pausing to reflect 

on clericalism and its significance for church and society. Although clericalism is rarely 

defined, it is possible to reconstruct a perfect case of clericalism by enumerating the            

various attitudes and practices that critics find fault with. The perfect clericalist imagined 

always dresses formally in a style that identifies him clearly as a Catholic priest. He is 

also formal in address, addressing and speaking of other priests as father and bishops 

as my lord. He insists, too, that others address him as father or my lord. His pastoral             

relationships with laypeople are formal and asymmetrical. 
 

This asymmetry is based on a strongly hierarchical understanding of the Catholic Church 

in which authority and power are centralised in bishops and local power in the priest. 

Boundaries both within the Church and between the Church and the surrounding world 

are clearly marked out by clear and binding rules governing Catholic allegiance. It is the 

job of the priest to insist on and police them. 
 

The interest of the perfect clericalist is narrowly focused on the internal relationships, 

practices and customs of the Church, and particularly on the conduct of worship of which 

he sees himself as custodian. He shows little interest in the outside world except when he 

sees it intruding on the rights and freedom of the Church.             Continued over …….  
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When Psyche Mae featured in Project Compassion 2008, she was living in a squatter settlement, 

on the edge of a giant rubbish dump outside Manila in the Philippines. Her family was forced to 

pick through the rubbish to sell what they could to survive. 
 

In 2018, Psyche Mae is now a young social worker, achieving her dream of helping others struggling to leave 

poverty behind them – with plans to study a Master’s degree. 
 

Thanks to the support of individuals and Caritas Australia through Project Compassion, the Faithful              

Companions of Jesus (FCJ) program helps people like Psyche Mae to learn job and income-generating skills, 

encourages education, addresses health and runs programs that enable members to save money and take out 

small, low interest loans. It’s estimated around 5000 people are assisted directly or indirectly by this program. 
 

Psyche Mae’s mother is now a full-time sewer at home and her father works with the House Repair program, 

run by FCJ. Her brother, Franklin has graduated from tertiary education and is working in IT, while her other 

two brothers and her sister are studying hard. 
 

With their jobs and the help of a community savings plan – Psyche Mae’s entire family managed to lift              

themselves out of poverty and build a just future. 

The Pastor’s Pen continued….  
His conversational style is didactic. He does not easily engage in dialogue, and is more comfortable issuing authoritative judgments 

and final decisions. 
 

Common to these traits is the urge to control — to have self control, control in relationships, control over the beliefs and practices of 

his congregation, over the language of faith, and over boundaries. Such is the perfect clericalist — the sum of the qualities attributed 

to the accused by their critics. Some critics have tried to explain clericalism by psychological analysis of these traits. To my mind the 

attempt is misguided and unfair. The perfect case by definition does not represent the living people identified with it. In reality                  

people will display some of these traits and not others, and their life and behaviour will be as complex as the rest of us. Furthermore, 

the perfect clericalist is a construction of his/her critics. To try to psychoanalyse them is to do what many Catholics of an earlier  

generation did to Communists. By using such a method you would expect to identify both as psychopaths. But the psychopathy 

might just be your own.  
 

A more helpful form of reflection is to set the attitudes and behaviour of the perfect clericalist within a broader historical and cultural 

context. If you read popular English novels of early last century you will find the same formality of dress and address, the same   

deference to authority, the same assumption that people of a particular class and education have a right to judge and rule, the same 

didactic style of many people in positions of authority and the same insistence on boundaries.  
 

At a time when the Catholic Church was growing quickly, was relatively homogeneous in migrant origins, and marked by tight                 

social boundaries with other churches and more privileged groups of society, economic groups, and by an educational gap between 

the clergy, vowed religious men and women and the vast majority of their congregations, priests and other leaders with some of the 

qualities and attitudes attributed to the perfect clericalist could be reasonably viable provided they were also pastorally inclined. 

They had much in common with leaders of such other social groups such as judges, police, military, other churches and school  

teachers and principals. They could fit in a world of stable relationships and strong sense of community identity. But that world has 

gone, replaced by a more fragmented world of rapid technological and social change and an emphasis on flexibility based on                  

individual choice and of egalitarian instincts in dealing with it. Today, however, the boundaries between the Catholic Church and 

society are porous, its ability to win its young is largely lost, and it has foregone much of its moral authority through the sexual abuse 

of others, especially the vulnerable, by its members and its cover up by its leaders.  In such a world the attitudes and qualities                  

identified with clericalism are both odd and counterproductive. An inflexible formalism in dress and address, a strong emphasis on 

the boundaries between church and society, a non-consultative exercise of authority, a fussy preoccupation with rules and customs 

and a claim to wisdom founded in office and vocation are seen by Catholics and others as evidence of alienation and of unwarranted 

presumption. We might wonder, too, if they are consistent with Jesus' instructions to his disciples.  
 

But it is better to light candles than to curse the darkness. It is common to complain of the lack of strong leadership both in public 

life and in the Catholic Church. That comes in part because of the difficulty of reading the world we are entering and identifying 

good ways forward. In such circumstances we need good leaders at every level who will leave aside claims based on special 

knowledge, dignity of rank and difference from the people they serve. They will focus on consultation, on the claims of a common 

humanity and on the recognition of shared uncertainty, in order to identify the ground on which they stand and ways forward for all. 

And in their own demeanour they will shape symbols of a humble and shared endeavour. We should encourage them when we see 

them and demand them when we don't.” 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I look forward to seeing and celebrating the Lord’s passing-over with you in this holiest of weeks that lies before us.  
 

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP. 
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The Parish office will close at midday on Holy Thursday until 9am on Monday 9th April. In case of emergency please phone 3309 1400   



Ceremony time Date, Time and Location of Rehearsal 

Holy Thursday 

Evening Mass of the 

Lord’s Supper  

 

Christ The King 

7.00pm 

 

Wednesday 28/03/18 ~ Church for Rehearsal:  Christ the King  
7.00pm - Altar Servers, Oil Carriers (Oil of the Sick, Oil of Catechumens & the Holy Chrism), Oil Reader, Organist. 
7.15pm - First Reader, Second Reader, Prayer of the Faithful Reader & Book of Gospel Carrier. 
7.35pm - Three people having feet washed by Fr Mark, altar servers, selected people having feet washed at                      

washing of feet stations throughout church & washing of feet station organisers. 
7.50pm - People in Preparation of the Gifts Procession, Organist & Lead Cantor. 
8.10pm - Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Communion. 
8.20pm - Candle bearers for transfer of Eucharist to St Joseph’s Church & Extra-Ordinary Minister of Communion for 

transfer of Christ the King Ciborium to Vestry.  

Good Friday 

Celebration of the 

Passion of the Lord  

 

St Joseph’s  

3.00pm  

Friday 30/03/18 ~ Church for Rehearsal: St Joseph’s  
7.45am - Facilitators to set-up for rehearsal. 
8.00am - Readers for First Reading, Organist, Choir Conductor & Lead Cantor. 
8.15am - Readers for the Passion, Organist, Choir Conductor & Lead Cantor. 
8.40am - Reader for General Intercessions, Organist, Choir Conductor & Lead Cantor. 
8.50am - Cross bearer & Processional Candle Carriers, Organist, Choir Conductor & Lead Cantor. 
9.00am - Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Communion 

Holy Saturday 

The Easter Vigil in 

the Holy Night  

 

St Joseph’s 

6.00pm 

Saturday 31/03/18 ~ Church for Rehearsal: St Joseph’s  
10.30am - Paschal Candle Procession. 
10.30am - Altar Servers. 
10.40am - Ministers of the Word. 
11.00am - Book of the Gospels Procession (including incense people). 
11.15am - Procession of Water Jug. 
11.20am - Practice for Catechumen for Baptism and Candidates for Confirmation. 
11.45am - Practice for Preparation of Gifts. 
12.00noon - Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Communion. 

Easter Choir Rehearsals: are TODAY Sunday 25 March at St Joseph’s Church. Practice for Good Friday will be at 2pm until 
3pm. Practice for Holy Saturday will be held from 3pm to 4pm. Both at St Joseph’s Church. All parishioners are welcome to 
join the Choir for the celebration of the Easter Triduum. Contact Margaret Lawless on 0431 904 633.  
 

Students of woodwind, brass and strings: are also invited to join the music ministry team for the 8am Mass on Easter 
Morning. Rehearsals will take place at St Joseph's Church Monday 26 March, 6.45-7.45pm and Saturday 31 March 2-4pm. 
For further information contact Cathy Gleeson (3379 6919) or Elaine Keogh (3379 6272). 
 

Wednesday morning Mass: will be held at 9am at St Joseph’s Church as usual. 
 

Thursday 29 March is Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated at 7pm at Christ the King Graceville. 
There will be no morning Mass at St Joseph’s Corinda this Thursday morning.  
 

The Sacred Paschal Triduum: is ONE liturgical celebration that begins with the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 
Thursday, celebrates the Passion of Our Lord on Good Friday, reaches its high point at the Easter Vigil, and closes on Easter 
Sunday evening. The celebration of the Triduum is the culmination and core of the entire liturgical year.  
 

Holy Thursday - The Washing of Feet: One of the primary elements of the Evening Mass of the Lord’s  Supper is the ritual of 
the Washing of the Feet. This liturgical gesture ritualises the Christian ideal of a leadership of service. The ritual is not a                 
re-enactment of the Gospel. Having one’s feet washed is not a reward or honour. Washing another’s feet and allowing another 
to wash our feet is a powerful experience. It captures the real act of service involved in Christ getting down on his hands and 
knees and washing the filthy feet of his disciples. Any other gesture, like the washing of hands, does not even come close and 
is not encouraged. Washing of feet speaks powerfully of humility and self-sacrifice; hand washing was Pontius Pilate’s          
gesture. Therefore, come to the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper and be prepared to enter into this ritual. All will be invited 
to participate in the washing of the feet during the Mass. You can invite another to have their feet washed, or mutually agree to 
wash each other’s feet. COME BE PREPARED!  Wear shoes or sandals that are easy to take off.  
 

At the service of all: Holy Thursday Mass BRING YOUR PROJECT COMPASSION OFFERINGS AND PLACE IN THE 
BASKET at the front door of the church. This will be brought forward as our offering to those in need around the world. 
 

Good Friday: is a day of fast and abstinence from meat: Fasting from food applies to eighteen to fifty-nine year olds. To fast 
is to eat one full meal and no more than two smaller meals not equalling a second meal that day. Abstinence applies to       
everyone fourteen or older with no upper age limit.  
 

Stations of the Cross: will be held on Good Friday 30 March at 10am at Christ the King Church Graceville. 
 

The annual Good Friday Death Penalty Prayer Vigil: will also take place on Good Friday 30 March at noon at Christ the 
King Church. This is an opportunity to pray for those on Death Row throughout the world and for those who make the laws and 
are in a position to change such laws.  
 

Good Friday - Celebration of the Passion of the Lord: is the second part of the Sacred Paschal Triduum. The primary              
elements of the Celebration are the proclamation of the Passion, the Solemn Intercessions, the Adoration of the Holy Cross 
and Holy Communion. Jesus’ life-giving death is the focus in the proclamation of the Passion and the Adoration of the Holy 
Cross. The cross is an instrument of life. A variety of gestures of adoration are encouraged, including kissing, touching and 
genuflecting. From the end of the celebration through Holy Saturday the church is a "shrine" for the Holy Cross.     
 

Resurrection Party: Following the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday 31 March, the Parish will gather to celebrate the ‘Risen 
Lord’. All Parishioners are invited to attend this supper. YOU ARE ASKED TO BRING A PLATE TO SHARE AT THE        
SUPPER. Please contact the parish office and let us know what you are bringing so we can make sure of our catering.  

Easter Triduum Rehearsals: 
Please note these times in  
your diaries. If you have any 
questions, please contact 
Mary O’Dea on  
maryodea3@bigpond.com    
or 0417 191 395  
(after 7pm please). 
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We pray for the good health, strength   and healing of all our sick. 
We  remember all of our parishioners living in aged care facilities 
 

May those who have died recently rest in peace: Tom Robbins, 
Maria Rego, Fr Joseph Wilson OP, Kevin Barrington, Assunta 
Barbaro 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time:  
Brian Kelly, Adele Zeglio, Carolina Botto, Andrew McCarthy,           
Anthony Brady, Sandra Scantlebury, David Radford, Philip 
Lynch, Burt Peterson, Beryl Bright, Veronica Howard, Carmelina 
Pietrobon, Kathryn Salmon. 

 

We remember in prayer:  Giuseppe Danieli 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 

Monday 8.30 am  St Joseph’s – Liturgy of the Word 

Wednesday 8.30 am  St Joseph’s – Mass 

THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM 

Thursday (Thursday of the Lord’s Supper) 

7.00 pm Christ the King – Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

8.45 pm Christ the King – Night Prayer of the Church 

Friday (Friday of the Passion of the Lord) 

10.00 am Christ the King – Stations of the Cross Devotions 

12 midday Christ the King - Prayer Vigil for those on Death Row 

3.00 pm St Joseph’s – Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 

Sunday (Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord) 

Saturday 
6.00 pm St Joseph’s – The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night Mass 

Sunday 
8.00 am St Joseph’s – Mass 

9.30 am Christ the King – Mass 

6.00 pm Christ the King – Mass 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Saturday 5.00 pm – 5.30 pm St Joseph’s 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated  
by appointment on the following Sunday’s of the month 

2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s 
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King 

All enquiries to the Parish Office 

PRAYER GROUPS 

Wednesday 9.00 am Gospel Discussion Group (m. 0404 675 152) 

Friday 7.30 pm Community of the Risen Lord 
 Catholic Charismatic Prayer Group 
 Christ the King Church, Graceville 
 Praise, Worship, Adoration & Message 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUPS 

Tuesday 5.30 pm 34 Mortlake Rd, Graceville (ph. 3379 2581) 

Thursday 9.00 am 34 Mortlake Rd, Graceville (ph. 3379 2581)   

LITURGICAL CALENDAR  
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church) 

HOLY WEEK 

SUN, 25 MAR PALM SUNDAY of the PASSION of the LORD 
Entrance: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16 

Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1 - 15:47 

MON, 26 MAR Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11 

TUE, 27 MAR Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 

WED, 28 MAR Is 50:4-9; Mt 26:14-25 

THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM 
THU, 29 MAR THURSDAY of the LORD’S SUPPER 

  Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
  Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15 

FRI, 30 MAR FRIDAY of the PASSION of the LORD 
  Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 

  Is 52:13 - 53:12; Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-9;  
  Jn 18:1 - 19:42 

SAT, 31 MAR HOLY SATURDAY 

SUN, 1 APR EASTER SUNDAY of the  

RESURRECTION of the LORD 
  Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 

  Gen 1:1 - 2:2; Gen 22:1-18; 
  Ex 14:15 - 15:1; Is 54:5-14; Is 55:1-11;  

  Baruch 3:9-15, 32 - 4:4; Ezek 36:16-28;  
  Rom 6:3-11; Mk 16:1-7 

  Day  Acts 10:34, 37-43; Col 3:1-4 or  
  1 Cor 5:6-8; Jn 20:1-9 or Mk 16:1-7 or,  

  at an evening Mass, Lk 24:13-15 

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES 

GATHERING: "PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION" 

Refrain: 

 

 

Coda after final time: 

 
 

"HAIL, REDEEMER, KING DIVINE" 

Refrain: Angels, saints and nations, sing: 

  “Praised be Jesus Christ our King; 

  Lord of life, earth, sky and sea, 

  King of love on Calvary.” 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: "PSALM 22: MY GOD, MY GOD" 

My God, my God, O, why have you abandoned me? 
 

LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: "MASS SHALOM" 

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!                                                        

Praise and honour, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

RESPONSE TO THE PASSION: "GLORY IN THE CROSS" 

Let us ever glory in the cross of Christ,  

our salvation and our hope. 

Let us bow in homage to the Lord of Life,  

who was broken to make us whole. 

There is no greater love, as blessed as this:  

to lay down one’s life for a friend. 

Let us ever glory in the cross of Christ  

and the triumph of God’s great love. 

Accommodation is needed in the Hervey Bay area for one of our 

young parishioners. A young lady of Corinda Graceville Parish 

has commenced work in Hervey Bay and is currently on a                

contract for the next three to six months. She requires                         

accommodation (would be happy with a room / unit / house).  If 

you can assist or know of any contacts in Hervey Bay, please 

phone Leanne on 0423 549 628. 


