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The Pastor’s Pen….
Beginning our Lenten Sundays for this year each reading has a lot to offer to us. The
Noah story concerns the re-creation of the Earth and the human family after the
corruption brought about by human arrogance and sinful pride. Forget about the Ark
and the animals which so fascinates people of a fundamentalist bent, focusing instead
on the promise God made to the Noah family, their descendants, and all of creation.
This covenant was limited, but important as a forerunner to those that were to follow;
never again would God let the Earth and all that lives upon it be destroyed by the waters
of a great flood. The rainbow is the permanent sign of this promise and covenant.
Now, a word or two about covenants; Jesus came to establish a New Covenant, one
that would absorb and go beyond the covenant between God, Moses and the people
that was established on Mt. Sinai. Remember that this was a great covenant (we call
it the Old Testament or covenant), but also one of several that God made with God’s
people. The first was between the man (Adam) and the woman (Eve) in the paradisal
garden. Then came the one we heard about between God, Noah and all of their
descendants who came through the flood which was a type of re-birth; then the
covenant between God, Abraham and his descendants; next came the covenant with
David and his descendants, and several more besides these. All of these were
initiated by God and were based on our faith (trust/confidence) in God’s goodness
and providential care. All of them held out to humanity and creation the hope of a
better, redeemed future. All of them were broken by people who did not live up to
their side of the deal. Finally, as I mentioned earlier, God sent Jesus, the incarnation
of God with, amongst and for us. We hold that He established the New and Everlasting (unbreakable) covenant between God, humanity and creation, sealing this
pact with His self-giving for us and for all on the Cross.
St. Mark’s Gospel text takes us back to the very beginning. Just after His
baptism in the Jordan River at the hands of John the Baptist (or Baptiser)
Jesus was taken (driven) by the Spirit into the Judaean wilderness for a
lengthy time of discernment and prayer. In this place of solitude
He was deeply tempted and tested by Satan, choosing to trust in
God as represented by the Angels who cared for Him. St. Mark,
unlike Sts. Matthew and Luke, doesn’t go into the details of the
temptations Jesus faced and overcame. He simply wants his
readers (us) to know that Jesus went through what we all go through,
coming out the other side by virtue of His trust in God’s goodness. It was only after
this testing time, and after the Baptist was arrested by King Herod, that Jesus began
His public ministry of preaching, healing, freeing, forgiving and teaching. This is the
way the New and Ever-lasting covenant began to take shape in human history.
The reading from the First Letter of St. Peter makes these connections clear. Jesus
Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross, His substitution for us and His total unselfish
disregard for His own well being, sealed the New covenant. We enter into this
covenant through our Baptism, a re-birth like the re-birth and re-creation that
followed the great flood which washed away and destroyed one sinful state,
replacing it with a cleansed and entirely new way of being. Moreover, the reading
says that our faith is in Jesus Christ Risen from the grip of death, proved thereby to
be God’s anointed Christ, the source and eternal fountain of our salvation.
One way for us to think about Lent is that it is our yearly chance to take
serious and meaningful time to reflect and pray about our relationship with and
honest engagement in the New covenant of Jesus. Are we living every day in
Christ, open and responsive to God’s grace, as best as we possibly can? Are we
listening to the Holy Spirit or to other voices/spirits? Are we being re-born a little more
every day into the image of Jesus Himself or making Him over into our own image?
Are we becoming more like the Lord, more self-giving and disinterested for ourselves,
thinking of the good of others instead? Do we express our Christ-like loving care and
compassion for others by our generous giving to the poor and needy through means
like Project Compassion? Are we more committed to our Church and our local Corinda
Graceville Catholic Parish in its worship, community life and in its many ministries
and avenues of service? In a nutshell, are we becoming more deeply baptised,
realising the power and potential of this sacrament in our daily living? Or are we just
drifting through our active Christian years watching them as they whittle away?
Lent is the right time for us to ask ourselves and others these sorts of questions,
trusting God and the Holy Spirit to lead us to the truth that sets us free. Fr. Mark

Janaki is a young entrepreneur from Nepal, who has turned her life around. Growing up in a world
of poverty and disadvantage, coupled with a forced marriage at the age of 12, she was in a very
vulnerable position. Even more so when her husband died just two years into their marriage. She’s
now running her own successful sewing business and has become an inspirational community leader.
In 2015, Janaki joined a youth club formed by Caritas Australia partners, Caritas Nepal and the Ekata
Foundation Surkhet, as part of the Children and Youth Empowerment Program which provides youth
with job skills and income-generating projects. She took a loan from the youth club to purchase her
first sewing machine.
Two years on, Janaki has 11 sewing machines and is running her own business, teaching others and is
considered a community role model.
“I’m happy that I’m motivating and teaching other people as well. I appreciate all those respected
peoples of Australia who are supporting this wise cause, with your help, women who experience
domestic violence and who are financially vulnerable are getting new hope in their life which I think is very generous and kind. I thank you
from bottom of my heart." Janaki.
CORINDA GRACEVILLE SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM ~ COMPULSORY PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
for the preparation and celebration of the Sacraments in our Parish 2018.
Who is eligible? A Baptised child aged 8 or older at any time this year is eligible to prepare for and celebrate his/her
Confirmation. A Baptised and Confirmed child aged 9 or older at any time this year is eligible to prepare for and celebrate his/
her First Communion. Please Note: If you decide to proceed you will need to furnish a Baptism certificate for your child later in
the process. Have one ready, please.
What do we do? If your child is eligible and you want him/her to prepare for either of these Sacraments you MUST attend the
Parent Information Evening. This evening will explain what we are offering this year, and begin to gather some information.
When and where is it going to be held? The Parent Information evening (approximately 45 minutes long) will be at Christ
the King Church, Graceville on Thursday, 22nd February, commencing at 7.00pm sharp. If you DO NOT attend this evening
and sign on as you arrive, your child will not be able to prepare for or celebrate these Sacraments this year in our Parish.
What happens next? After this Parent Meeting it's over to you to decide if you wish to enrol your child (or not) in this year’s
programme. ALL enrolments will close on 10th March, no exceptions. This is to be fair to all who have made the effort to come
and find out about this year’s programme, and to allow good planning for the best possible experience for the children and
families who do opt into this year’s programme.
What if we can’t make it or want to delay until some other time? This is NOT a problem, as only a minimum age is given
by the Archdiocese of Brisbane for the Sacramental eligibility, not a maximum. A family and child can easily delay until
another time and/or year when the next Information Evening and Preparation Programme is offered. Sometimes, if your family
and/or your child are not ready for this process of preparation, for any reason, delaying is a good move to make so that you
can all get the best from what the Parish offers to you and your child.
Who do I contact about any part or all of this year’s Preparation Programme? Our Parish Sacramental Co-ordinator,
Melissa, either in person or by email. sc.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au
Sr Damian Philben OLSH: Passed away last Saturday morning at Kensington Sydney. Sr Damian was
baptised in St Joseph’s Church in 1927. After entering the Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Sr
Damian worked in Papua New Guinea for 45 years teaching and administering in all levels of education
(primary, secondary and tertiary). Sr Damian “retired” to Corinda Convent and for many years was
involved in numerous parish ministries. In her long “retirement” Sister’s great love was her ministry with
Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral Care in Fortitude Valley, where she was much loved for her gentle and
caring ministry. To God we give thanks for the blessings bestowed upon Sr Damian in this life: for her
teaching, ministering, work, and friendship. May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be Everywhere Loved!
LENTEN ACTIVITIES:
•
Project Compassion / Caritas: “For a Just Future”. This year Project Compassion celebrates a just future for all, in
conjunction with the Year of Youth. The world looks to the young to be reassured that the Father’s mercy has an
ever-youthful face! Envelope packs and money boxes are available at the doors of each church and near the
Sanctuary of each church.
•
Lenten Program: “Blessed and Broken”: Lenten groups commenced meeting last week. 110 parishioners are
meeting together in groups throughout Lent to pray, share and reflect. If you still wish to be part of a group, please
speak to Malia Mar or contact Michael at the parish the office.
•
Lenten Gospel Reflections: pray and reflect on the Sunday Gospels using your Lectio Divina. Copies of the 2018
edition which cost $5 are now running out, however there are now also a limited number of the 2015 edition of Lectio
Divina available at the church doors. These books are still based on the same Scriptures of Lent for the Year B cycle.
Please take a copy.
•
Stations of the Cross: at St Joseph’s every Friday night of Lent at 7pm.
•
Lenten Fast: is a regular activity during Lent. Fridays have been the traditional day. You could adjust the day on which
you fast, to work in with your family and life-style. The point is to ‘fast’ to make you hunger for God.
Announcing the new Corinda Graceville Arts and Crafts Club: A meeting of arty and crafty folks to ply their talents, to
learn new skills and of course to have a cuppa! Bring your ideas and something you’re working on to an interest meeting on
Wednesday 28th February at 10am in the Parish Centre, Graceville. Cuppa will be provided, and if you need transport,
please contact the Parish Office. You can speak to Aileen Potts, Patrice Gillespie, Rachel Carr or Teresa Lo.

This Weekend in the Parish
Children’s Liturgy of the Word at 8am Mass
Hospitality at St Joseph’s after 8am Mass
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
8am today at St Joseph’s
9.30am on Sunday 25th February at Christ the King
Catholic Women’s League Cent Auction
10am Tuesday 20th February - Parish Centre Graceville
All welcome to join in the fun!
The Friends and Neighbours Anointing Mass and
morning tea will be held at St Joseph's Church on

Wednesday 21st February at 10am.
If anyone would like transport please ring
Maureen Doherty on 3375 4483. All welcome.
Alpha continues Wednesday 21st February
at the Parish Office Corinda. All Welcome
Phone Peter on 0407 671 559 or Lyn 0407 144 033.
Sacraments of Initiation for Children:

Compulsory Parent Information Night
7pm Thursday 22nd February at Christ the King Church
“After Alpha” continues for 2017 participants
7pm Thursday 22nd February - Parish Office
Parish Choir Rehearsal
7.30pm on Thursday 22nd February at St Joseph’s.
We particularly seek more male singers for the choir.
The Choir will be singing at the 6pm Mass at St Joseph’s on
Saturday 24th January.
Phone Margaret Lawless on 0431 904 633
St Vincent De Paul Meeting
8am Friday 23rd February - Parish Office Corinda
PARISH YOUTH GROUP
FOR HIGH SCHOOL AGED STUDENTS
Friday 23rd February 6.30pm - 8.30pm. Dinner included!
The Parish Youth Group (Years 7 to 12) meets every
Friday night of the School Term at St Joseph’s Hall, Corinda.
Contact Kate Simpson, Lorna Mar or Malia Mar or contact
3379 1534 or pv.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
7pm FRIDAY 23rd FEBRUARY
AT ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH

Working Bee
St Joseph’s Church Gardens
9.30am to 11am Saturday 24th February
Please bring hat, gloves, sunscreen, water and any tools you
may think will come in handy! Consider it a good Lenten
discipline. Please help to make our church grounds beautiful
for Easter! Speak to Malia Mar or contact the parish office.
Arts and Crafts Club
Bring your ideas and something you’re working on to an
interest meeting on Wednesday 28th February at 10am in
the Parish Centre, Graceville.
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Parent Retreat
“How to help your child understand the Mass”
7pm Wednesday 28th February
19 Randolph St, Graceville (Parish Centre / Atrium)
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
7pm Thursday 1st March - Parish Office Corinda
MOTHERS WITH CHILDREN MORNING TEA
Held every Friday fortnight of the School Term in the
Children’s Liturgy Room, Corinda, (entry via Parish Car Park).
The next gathering is at 9.30am on Friday 2nd March.
Contact Malia Mar on 3379 1534 or at
pv.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au
World Day of Prayer Celebrations: in our neighbourhood
are being hosted by St John’s Lutheran Church, corner
Oxley Road and Clewley St, (opposite St Joseph’s). The
service will commence at 10am on Friday 2nd March, and
be followed by a morning tea. This year, the service has been
prepared by people in Suriname, a former Dutch colony in the
north east of South America. Suriname has a fascinating mix
of cultures amongst its population, and the service gives a
voice to these cultures. This prayer service will be celebrated
around the world on that day – please be part of it.
Liturgy Team Meeting
10am Saturday 3rd March - Parish Office Corinda
Alpha Kitchen Helpers: are needed to help with our new
Alpha course on Wednesday evenings. We require a few
people to heat up meals and prepare salads for about 18-20
people. Food will be provided, we just need help to feed our
guests. Approximately two hours required per session.
Helpers are welcome to stay on and participate in the course
if they wish. Please call Lyn Vickerson if you can assist on
0407 144 033.

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Ryan Armstrong, Imogen Atkins, Joanne Baines, Assunta Barbaro, Glenn
Barry, Michael Bathersby, Fleur Bennell, June Burton, Marcia-Grace Byriel, Trevor Butler, Alan Carr, Cathy Cleary, Gabrielle
Crowley, Joan Crowley, Jane Dalgarno, Jack Dennis, Anne-Marie Deschamps, Peter Doyle, June Duncan, Bonnie Edwards,
Thomas Emmett, Betty Ferguson, Ross Ferguson, Joy Follent, Nash Giles, Ida Handy, Margaret Hanley, Irene Hannon, Shirley
Harris, Sylvia Hartigan, Maelisa Hartley, Judy Hawkins, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Carolyn Hughes, Donna Jones, Monica Lampe,
Kheuk Li Lian, Marie Loughland, Rosario Macapanton, Craig MacDonald, Lucy Madry, Coralie McCormack, Alana McDonald, John
McGuire, Julene Montgomery, Aline Montocchio, Maureen Orr, Luke O’Reilly, Taavi Orupold, Margaret Owen, Emma Parer, Mark
Parer, Mary-Pat Parer, Naomi Parer, Helen Penchinko, Br Luke Quinn cfc, Julian Rokolla, Anne Seymour, Keith Shand, Brian
Sheehan, Christopher Skipper, Louise Thornton, Bev Trenear, Rebecca Wallace, Genevieve Waters, Nikki Widdowson, Colleen
Williams-Kee, Frank Zubeldia, OLSH Sisters Valerian, Bernadetta & Eleanor. We remember especially all of our parishioners living
in aged care facilities
May those who have died recently rest in peace: Sr Damian Philben OLSH, John Muir, Ann Sellars, Stan Winter, John Ahearn
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Son van Vu, Mervyn Kalinowski, Julian Burton, Madonna McCarthy,
Jim Cahill, Sima Sulaimani, Jean Wheatland, Mary Kent

Lenten Prayer Cards

WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Monday

8.30 am

St Joseph’s – Liturgy of the Word

Wednesday 10.00 am St Joseph’s
– Mass with Anointing of the Sick
(Friends and Neighbours Mass & Morning Tea)
Thursday

9.00 am

St Joseph’s – Mass

Friday

9.30 am

Christ the King – Mass

Saturday

8.00 am

St Joseph’s – Prayer of the Church

SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday

6.00 pm

St Joseph’s

Sunday

8.00 am
9.30 am
6.00 pm

St Joseph’s
Christ the King
Christ the King

DEVOTIONS
Friday

7.00 pm

St Joseph’s - Stations of the Cross

Saturday

5.00 pm – 5.30 pm St Joseph’s

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated
by appointment on the following Sunday’s of the month
2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King
All enquiries to the Parish Office

PRAYER GROUPS
Wednesday 9.00 am

Gospel Reflection Group (ph. 3878 2414)

Friday

Community of the Risen Lord
Catholic Charismatic Prayer Group
Christ the King Church, Graceville

7.30 pm

Praise, Worship, Adoration & Message

The parish has purchased a set of prayer
cards for parishioners to take home each
Sunday of Lent.
There will be a different card for each of
the six Sunday’s of Lent, which will be
available for free at the church doors.
Each weekly card has a quote from the
Sunday Gospel, a prayer and a beautiful
image that speaks of the Sunday Gospel.
The Rite of Election in the Archdiocese of
Brisbane will be celebrated in the
Cathedral of St Stephen this weekend, on
the First Sunday of Lent, 18th February, at
3pm. Please pray for all who are journeying
towards Full Communion at Easter, particularly the nine
Candidates and one Catechumen within our Parish.

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES
GATHERING: "BEYOND THE DAYS"
Refrain: Beyond the days of hope and myst’ry
we see a light of faith renewed,
and in our longing we thirst for guidance
to walk with you day by day.
Final:
to walk with you day by day.
1. Forty days and nights, you guide the steps of our journey.
May your presence be felt in the whisper of your voice.
2. Not on bread alone are we to walk on this journey.
Speak the words that give life to the yearnings of our hearts.

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUPS
Tuesday

5.30 pm

34 Mortlake Rd, Graceville (ph. 3379 2581)

Thursday

9.00 am

34 Mortlake Rd, Graceville (ph. 3379 2581)

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
"PSALM 25: YOUR WAYS, O LORD"
Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth
to those who keep your commands.
LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: "MASS SHALOM"

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church)

SUN, 18 FEB
MON, 19 FEB
TUE, 20 FEB
WED, 21 FEB

FIRST WEEK OF LENT
FIRST SUNDAY of LENT
Gen 9:8-15; 1 Pet 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15
Lev 19:1-2, 11-18; Mk 25:31-46
Is 55:10-11; Mk 6:7-15
St Peter Damian, bishop, doctor of the church
- Optional Memorial

THU, 22 FEB
FRI, 23 FEB
SAT, 24 FEB
SUN, 25 FEB

Jonah 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32
The Chair of St Peter, apostle - Feast
1 Pet 5:1-4; Mt 16:13-19
St Polycarp, bishop, martyr - Optional Memorial
Ezek 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26
Deut 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48
SECOND WEEK OF LENT
SECOND SUNDAY of LENT
Gen 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18; Rom 8:31-34;
Mk 9:2-10

18 Clewley St, Corinda Qld 4075

P (07) 3379 1534

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
"Beyond the Days" Words and Music: © 1997, Ricky Manalo, CSP. Published by OCP.
"Psalm 25: To You, O Lord / Your Ways, O Lord" Words: © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL.
Music: © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc.
"Mass Shalom" Words: Lenten Gospel Acclamation from the English Translation of Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL. Music: © 1977 and 2002: Colin D. Smith, and adaptations to
revised music 2010: Paul Mason. Administered by Liturgical Song and Willow Publishing. All
rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-640186.

LITURGY SNIPPET: The Cross
No other sign so clearly symbolises Christianity as the cross. As
crucifixion was the cruellest means used by the Romans to execute
criminals, it symbolised hatred, despair and pain.
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead meant that the cross became a
symbol of victory over death and salvation from sin. The cross is,
therefore, a central object in our liturgy, especially during Lent. The
cross stands prominent on the sanctuary in both of our churches. It
will lead the procession of palms on Palm Sunday and be adored on
Good Friday.
(Source: Liturgy Lines – Liturgy Brisbane)
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