
The Pastor’s Pen….  
At my Ordination over 33 years ago I chose the Gospel we hear this weekend for the 
occasion. I chose it because it spoke to me then, and it still does all of these years 
later. The late Archbishop Rush flew from Brisbane to Maryborough to preside at my 
Ordination in St. Mary’s Church and I can recall his resonant voice speaking about 
these words immediately prior to Ordaining me in that ceremony.  
 

The motto picked by me for the small booklets printed was; ‘Model your life on the 
mystery of the Lord’s Cross’. These words are spoken by the presiding Bishop to the 
just Ordained new Priest as he receives the gifts of bread and wine from the people, 
gifts that will become for all the Body and Blood of Christ after the consecration of the 
Mass. They remind us that the many grains of wheat have to be ground and baked to 
make the bread and the many grapes crushed and fermented to make the wine.  
Similarly, we have to be ground and baked, crushed and fermented by life and at 
God’s gracious hands before we can be transformed into the Lord for others. 
 

This is the heart and symbolism of our Eucharist and of our entire Christian lives, 
spoken about symbolically in John’s Gospel. God is the vine owner and grower, our 
Creator and Redeemer. God trims and prunes the dead and deathly parts of us away 
making space for new buds and branches. The dead bits that hampered this are  
tossed onto the fire and burnt to ashes. Only the living and fruitful branches are  
wanted by the vinedresser.  
 

Into this imagery Jesus places Himself. He is like the vine itself 
and like the sap running up and through these branches,                
running through us, carrying the life and nourishment to us. All 
of this aims at producing from the branches the grapes for              
eating and drinking, for making and offering to others sweet 
nourishment and joyful times. 
 

Cut off from the vine, the branches deprived of life and sap, 
wither away and soon die. They are good for nothing after this 
and are tossed away. Why is it that so many cut ourselves off 
from Christ when we most need Him? I’ve seen this time and 
time again after the death of a loved one, when people are             
under stress, when families break down and when they feel they’ve failed in some 
way or are full of guilt, be it real or imagined. They withdraw from the very person, 
Christ, and from the very community, our Church, and its sacraments of grace, when 
they could most benefit from their help and strength.  
 

Stress, pressure, grief and loss, breakdowns of one sort or another, sins and guilts; 
these are the very crisis moments that crush and grind, bake and ferment us, opening 
the door to a new life and a fresh way forwards. They come to us all in one way or 
another and they can be our springboards into Christ and His people, the Church at a 
deeper level rather than letting them triumph as moments of defeat, withdrawal and 
disengagement. Of course, it goes without saying that we can only grasp these                
turning points as being turning points, not defeats, if we have faith and trust and have 
learnt to see ourselves as God’s beloved sons and daughters especially during these 
sorts of experiences. If we have this sort of faith and fortitude then we will cling to the 
Lord even more, praying more fervently, trusting more thoroughly and thereby make 
the transition from what was to what will be.  
 

Ultimately, this is what our dying and death is all about. It begins now with our many 
small and not so small sacrifices of self for others, letting go of our wishes for the well 
being of others. This is the very definition of love and of being loving. It reaches               
culmination in our last letting go of our life itself on this earth so that we can transition 
into everlasting life with the Lord, becoming transformed into Him. This is the living 
out of the Pascal Mystery of Christ in us, the living practice of the Eucharist we                   
celebrate. 
 

So, stick whatever is dealt up through with Christ, the vine and the life giving sap, 
staying as close to Him and to His people as we possibly can. He’ll then remain in us 
and us in Him, so that what happened to Him happens to us and where He has gone 
we, too, can follow in out time and turn. 
 

Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord, and my branches will bear much 
fruit.                
      Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP. 
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Happy Holiday! Blessings and best wishes to Fr Mark as he departs for his long overdue annual leave for the month of May. 
We pray that Fr Mark will have a relaxing, rejuvenating and blessed holiday. 
 
Thank you: to Fr Paul Mercieca CP and Fr Pancras Jordan OP who will celebrate our weekend Eucharist with us while Fr 
Mark is in leave. Fr Paul will celebrate the evening Masses on the Saturday and Sunday nights throughout May, and Fr Pan 
will celebrate both of the Sunday morning Masses each weekend. 
 
Weekday Liturgies of the Word with Communion: Liturgies will continue at the normal times throughout May, being lay-led 
Liturgies of the Word with distribution of Communion. Please continue to engage in the prayer life of the parish by being       
present at the weekday liturgies. Times and locations are: 
 Monday 8.30am at St Joseph’s 
 Wednesday 9am at St Joseph’s  
 Thursday 9am at St Joseph’s 
 Friday 9.30am at Christ the King 
 
Saturday Morning Prayer of the Church: Each Saturday morning, the Prayer of the Church is prayed in honour of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, followed by the praying of the Rosary. This takes place at St Joseph’s Church at 8am every Saturday. As  
May is traditionally the month of Mary, this would be a wonderful way for you to enter into the prayer life of the Church, pray 
the Rosary with others, and honour Mary in her special month! 
 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: are just about to start the new term and the 3-6 year old numbers are growing. The              
Catechesis is opening a new morning group on a Monday as the Thursday group is full. With a new group we always start 
small with approximately four children to settle them into the sacredness of this special place and to be able to give full              
attention to each child. So we have three! Is there anyone else who would like their child to join in this new group! Starting with 
an hour session on Monday 30th April. Catechists will be Christine Da Costa and Michelle Loh. Let the Catechesis know if you 
want to join. Email delsorte@bigpond.net.au or phone the atrium on 3379 8635. 
 
In God’s Embrace: June Duncan recently passed away and her funeral is to be held at St Joseph’s Church on Thursday 3rd 
May at 11am. June lived in Oxley and was greatly involved in the St Vincent de Paul Society.  June was a very kind and 
prayerful lady. Her gentle kindness will be missed. “In Baptism June received the Light of Christ. This Light guided her through 
her life. May Christ, the eternal light, welcome June into His Kingdom of everlasting peace and love.” Funeral Mass. The              
sympathy and prayers of the parish are offered to June’s family at this time of loss. 
 

Rest in Peace: Mary Green, a parishioner at St Joseph’s for 60 years, Mary died on Friday 20th April and her Funeral Mass 
was celebrated at St Joseph’s Church last Thursday morning. Mary and her husband John (dec’d) raised their seven children 
here in the parish. “O God, whose nature is always to forgive and to show mercy, we humbly implore you for your              
servant Mary, whom you have called to journey to you, and, since she hoped and believed in you, grant that she may be led to 
our true homeland to delight in its everlasting joys.” Collect Funeral Mass. The prayers and sympathy of the parish are with all 
of Mary’s family.  
 

In God’s Care: Dorothy Fitzgerald. Long time Graceville resident and parishioner Dorothy Fitzgerald also passed away             
recently and her funeral was celebrated at Christ the King on Friday 20th April. Parishioners offer Dorothy's husband Gerard, 
and her daughters Alexandra and Caitlin our prayers and sympathy upon the loss of their wife and mother. “Eternal rest grant 
unto Dorothy, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace.” 
 
Book Club: Last Friday, fourteen Parish book enthusiasts were 
privileged to spend the afternoon with authors Rhonda                             
Collard-Spratt and Jackie Ferro as they shared Aunty Rhonda’s 
story. With tears and laughter, music and conversation, we                           
celebrated her amazing life.  Despite the many tragic events, and 
the blatant discrimination that Rhonda has faced, she remains a 
positive person, and a wonderful role model for the young                      
indigenous girls she mentors. The range of her talents, and the 
ways she has used them, impressed all of us.  We left, reflecting 
on a life well-lived despite adversity. We were delighted to learn 
that both Rhonda and Jackie also enjoyed the afternoon. Next 
meeting of the parish book club will be at 2pm on Friday 15th 
June. 
 
Congratulations: to Miriam Little, one of our parish Altar Servers. At the recent National Special Olympics in Adelaide, Miriam 
competed in four swimming events, and won one Silver and three Bronze medals. Well done Miriam! 

 
Seminary Prayer Calendars: This year Holy Spirit Seminary welcomed seven young 
men to commence their journey to priesthood, making a total of 22 seminarians currently 
studying for Queensland. It takes both faith and courage for these young men to make the 
decision to discern a life of service. Yet it is not a journey they can complete on their own. 
We are asked to support the Seminarians in prayer. Please take a 2018 Seminary Prayer 
Calendar home with you this weekend and follow the prayer intentions mapped out for 
each day of the month. The calendars can be found in the Perspex stands at the doors of 
the church. 



The next ART and CRAFT gathering will be 
Wednesday 9th May 9:30am-11:30am at the 
Parish Centre, 19 Randolph St Graceville. It 
is held every 2nd and 4th Wednesday, even 
during school holidays. All welcome!  
 

As the St Joseph’s Fete fast approaches we 
are calling all crafty people to help. If you are 
able to assist by donating any finished craft 
items and/or craft materials we would be most  
grateful. If you enjoy being creative (or know   
someone who does) but are not sure what is 
needed feel free to contact us to discuss. Any assistance is 
gratefully accepted. Please contact Kym Potts 0439 776 887 
or at potts.family@optusnet.com.au  or Prue Gall 0411 484 
920 or at pcgall83@gmail.com      

 

Alpha 3 starts 23rd May.  
Q. I’ve been coming to Mass all my life, why do I 
need to do Alpha? 
A. Alpha has the uncanny ability to meet people at what level 
of spirituality they are at. So it’s suitable for your unchurched 
or lapsed Catholic friends and family. It’s also eminently                
suitable for lifelong Catholics who feel that they would like a 
boost to their faith.  
 

No churchy jargon, no judgement, and GREAT FOOD. The 
food on our last course was rated 5.8 out of 5 !! 
 

Check it out, the worst thing that can happen is you’ll meet 
some great people and you’ll need to go to weight watchers 
afterwards.  
 

Call Peter 0407 671 559 or Lyn 0407 144 033 to book. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Society:  
Vincentian Festival and Expo for all ages. 

Everyone's invited! Families, friends, individuals, young 
adults. This is a parishioners’ event. Come and see and             
celebrate the variety of ways St Vincent de Paul Society            
assists people in need. Presentations and displays with               
plenty of time to catch up over afternoon tea.  
Sunday 29 April 1.00 to 4.30pm Twelve Apostles Hall,  
111 Yallambee Road, Jindalee. RSVP Friday 27th April  
and 
Sunday 6 May 1.00 to 4.30pm Parish Centre                 
19 Randolph Street, Graceville. RSVP                
Friday 4th May  
Contact Laura on 3716 1200 or 0417 062 818 
or laura.morrison@svdpqld.org.au  
 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting has been CANCELLED 
for May. Please disregard notice in last week’s newsletter. 

The next Parish Council will be held at   
7pm on Thursday 7th June at the Parish Office Corinda 

 
Liturgy Team Meeting has been CANCELLED for May. 

Please disregard notice in last week’s newsletter. 
The next Liturgy Team Meeting will be held at   

10am on Saturday 2nd June at the Parish Office Corinda 
 

All primary school aged children are invited to 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

which alternates between the two churches each 
Sunday morning of the school term.  

St Joseph’s 8am Mass on Sunday 29th April 
Christ the King 9.30am Mass on Sunday 6th May  

 
Catholic Women’s League  

9.30am Tuesday 1st May - Parish Centre Graceville  
All welcome 

 
Parish Choir Rehearsal 

7.30pm on Thursday 3rd May at Christ the King Church. 
New members are always welcome. 

Phone Margaret Lawless on 0431 904 633 
 

St Vincent De Paul Meeting 
8am Friday 4th May - Parish Office Corinda 

 
 

MOTHERS WITH CHILDREN MORNING TEA 
NIXON PARK, OXLEY RD, OXLEY 

9.30AM FRIDAY 4TH MAY 
All Mums with young children are invited to come along 

to enjoy some fun in the park in the sunshine! 
If the weather on Friday is not suitable to meet in the park, 
then the group will meet in the Children’s Liturgy Room at 

Corinda, as usual. If you wish to join the group contact              
Malia Mar 3379 1534 / corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au  

 
PARISH YOUTH GROUP 

FOR HIGH SCHOOL AGED STUDENTS 
Friday 4th May, from 6.30pm to 8.30pm  

at St Joseph’s Hall, Corinda. Dinner included  
If you wish to involve your children, or wish to volunteer to 

help out in any way, please speak to Kate Simpson,                        
Lorna Mar or Malia Mar or contact 3379 1534 or 

pv.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of:  Ryan Armstrong, Imogen Atkins, Joanne Baines, Glenn  Barry, Michael             
Bathersby, Fleur Bennell, Marcia-Grace Byriel, Trevor Butler, Alan Carr, Cathy Cleary, Jane Dalgarno, Emma Danieli, Jack Dennis, 
Anne-Marie Deschamps, Peter Doyle, Bonnie Edwards, Betty Ferguson, Ross Ferguson, Nash Giles, Irene Hannon, Sayako Hattori, 
Judy Hawkins, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Carolyn Hughes, Donna Jones, Colleen Kimmins, Norma Kirsopp, Monica Lampe, Kheuk Li 
Lian, Marie Loughland, Rosario Macapanton, Craig MacDonald, Lucy Madry, Coralie McCormack, Alana McDonald, Mary McKenna, 
Margaret Mealy, Julene Montgomery, Aline Montocchio, Terry O’Donnell, Maureen Orr, Luke O’Reilly, Taavi Orupold, Margaret             
Owen, Emma Parer, Mark Parer, Naomi Parer, Helen Penchinko, Br Luke Quinn cfc, Julian Rokolla, Theresa Sarrell, Anne Sey-
mour, Keith Shand, Brian Sheehan, Christopher Skipper, Louise Thornton, Margaret Toomey, Bev Trenear, Rebecca Wallace, Gen-
evieve Waters, Margaret White, Colleen Williams-Kee, Frank Zubeldia, OLSH Sisters Valerian, Bernadetta & Eleanor. We remember                    
especially all of our parishioners living in aged care facilities 
 

May those who have died recently rest in peace:  Mary Green, Shirley Harris, June Duncan, Rachael Shirley, Dorothy Fitzgerald, 
Mary Smith, Desmond Ryan 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Nicholas Carpenter, Frank Doherty, Joseph Cook, Christopher Cain, 
Darryl Lynch, Hardial Gill, Peter Foster, Jill Horrocks, Laurie Pattison, Ivan Carmichael, Kevin Lynch 
 

Special intention for:  Nick Smargiassi 
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WEEKDAY LITURGIES 

Monday 8.30 am St Joseph’s – Lit of Word with Communion 

Wednesday  9.00 am  St Joseph’s – Lit of Word with Communion 

Thursday  9.00 am St Joseph’s – Lit of Word with Communion 

Friday 9.30 am Christ the King – Lit of Word w Communion 

Saturday 8.00 am St Joseph’s – Prayer of the Church 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday 6.00 pm St Joseph’s 

Sunday 8.00 am St Joseph’s 
 9.30 am Christ the King 

 6.00 pm Christ the King 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Saturday 5.00 pm – 5.30 pm St Joseph’s 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated  

by appointment on the following Sunday’s of the month 

2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s 

4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King 

All enquiries to the Parish Office 

PRAYER GROUPS 

Wednesday 9.00 am Gospel Reflection Group (ph. 3878 2414) 

Friday 7.30 pm Community of the Risen Lord 

 Catholic Charismatic Prayer Group 
 Christ the King Church, Graceville 
 Praise, Worship, Adoration & Message 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUPS 

Tuesday 5.30 pm 34 Mortlake Rd, Graceville (ph. 3379 2581) 

Thursday 9.00 am 34 Mortlake Rd, Graceville (ph. 3379 2581)                                                                                                                              

LITURGICAL CALENDAR  
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church) 

FIFTH WEEK OF EASTER 

SUN, 29 APR FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
Acts 9:26-31; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8 

MON, 30 APR St Pius V, pope - Optional Memorial 
Acts 14:5-18; Jn 14:21-26 

TUE, 1 MAY Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31 or 
St Joseph the Worker - Optional Memorial 
Gen 1:26 - 2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24;  

Mt 13:54-58 

WED, 2 MAY St Athanasius, bishop, doctor of the church  
- Memorial 
Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8 
(Alt. 1 Jn 5:1-5; Mt 10:22-25) 

THU, 3 MAY Sts Philip and James, apostles - Feast 
1 Cor 15:1-8; Jn 14:6-14 

FRI, 4 MAY Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17 

SAT, 5 MAY Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21 

SIXTH WEEK OF EASTER 

SUN, 6 MAY SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 1 Jn 4:7-10;  
Jn 15:9-17 

 

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

"Sing a New Song" Words: Based on Psalm 98:1, 4-6, Dan Schutte. Music: Dan Schutte. 

© 1972, OCP Publications.  

"If We Have Died to Ourselves in Jesus" Words and Music: Mass of Creation, Marty Haugen, 

© 1984, 1985, GIA Publications, Inc. 

"Psalm 22: I Will Praise You, Lord" Text Refrain trans.: Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 

1997, ICEL. Music: Michel Guimont, © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. 

"Table Song" Words and Music: David Haas, © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc.   

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-640186. 

 

"Alleluia for the Easter Season" Tune: O FILII ET FILIAE; Chant, Mode II; Airs sur les 

hymnes sacrez, odes et noels, 1623. Public Domain. 

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES 

GATHERING: "SING A NEW SONG" 

Refrain: Sing a new song unto the Lord; 

Let your song be sung from mountains high. 

Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing alleluia. 

1. Shout with gladness! Dance for joy! 

O come before the Lord. 

And play for Him on glad tambourines, 

And let your trumpet sound.  

2. Rise, O children, from your sleep; 

Your Saviour now has come. 

He has turned your sorrow to joy, 

And filled your soul with song.  

3. Glad my soul for I have seen 

The glory of the Lord. 

The trumpet sounds; the dead shall be raised. 

I know my Saviour lives.  

 

SPRINKLING RITE:  

"IF WE HAVE DIED TO OURSELVES IN JESUS" 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  

"PSALM 22: I WILL PRAISE YOU, LORD" 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

"ALLELUIA FOR THE EASTER SEASON" 

 
 

COMMUNION: "TABLE SONG" 

Refrain: We are the body of Christ, broken and poured out,  

 promise of life from death, we are the body of Christ. 

1. Is not the bread of life we break / a sharing in the life of God? 

Is not the cup of peace out-poured / the blood of Christ? 

2. How shall we make a return to God, for goodness un-surpassing?  

This saving cup we shall hold high, and call out God’s name! 

3. Unless a grain of wheat shall fall / upon the earth, it shall remain  

a single grain; but if it dies, it will come to life! 

4. Come taste and see the goodness, the wonders of the risen one!  

Come bless our God, in all things, let praise be our song! 


