Homily. 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year. C. 22/23 February 2025.
We're listening to Jesus deliver his Sermon on the plain as found in St.
Luke’s gospel. It's much shorter than St. Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount
and while there are similarities there are distinct differences too. We get

to hear this teaching over 3 weekends, this being the 2nd part.

Beginning last weekend some stark contrasts were laid out for us,
choices between the way of life or of death, the ways of blessings or of
woes. Think of them as being like those audible lines we see and hear at
the edges of busy highways. Begin to cross them and we’re alerted that
on one side we are on the edge of hurting ourselves and others, or on the

other side that we're entering a space of conversion to new life.

Today, in this 2nd section of Jesus sermon, he asks us to focus on the
middle of the road, the place were we spend most of our time negotiating
heavy traffic or all kinds coming behind, beside, before and against us.
How are we, his sisters and brothers, supposed to deal with all of these
people and groups with their differing values, beliefs and behaviours?
Jesus proposes a high standard; That we are to be as compassionate to
others as our loving God and Father is to all, even to the wicked and
ungrateful. We’re taught the ‘Golden Rule’ of kindness; That we are to

treat others as we’d like to be treated if we were in their shoes.

Three key words emerge from Jesus speech, begging to be grown within
us by grace; empathy, generosity and mercy. These values, like the rules
of the road, are given to guide us on the highway of our daily living.

Always challenging to apply, yet they remain our way of living in Christ.



