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When we go up a mountain we go into a special space, a place that is 

usually cooler and which gives us a wider and clearer view. I’ve been up 

mountains that have unique rainforest and views over the Tweed River 

and Cairns, up other mountains that have ancient ruins like those  in Peru 

and Israel. Even when I was a child we’d drive as a family from 

Maryborough to Hervey Bay for the day climbing up Ghost Hill and from 

the top see the shimmering blue waters of the Bay all laid out before us. 

 

Jesus had given some hard, truthful but necessary teaching to his 

disciples before he took three of them up the Transfiguration mountain. 

They’d thought that he was leading them to Jerusalem where he would 

begin a revolt, chase the Romans out of Israel, take over the leadership 

of the nation and bring about God’s law and rule. They’d also thought that 

they were going to get a share in this glory and power for themselves. 

Knowing that this wasn’t how things would play out Jesus told them that 

he was going to be rejected, punished and crucified in Jerusalem and 

then only after that rise again. The disciples couldn’t even wrap there 

heads around this message so far was it from what they expected to 

happen.  

 

So, Jesus then took Peter, James and John with him up the mountain to 

pray and to help them see more clearly and widely as He saw and as God 

sees. Moses representing the Laws of God and Elijah all the words of the 

Prophets appeared with Jesus and were talking to him as he shone 

brightly in God’s pure light. The disciples were amazed  and dazzled by 

what they were witnessing. Then, as if out of nowhere, a dark cloud 



covered them in shadow and they were frightened half to death. Finally, 

from the cloud they heard a voice, God’s voice speaking to them, telling 

them that the Jesus they thought that they knew was really and truly 

God’s Chosen One and Son and that they must to listen to him. 

 

This is a new commandment, just as important the commandment Jesus 

taught that we are to love God and love and serve each other. After all, if 

we don’t listen to and learn from what Jesus did and said then how can 

we ever hope to love God and each other and become more like him? 

Prayer is like this; Jesus and us talking and listening to each other, being 

comfortable, open and honest with each other, paying attention to what 

we think, feel and want and what Jesus thinks, feels and wants for us. 

 

It took a long time for the 3 disciples to understand what had happened 

on the mountain top and what was said and meant by what they saw and 

heard there. Likewise, it can take us a while to understand what God is 

saying and offering to us, but it’s essential that we stick at it and don’t 

give up. Why? Well, because without God’s words and guidance we’ll get 

confused and lost in life and end up badly hurting ourselves and others. 

So, the message we have to listen to here is to never give up on praying 

and talking and listening to Jesus because he will help us find the best 

way forward and also because, since he he God’s Chosen One, he’ll 

never ever give up on us. 


