
        Homily. 3rd Sunday in Lent. Year. C. 22/23 March 2025. 

 

I won’t be talking much about the Gospel because I’ve written extensively 

about it in my Pastor’s Pen. Instead I want us to focus on the exciting and 

pivotal 1st reading taken from the early chapters of the Book of Exodus. 

 

Moses story is well known but it bears a quick refresher. He was bornin 

Egypt of Hebrew parents at a time when out of fear Pharaoh had decreed 

the death of the 1st born Hebrew children. Placed in a basket his mother 

sent him down the river Nile in hope someone would find and care for him 

which Pharaoh’s daughter did, He was then raised as an Egyptian in the 

Royal household. As a young adult Moses discovered that he was of 

Hebrew stock. This caused him a great deal of confusion and soul 

searching. One day he saw an Egyptian strike out at a Hebrew slave. 

Moses reacted angrily hitting and killing the Egyptian. In fear of his crime 

being discovered Moses left Egypt for Midian, the land around the Gulf of 

Aqaba in North Western Saudi Arabia. There he married a daughter of 

Jethro and settled down with that family and its pastoral business. 

 

This brings us back to our story, one of momentous change in Moses life 

and in the history of the world.. Others had heard and listened to God 

such as Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Issac and Jacob, but Moses 

was the one who ended up having the closest relationship with God, an 

intimate friendship. God does pick strange friends, even people like us.  

 

Alone and minding his father-in laws business he saw a bush on fire but 

not being burnt. With natural curiosity Moses when to inspect what was 

going on. God interrupted this by speaking Moses name and telling him 
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that he was on holy, sacred ground which sacred him. Then God 

announced 3 things; That God was very well aware of the cries and 

prayers of his suffering people in Egypt and was going to deliver then out 

of slavey and lead them to a new and better land; That God had picked 

Moses to be the one to lead this liberation and guide the Hebrew people; 

and that God had a name ‘I Am who I Am’ the strangest in all of history. 

 

All of this tells us that God is ever mindful of our situation, that we are 

never abandoned despite what we may think or feel, that God’s aim is our 

good, our freedom and betterment and that if we want to know who the ‘I 

Am’ God is then we’ll learn this by what God does for us. After all, if 

someone told us that their name is I am who I am, we’d think of this as a 

kind of invitation to get to know them better learning who they really were 

by what they said and did for us which was and is exactly God’s point. 

 

Now God’s name and identity has become more personal and intimate for 

us in the person of Jesus, the Saviour of the world. We have seen and 

heard what he did and still can as he continues his liberating mission for 

and in us. Our faith in Jesus, the Christ of God, invites us into daily 

intimacy with God through him. Our church and Eucharist is a special and 

particular time of communion with the Lord and one another, our ever-

burning bush. I hope that we remember this now in celebrating this Mass. 


