Homily. 4th Sunday in Lent. Year. C. 29/30 March 2025.

Similar to the 3rd Sunday in Advent, Gaudete Sunday, the 4th Sunday in
Lent has a special name. It’s called Laetare Sunday, a Latin word
meaning Rejoice. The ancient idea behind this naming convention is that
in the midst of times and Seasons of penance, prayerful refection, self-
denial and thoughtful works of charity we are to never forget that as
Christians we always live in and under the light of Christ’s resurrection.
Whatever sacrifices we make and penances we undertake we must

remember that Jesus Christ has triumphed and won the victory for us.

What makes us rejoice this weekend is the lavishly generous, prodigal
love of God for all of us; good and bad, obedient and disobedient, faithful
and profligate alike. Neither son in the great parable really understood
this about the father, who represents God. People, such as the Pharisees
and Scribes, didn’t understand or accept this welcoming, generous love in
Jesus either and truth be told many of us still struggle to accept and

understand God’s unconditional accepting merciful love for us today.

A married friend with a family once said to me: There’s nothing a parent
won’t do to help their child. In the course of my 40 years of ministry | have
seen this sacrificing and generosity time and time again in families. It's
also a mark of a good Priest and Church minister to sacrifice their wishes
for others well-being, in other words to do the loving service without

counting up personal costs or getting resentful over sacrifices made.

Another reason to rejoice today is that this parable shows how much God

respects us and our free choices. The younger son wished his father



dead when he demanded his inheritance before the man had even died.
The father gave it to him, giving the other half to the older son. He
probably knew that the young fellow would blow it all but still let him have
his way while waiting patiently for him to come back home. When this
happened all that Dad cared about was that he had got him back safe

and sound, something worth celebrating.

Not so for the older son who boiled with resentment over such kindness,
a gift from the father that he thought had to be earned and deserved.
Surely, it was the father’s choice how kind and generous he was, for his
forgiving act of acceptance cost the older fellow nothing. All that he had to

do was to enter into the joy and the party which he angrily refused to do.

Jesus mixed, ate with and welcomed sinners and law breakers because
he knew this was an offer of loving, healing grace, a chance to repent
and be accepted once again by God, which rejection and declaring
someone ‘dead to you’ can never offer or achieve. In St. Paul’'s words it's
this loving gift that makes us into a new creation. It’s all God’s work for us,

an ongoing work of which even the very best of us are ever in need.

So then, let’s Laetare, let’s rejoice today, for we can taste and see that
the Lord is good indeed, while being mindful to practice and share what

we are celebrating and receiving as a gift from our loving Father and God.



