Homily. 5th Sunday in Lent. Year. C. 5/6 April 2025.

This business of hurling rocks and stones at others has a long history in
the Middle East, a history that continues almost daily as we can see on
the news. The fact is however that this behaviour isn’t unique to one part
of the world. We've also seen it in Ireland, England, the United States and
even here in Australia, a desire almost universal to throw whatever is
near at hand at our perceived enemies, at those who threaten us, our way

of living or our beliefs and values.

The Jews were disempowered by their Roman occupiers from taking this
damaging and deadly course. This was something Jesus knew to be the
case when the influential Pharisees and learned Scribes of the Jewish
law dragged the woman caught in the ver act of adultery before him. He
also knew that the old law of Moses permitted such ‘summary’ treatment.
The Jewish hierarchy thought that this time they had him in a Catch 22;
Would he support what the revered law of Moses and of his people
prescribed, or would he side with the thinking and power of the pagan
occupying Roman forces? His yes to stoning her would put him against

Rome and his no would put him against God’s law and his own people.

No one knows what Jesus wrote on the ground, but we do know that it
was a tactic to de-escalate the temperature of the moment. We also know
from John’s gospel what Jesus said; Let the one among you without sin
be the first to throw a stone at her. Gradually then, one by one, they all
walked away leaving only the woman and Jesus himself in the scene.
This story took my mind back to the last Sundays of Ordinary Time, now 5

or 6 weeks ago, when in Luke’s gospel we heard Jesus teach, saying: Do



not judge and you will not be judged yourselves; Do not condemn and
you will not be condemned: Be compassionate as God your Father is
compassionate to all and finally, Take the great big plank out of your own
eye first before you dare take the splinter out of your sister or brothers
eye. We can evaluate others behaviours and opinions certainly, but

publicly condemning someone is another, much more serious matter.

What we do see in Jesus is courageous action to defend this shamed
woman and real, deep compassion for her situation. He didn'’t interrogate
her to find out why she committed adultery, nor did he dig into the ‘dirty
laundry’ of her life. Instead he simply stated that since no one who
wanted her condemned is left standing, then neither did he condemn her,
directing her to go freely on her way and to sin no more. His medicine for
her is mercy and his words, heard and understood correctly, offer her a

chance to start afresh free of shame and guilt.

Some of our greatest gifts are to be found in the daily readings and the
wonderful prayers of the Mass. These ancient prayers have been special
to our Catholic people for centuries and we are blessed to have them
preserved in our Roman Missal. Here’s the Prayer over the Offerings from
the 3rd Lenten Sunday that’s spoken to me this year and | believe it's well
worth pondering; Be pleased, O Lord, with these sacrificial offerings and
grant that we who beseech your pardon for our own sins may take great

care to forgive our neighbour. Enough said | think, and perfectly so.



