Homily. Good Friday. Solemn Commemoration. 18/04/2025.

The weekend just past we listened to these words in the 2nd reading from
St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians; His state was divine, yet Christ did not
cling to his equality with God but emptied himself out to assume the
condition of a slave, and becoming as we are he was humbler yet, even

to accepting death, death on a cross.

This stunning message, easily skipped over in the busy events of Palm-
Passion Sunday, tells us in unequivocal terms that Jesus is Divine, that
he came to us from God, that he became one of us in every way, that he
spared nothing, emptying himself out of everything, even accepting an
unjust, cruel death on a cross used for executing criminals. He did all of
this emptying out of himself willingly so as to help and save us. This is
love, the type of love that isn’t just mere words and talk, instead being

love that is real, living, active and earth shakeingly powerful.

It's true that this day makes us face the frailty and mortality of our human
condition, but most of us know this fact already, even if we remain very
uncomfortable about it. More importantly, Good Friday is about God,
about the Divinity of God and the lengths that God has gone to and still
goes to in order to love us into life. In short we are reminded again that
God has always been and will forever be dying out of love of us and our
world until what Jesus accomplished on the dead wood of cross

transforms into living green tree for us, whose leaves will never fade.

In what now follows; our prayerful intercessions for the Church and the

world, our veneration of the cross and our reception of Communion



consecrated from last nights Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper,
we are saying our Amen, our Yes, | believe, to God’s loving of us through

the self-offering and emptying our of Jesus, our Saviour.

May our acceptance of this live-giving grace-gift here this afternoon
deepen our faith in our Lord, granting us the healing and life God wills.
Then, made strong and whole through the broken body and spilt blood of
the humblest of all, may we be empowered to share Christ’s love, mercy

and empathy with others day by day until God’s Kingdom comes.



