Homily. Easter Vigil Mass. 19th April 2025.

The discovery at the break of dawn of empty tomb and the discarded
grave cloths left the women and later, Peter, dumbstruck, amazed and
confused. This isn’t the way things are sup[posed to be, death being so
final and entombment being such a respectful last act. Yet this is what
they found that Sunday morning, the first day of the week and the first day
of a new calendar and age. Even the angels message reminding them of

what Jesus had said, while comforting, wasn’t yet certainty enough.

Remember though, this was at first dawn and that the Sun had much
more rising to go and much more light to shine on their minds and hearts.
In fact, this Sun continues its rising with the light of the Risen Son of man

and God today, shining ever brighter on us as we journey through life.

Such is God’s love, as seen on the Calvary Cross, dying to love us so
very much that we might be awakened and brought fully alive. In the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ what we are witnessing is the depth of this
love, so strong and powerful that even our frail, mortal bodies are to be
saved, transformed and brought into eternity. With God, nothing of us or
good in us is ever futile or wasted; all of it is caught up in the process of

being redeemed and summoned by Divine love into a new way of living.

The Resurrection story begins here and it continues over the Easter
Season, just like our own resurrection goes on every day that we live by
faith’s light, breathing in the Spirit’s air with its power and hope.

We can see this for ourselves when we baptise Max into Christ, then

Confirm him along with Allan, Wesley, Ryan, Carly, Eva and Lydia.



Finally, after much waiting and preparation, we’ll lead them for their first

time to the Eucharistic feast of life here with us at the Lord’s table.

This is new life for us, new companions with us on the journey, a breaking
of resurrection dawn and its promise upon us in our own community.
What we have to hold onto, now and always, is the immense regard God
has for our humanity, proved by the lengths of love God goes to so as to
draw every molecule of us from death into life. For, if this is how much
God loves us as we are, how highly then we must ensure respect and

regard for ourselves and each other as the light of Son breaks upon us.



