
          Homily. The Ascension of the Lord. Year. C. 31/5-1/6/2025. 
 

We're lucky this year because we have the best readings to celebrate the 

Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord. Saint Luke tells us the story of 

Jesus Ascension in both his gospel and his Acts of the Apostles.These 

readings give us the fullest picture of what took place when Jesus was 

taken from our sight and placed the right hand of God in glory. 

 

During my recent holiday I spent several weeks with Mum celebrating her 

birthday and Mother's Day and offering her my support and help. As 

some of you know, Mum has been losing her sight for a number of years. 

Over the past 18 months her sight has now almost completely vanished. 

One day when we were sitting down at home for lunch Mum said to me; 

You know Mark, I can't really see you any more. All that I can see of you 

is just a shadow so I don't know what you look like.Please tell me 

something about your appearance, like what’s colour is your hair? In reply 

I said to her that my hair had gone grey. Mum then asked me if it was 

white and snowy like her hair and that of her grandmother or if it was 

more like her mothers, salt and peppery, to which I said; Mine is more like 

my your Mum’s, a salt and pepper colour and so her enquiries continued. 

 

This got me to thinking about today's Feast. We can't see Jesus in the 

flesh any more. In a way we've all become like my Mother and just like 

her we have to ask Jesus what he's like. In the same way as Mum did we 

have to listen to what he tells us about himself. Helping us in this we have 

his words in the gospels and scriptures and in the witness and words of 

other faith-filled people. We also have his words spoken to us in the 

depths of our hearts and consciences, informed by the teachings and 



prayers of our Church. Not only this but we can also know Jesus by what 

he does for us just as my Mum now knows me by what I say and do for 

her and for others. Today we get to see and know Jesus today at work in 

the lives of the people of faith around us. We also see and experience 

Jesus in the sacraments and many ministries of community of faith and 

through the works and deeds of people of goodwill. 

 

Still, there is one big difference between Mum and me and Jesus and us. 

I sit at home across the table from Mum but Jesus has made his home in 

our hearts. Mum and I speak to each other it's too distinct individuals but 

Jesus speaks to us and even speaks through us in a communion of love, 

and service. After his Ascension the disciples were instructed to go back 

to the city of Jerusalem and await the coming of the Holy Spirit clothing 

them with Power from on High. My Mum's loss of sight of me is a physical 

hurdle to be overcome, but Jesus taken from our sight is a gift opening an 

opportunity for him to intimately unite us with himself and with God. 

 

Finally then, the message to us is the same one given by the two men in 

white to the disciples; Don't stand around wasting your time staring up 

into the emptiness of the sky. Jesus will return in the same way you saw 

him go. Rather, await the coming of the Lord’s Holy Spirit, becoming him 

by saying and doing for others as he has said and done for us all. 

 

 
 


