Homily. Pentecost Sunday. Year. C. 7/8 June 2025.

The Holy Spirit; Tongues of flaming fire, the light and energy of Christ
burning within us; A heart, open and overflowing with love for us and for
the world; Or a dove, warm, gentle and kind, a symbol of peace and
reconciliation. These are a few of the traditional images we have which try
to tell us that the Holy Spirit of God is our friend, our advocate, our guide

and inspiration in the living out of our Christian lives.

Now, I'd like to offer another more modern image to you. Most of us are
familiar with smart phones, iPads and computers. We carry them with us
and use them every day at home, at work and in School. They’re just cold
slabs of glass, metal, circuits and plastic, good for paper weights unless
they have 4 essential things; some power from a plug or battery, an

operating system, an internet link and someone to make use of them.

We're like these phones, iPads and computers. We need the current of
life running through us so that we can live. God gives us this life-power
and our families and society try to look after this gift. But, we need more
than to just be alive and survive. We want meaning and direction and

purpose for our lives because we have dreams, hopes and goals.

For people like us who believe in Jesus Christ and his good-news way He
is our operating system, our inbuilt programme. He’s the one who makes

us active and useful. When we turn him on and focus on him He’s the one
who wakes us up making us really bright and full of potential.

Yet, as we all know, times and people, our society and the whole world is

always changing. God knows this about us, too, and has given us our



own Christian internet of faith. This gift keeps us always up to date. It's
our own inner world wide web that can teach, inform, guide and direct our
daily lives. This is the Holy Spirit who is wanting to help us so that the
decisions we make and the directions we choose are right ones, in-sync
with God and with what is truly good for us and for others. Moreover, this

holy internet never fails or goes down. It's eternally awake and running.

Lastly, we've got to remember that like our devices, it's you and me who
have to turn them on, changing them from paper weights into tools. It’s
we who have to choose to activate the Jesus Christ operating system for
living. It's our decision to make sure that we keep connected to our inner
Holy Spirit internet so that we are up to date in following Jesus way. For
you see, we have God living in us and like any gift God’s waiting for us to

say Thank-you, unbox it, read the instructions and then put it to good use.



