Homily. Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul. 28/29 June 2025.

The importance of Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles, Martyrs and Saints, is
such that our Church honours them every year on this date. When the
29th June coincides with a weekend their feast day takes precedent over
the Ordinary Sunday prayers and readings. Most interestingly for us, they
are honoured together even though they were very different characters in
life. A quick read through of what I’'ve shared with you in the Pastor’s Pen
makes clear their very different backgrounds, personalities and vision.
What united them, however, is more essential and vital. There’ s a lesson
in this for all,of us regarding our own cooperation with necessary changes

and our tolerance of differences.

St. Paul offered through his life witness and writings and still offers much
to teach and guide us in our daily Christian lives and values. There’s no
getting away from it though, that Paul was a steadfast believer and a
stubborn reformer. If what he believed and understood to be true and
flowing from the Holy Spirit required change then look out, because he

was going to fight for it.

This reached a climax in what we call the first Council of the Church held
in Jerusalem in the year 50AD. After much discussion, prayer and some
heat Paul’s vision prevailed over that of James and to a degree that of
Peter. This decision, detailed in the Acts of the Apostles in Paul’s letters,
meant that anyone who came to faith in Jesus Christ and his message
could become a Christian, without first needing to become a Jew.

This decision allowed the Christian faith freedom to spread across the

world, not letting it get trapped as a sect or breakaway group of the Jews.



Forever since we take this as normal, but without the Jerusalem Council
and Paul’s tireless advocacy it wouldn’t have happened, most of us
wouldn’t be here nor would our world and society be what it is. This
principle enshrined even from its earliest decades is that the Church is
always needing reform and renewal; that attentive to the Holy Spirit we

must adapt to our times in the service of the gospel and mission in Christ.

Peter beings another perspective, a balance, a bridge. He witnessed to,
and through our leadership he still does, to the principle of unity in our
diversity. No matter how great our differences may be unity must be
maintained, for if it is lost then so is the gospel message and so are we.
While the Spirit of the Lord urges us to be contemporary and relevant to
our times, equally it calls us to do so as one body. What unites us, our
shared faith in Jesus our friend, saviour and Lord, is always greater and
more powerful than our differences. Without unity of faith in our service

and love then any innovation we try is lost, mere pointless tinkering.

These two principles; our need for ongoing reform and renewal and unity
in our rich diversity, come from the Apostles Peter and Paul who both
ended up in Rome and in different ways shared a common martyrdom for
their faith. Upholding in our beliefs, words and practices these key two
principles, always with the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit, is by far
the best way that we can render honour to Sts. Peter and Paul, the two

Apostles and Martyrs commemorated by our Universal Church today.



