
 

 

       Homily. 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year. C. 5-6 July 2025.  

 

If we take Jesus at his word then in one sense our Christian mission is 

scary. Sent out like lambs among wolves; Going forth each day as 

pilgrims stripped of spare resources such as a purse or wallet, backpack 

and even shoes; Left reliant on the welcome and charity of strangers for 

food and lodging. It doesn’t read like a comfort class travel to me, more 

like one of those backpacking trips for the young and adventurous. 

 

Of course there’s another angle to this. We will have a purpose in our 

lives, a meaning for being here. We’ll have a few companions going on 

the trek with us. Providence will provide for us in surprising, happy ways 

and since our mission is one of hope, healing and peace, joy will come. 

Most Importantly, the Lord who commissions and sends us out to do his 

work has given us power to bring his Good-news to those we serve. 

 

St. Paul described our mission as being crucified to the world and the 

world being crucified to us. He added that this was so because the 

crucified Lord Jesus Christ had chosen to be nailed to him. This means 

that our strength in service flows from Jesus who has forever nailed on to 

us his own mission and destiny. It’s his power and mission that we live, 

practice and share and in this work he is eternally fixed with and to us. 

 

There are many pressing needs and hopes in our society calling for our 

help, our gifts, the healing and wisdom of the Good-news that we carry. 

We can’t do everything everywhere anymore than Jesus could, nor are 

we expected to. We have to consider where we can make our offering 



 

 

and who will welcome us. Our indigenous First Nations peoples, the focus 

of this Sunday, have for decades been seeking to welcome us to their 

table and converse with us. It’s true to say that we’ve made attempts to sit 

with our sisters and brothers in the past, some efforts being better and 

more respectful than others.  

 

Now, with the Archdiocese, our Parish Leadership Team is moving 

quickly to initiate the Reconciliation Action Plan or RAP. When it 

commences here I hope that many of us will join in as much and as best 

we’re able. This is because it’s a fact that there can be no lasting peace, 

no enduring joy, without respectful listening, understanding and justice. 

To this shared welcoming table our First Peoples will bring their many 

gifts and deep wisdom as we offer up ourselves in their service. 

 

This is the pattern of the Eucharist, is it not?. We offer our lives and 

service to God, our time, hearts, talents and resources, represented by 

our presence here and in the bread and wine. In return, by the work of the 

Holy Spirit, we receive the best gift of all, God’s self and grace-life in the 

sacrament of the Lord. Living out this exchange is both our call into the 

mission of Christ and our strength for doing it day by day. It’s true to say 

that this isn’t always easy, but it’s also true that this is our joyful adventure 

of faith. This is our mission from and in Christ, one that transforms us into 

a new creation as much as it’s also capable of transforming others and 

that’s reason enough for us to rejoice and give thanks to God today. 


