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Parables are stories that pack a punch. Sometimes it can be a gentle 

push in the right direction, at other times it’s more like a smack in the 

face. A little heads-up here; Whenever you’re listening to or reading a 

parable and can’t find the punch in it then you know that you’re missing 

something and that you need to listen deeper and read more deeply. 

 

On the face of it the famous story of the Good Samaritan is about a caring 

and compassionate person helping someone in trouble, with the moral 

being that we should do the same. It is this, but if that’s all there is to it 

then we could stop here and get on with something else. But, where’s the 

punch in this?   

 

As always, we’ve got to start with the scene; A scholar of the Jewish Law 

who set out to confront and upset Jesus, asking what he had to do so as 

to inherit eternal life? To this Jesus told him to look at what he, in his area 

of expertise, read and knew. In reply the Lawyer quoted the great central 

commandment of his sacred scriptures and faith, namely, wholehearted 

love of God and the commitment to serve his neighbours as he would 

wish to be served and helped. You’re right, said Jesus. Do this and you’ll 

be fine. End of story? Well, not by a long shot. 

 

Put in his place for asking Jesus a silly question to which he already knew 

the answer the Lawyer, ego bruised, now felt that he needed to justify 

himself before those listening in, so he put his next question; And just 

who is my neighbour, Jesus? Here it comes! The nameless man travelling 



 

 

down the road from Jerusalem to Jericho means that he could be you or 

me, anybody, therefore everybody. Attacked, robbed and left for dead by 

the roadside the Jerusalem Temple Priest and Levite Temple attendant 

coming by saw and chose avoid the man, but why? The answer is that 

having just been purified by their legal religious rituals they didn’t want to 

get their hands so quickly dirty and become religiously impure. In short, 

their ritual purity before God was more sacred to them than the meaning 

of their religion itself; love of God shown in service to and help of others. 

Here Jesus named an hypocrisy wherein the laws of God can be used to 

negate the very meaning of God’s will. We have to be alert to this 

hypocrisy alive I us even today. 

 

Now, enter the Samaritan, or in a current context for us, a Palestinian; 

despised, persecuted and treated with contempt by the dominant culture. 

He saw, as the Priest and Levite had, but he chose to act, doing with 

much generosity what they wouldn’t do. Moreover, he continued to care 

and pay for the welfare of the wounded man beyond the basics of a first 

responder. This is the big punch in the parable; it’s the enemy who turns 

out being good, while those presumed good turn out to be far from so. 

 

Jesus wanted to Lawyer to understand this, as he wants us to take this to 

heart today. Eternal life is assured by doing the core will of God, what 

religion and rituals really mean, not by ticking off legalistic boxes. He also 

wants us to wake up and realise that the ones who do the good are the 

divine, not always the same persons as the ones doing the words and 

talk, for like books, the hearts and holiness of people are often too 

wrongly judged by their cover. 



 

 

 

 

 


