Homily. 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year. C. 23/24 August 2025.

The question about ‘will only a few be saved’ was really about whether
the questioner would be saved and about just how narrow was God’s
salvation? For the longest time we thought that only Christians could be
saved. This eventually led to some strange, even very destructive
practices, all aimed at getting, even forcing people to believe in Christ and
be Baptised. Then, after the Reformation, now some 500 years ago, this
view point got even narrower with the belief emerging that only Catholics
and good, practicing Catholic at that, could be saved. The upshot was
that many people lived daily in fear of damnation, were often judging
others righteousness or lack thereof and acted to isolate themselves in a
fortress-like Church, ever fearing contamination from a godless world.
Meanwhile, the age of discovery was unfolding opening up new oceans,
continents and islands, new peoples, cultures and faiths. The disconnect
between these Christian and Catholic beliefs and practices and the

emerging reality of human diversity grew ever wider and more farcical.

In Jesus time and culture the Jewish people had their own version of
special selection by God, and sadly some Jewish people still do, with their
own grades or tiers of holy righteousness in God’s eyes. How was Jesus
to explain that this isn’t so, while at the same time clarifying that salvation
is God’s gift to us and not something that we humans can plot out, put
into neat little boxes and presume to control? Well, as we’ve heard He

used the idea of doorways, of entry points into God’s reign and banquet.



Jesus taught that the Master, God, is in control of the doorway and that
God alone decides who gets into the Kingdom feast and who is shut
outside. He called those who believe in him and his message to walk on
the narrow path. This means freely choosing the way of service, mercy,
generosity and love over the freeway of selfishness and doing whatever
we want regardless of the rights, dignity and needs of others. He asks us
to cut out the habit of judging the righteousness or otherwise of others to
enjoy God’s favour insisting that, as the Prophets foretold, God will invite
people from all corners of the world to the feast while locking out some

who presumed that they were home and hosed in the eyes of God.

As St. Paul taught, from wisdom and insight that was learnt the hard way,
our new life and salvation in Christ is a gift and grace from God to us. It
flows into us when we live our faith in Jesus Good-News. It's not a ‘thing’
that we can earn, merit, buy or arrange for ourselves, which would just
turn it into another form of human selfishness and arrogance. Though the
beliefs and practices of old have dug deep into us | think, or at least |
hope, that today we are closer in thought, word and deed to what Jesus

taught and to what St. Paul preached, wrote of, practiced and passed on.

We've accepted the rights and freedoms of others as we try to respect
and support people in need regardless of colour, race, culture or creed.
The Annual Catholic Campaign, promoted and taken up this weekend,
seeks to improve the lives and circumstances of many in order to give
them a taste of and for what the saving Kingdom of God is about. Your

generosity in this cause and is much valued. On their behalf | thank you!






