
 

 

   Homily. 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year. C. 30/31 August 2025. 

 

A little practical spiritual advice to begin with; spend a minute or two 

listening carefully to the prayers of the Mass, or if you can, reading them 

before you arrive. They are a not insignificant part of the treasures of our 

faith, rich with wisdom and deep, practical theology. There’s saying; as 

we pray so will we believe and as we believe so will we come to practice. 

 

This weekend we’ve already prayed that the God of might and all good 

gifts will put into our hearts a love for God’s name, nurturing and keeping 

safe in us all that is good. Later, after communion, we’ll be praying that 

the bread and wine we’ve received from the heavenly table, the food and 

drink of charity, will confirm our hearts and stir us to serve the Lord in our 

neighbours. Their is great faith and hope in these, our prayers. 

 

This leads us to think about the Lord alive in others, especially visible to 

us in the poor, suffering and rejected, those who most clearly image the 

crucified Christ. If we are going to grow in our awareness of this broken 

Lord living in our neighbours first we have to accept our own wounds and 

brokenness and discover the Lord alive in ourselves. As this awakening 

progresses it becomes easier to be aware of the Lord living in others, for 

surely if he lives in you and me only great arrogance, privilege and 

entitlement could get us to think that he doesn’t live in other people, too. 

 

It’s to this arrogant, I’m special but you’re not tendency, that Jesus 

speaks to us today while a guest at dinner in the home of a leading 

Pharisee. He challenged the hierarchy of honour and choosing better 



 

 

seating, critiqued the notion that such occasions we only for the 

acceptable in crowd and flipped the order of importance on it head. They 

guests were watching closely what Jesus said and did, so he generously 

give them something to notice, a challenge to their sense of entitlement 

and privilege and a call to empathy and aligning themselves better with 

God’s mind and heart. 

 

It’s empathy, love that can step into the feelings, situations and shoes of 

our neighbours, that these high status people most sorely lacked. 

According to Jesus, this is not something that God lacks, rather having 

this sense in spades. It’s this same empathetic imagination that we need 

to develop and deepen so that we can feel and recognise Gods living in 

us and by rights as it must be, also living in others, especially persons 

most desperately in need and so often despised. 

 

This is the spiritual force at our fingertips and within our abilities that lets 

us as we prayed work with God in nurturing and keeping safe all that is 

good. It’s this empathy that enables us to to charitably and generously 

find, see and serve the Lord living in our neighbours. It’s how we 

cooperate with the Holy Spirit in translating our prayers into our beliefs 

and go on to make these beliefs our daily practice.  

 

If you’ve ever wondered what Catholic Social Justice Sunday is or If 

anyone ever asks you then you have your answer; Jesus Christ dwelling 

in us, seen in our neighbours in need and willingly serving them with the 

loving, generous empathy of his own heart, the meaning of every 

Eucharist we share. 


