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It's a fair assumption that Jesus knew a few things about the building
trade. His father, Joseph, was a ‘tekton’ meaning a technician in those
days of building in stone, wood and brick. Most likely, Jesus learnt from
Joseph and followed in this trade for some years before taking up his
public ministry. He would have seen building projects go both right and

wrong and I'm sure he witnessed a few go bust.

Likewise Jesus knew about armies and Kings going out to war. Israel is
like a hallway in a house, a narrow strip of land between the River Jordan
and the Mediterranean Sea, ever a passageway between Africa, the
Middle East, Asia and Europe. Countless Kings and armies have traipsed
and tussled over it as they still do. In Jesus time it was the Romans who

occupied this land but like all others they one day fell to stronger forces.

The point Jesus makes is that ours is an imperfect, ever changing world
where nothing is static for long, one where miscalculations and failures

are always hidden just beyond our horizon. He calls us to awake, to not
be naive or starry-eyed about the facts and costs in following his way. A

daily commitment is required if we are to live out what our faith proclaims.

All of this sounds daunting, but also exciting in a good way, something
many are seeking in their humdrum lives. Those who are up for the way
of Jesus, the path of his Good-News, a life of values and beliefs, shared
and lived want the more and the deeper. In joining the disciples of Christ,

people like us, they discover something and more importantlysomeone



worthy of living and dying for, the Lord of Life who shows us that in

sacrificing our old self we gain our real selves for all time.

What’s more, on this adventure of faith we’re never alone because we’re
not blindly charting a crazy course of our own construction. Rather, we're
aiming to place our steps into the tracks Jesus has already trod, guided
by the sound of his voice and his Spirit at home in our hearts. He's our
true freedom and lasting inheritance, faithfully uniting us in mind and

heart to himself and to each other.

In this world, often so lonely, confused and divided, Jesus way offers us
his company and enduring rewards. It's our companionship on the
journey with our Lord that we celebrate here and for which we remain

deeply thankful to our God.



