Homily. 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year. C. 4/5 October 2025.
On this day back in 1957 my parents married. Sadly, Dad died just two
weeks before their 33rd wedding anniversary. Nothing in this world can
ever be perfect, but granted the ups and downs of life and its surprises
my parents did their best to keep faith and to serve each others needs.
When looking back over the years at your own lives, relationships and

commitments, I'm confident many here would say the same.

Still making his journey to Jerusalem for what would be the final face-off
between good and evil, between God’s love and truth and Satans lies and
selfishness, the disciples ask about faith. Like all of us, they want more of
it. Jesus links whatever little faith we may have with service of God and of
each other. He’s saying that faith is known and is grown by doing what

God wants; that believing and doing are forever joined as one.

This teaching reminded me of words in the Letter of St. James; Take the
case of someone who has never done a single unselfish good deed but
claims to have faith. Say this to them; You say you have faith and | have
the good deeds. I'll prove to you that | have faith by showing you my
unselfish good deeds - now you prove to me that you have faith without
any good deeds to show for it. In other words, if we want deeper and

more faith, we’'ll get it by exercising in service the little of it we do have.

Now, | wonder if you’ve ever noticed this line in the 2nd Eucharistic
Prayer; At the time he (Jesus) was betrayed and entered willingly into his
passion? It doesn’t mean that Jesus jumped up and down on one leg with

joy at the thought of dying in the Cross. As we know, far from this he was



full of anxiety that tested his courage and trusting faith in God to the limit.
No, his entering willingly into his Passion refers to his decision not to run
away and abandon his faith. Instead he freely chose to stand by his
convictions and hard as it was, keep his trust in God to the bitter end.

This could only happen because he did what he preached.

Notice also, that immediately after the Consecration and Mystery of Faith
we hear the following verse; Therefore, as we celebrate the memorial of
his death and his resurrection, we offer you, Lord God, the Bread of life
and the Chalice of salvation, giving thanks that you have held us to be
worthy to be in your presence and to minister to you. That we're thankful
to God for allowing us be here to serve God in prayer and worship is
obvious. Know this though, that absolutely nothing in the Mass is for the
sake of the Mass alone. Importantly, this verse is about being in God'’s
presence every day and everywhere, serving and ministering to God in
our words and deeds. Again, the sturdy link between faith and service,
both here in our Church worship and in the daily choices we make to do

God'’s work, is being made.

At the end of his life, old St. Paul imprisoned in Rome wrote to a young
Church leader maned Timothy. He urged him to fan into a flame the faith
and call he'd received, in the Spirit of power, love and self-control. He
wasn’t to be ashamed of witnessing to the Lord and to bear his troubles
relying on God’s power. Here, or beyond these doors, this is our way too.
It's the way that we guard and grow the gifts God has given, with the help

of the Holy Spirit who is always alive in us.



