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This is the second parable about prayer that Jesus told as he came 

towards the end of his long journey to Jerusalem. Last weekend’s was 

about persistence in prayer, about never giving up or loosing faith. You’ll 

remember how the poor widow didn’t give up until the corrupt, unjust 

judge gave her justice and honoured her rights.  

 

Now we’ve heard a story about having the right attitude in praying. If our 

praying is to be effective this right attitude is even more important than 

never giving up. Presented to us is the picture of two people praying in 

the Jerusalem Temple. The Pharisee is chock full of pride, entitlement, 

arrogance and his own ego. His prayer of thanks is really said to himself, 

made clear by the fact that even as he prays he’s busily comparing 

himself favourably to the penitent tax collector standing towards the back. 

Meanwhile, the tax collector, recognising his shame and need, doesn’t 

even dare to raise his eyes, saying over and over again only seven 

simple words; God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  

 

Without any ifs, buts or maybe’s, Jesus says that only the tax collector, 

Roman collaborator and robber of his own people, prayed to God and 

only his prayer was heard, setting him at rights again with the Almighty. 

The Pharisee, public religious teacher and leader, didn’t pray to God for 

there was too much of himself in himself even to let God in. The tax 

collector was heard and answered because he knew the sad state of his 

life and his need for salvation. Unlike the Pharisee he was humble before 

the Almighty, never denying the true state of his life. 



 

 

Humility means being of the humus, of the earth from which we’re made 

and to which we’ll all return. It means knowing ourselves, warts and all, 

and thereby keeping our feet firmly on the ground; our heads and hearts 

real, not swelled with false self-importance and egotistical pride. The tax 

collector displayed this wisdom and self-knowledge; the Pharisee, did not.  

 

When we pray effectively its with this attitude of spirit, this right vision of 

ourselves coming before God’s presence. There’s no need for long 

prayers, only an honest, open heart expressed in simple sincere words 

that hands our cares to God, our loving Father and the Lord of our lives. If 

we’ve done this as well as we can the then the rest is left in God’s hands. 

We can trust God to do what’s best by us and by others, for if we don’t 

then there’s little real point in praying at all.  

 

St. Paul, now at the end of his life in his own prayer shows us this right 

disposition and attitude. As we’ve heard in the 2nd reading he says that 

he’s done his best, running his race with faith to the end. Now in prison in 

Rome, Paul is controlled by persons and forces greater that himself. He 

hands over himself and his future to the Lord, doing so with faith that God 

will see him put right and saved into life with Christ Risen. We can but 

pray for such faith, such humility and trust to motivate our own prayers, 

never forgetting as Paul didn’t forget to give glory and thanks to the Lord. 


