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Long before our Joseph lived there was another of the same name. He
was the youngest of the 12 sons of Jacob also known as Israel, the apple
of his Fathers eye. He, too, was a man of dreams, wearing the beautiful
coat of many colours given him by his father. Due to jealousy his brothers
sold him to desert traders who ended up in Egypt. Because of his ability
to understand dreams he came to the attention of the Pharaoh, rising to
be 2nd in charge over Egypt during a time of severe drought that ravaged
the Levant and Middle East.

Unlike St. Luke who focuses on Mary, St. Mathew focuses on Joseph in
his telling of the Christmas story. He saw the connections between our
Joseph, God’s revelation of will through dreams and in Joseph a link to
the House of David from which the promised Messiah would come.
Furthermore, Matthew tells us that after Jesus birth Joseph took the holy
family into exile in Egypt for some years to avoid the rage and jealousy of
King Herod the Great.

With these important biblical connections in our minds, Matthew presents
Joseph to us as an ordinary worker with extraordinary gifts and graces
working in him. He’s a man of integrity and compassion when faced with
with Mary’s pregnancy, not wanting her to be hurt or shamed by scandal.
He’s a man of faith, accepting his dream and it's message as God’s,
making Mary his wife and her child his own. In the flight into Egypt story,
he’s a man of decision and courage, protecting the little family from

destruction. Some years later, after Herod’s death, Joseph moved them



North to Nazareth, far from Jerusalem with it’s politics and power games,

where life was quieter and building work was plentiful.

Every couple of years in Advent it's good for us to hear Joseph’s story,
understanding it and who he was for our salvation history. It's important to
know that God has many means of talking to us; to Mary in visions, to

Joseph in dreams, to us however we’re open to hear and receive.

The story of our salvation and that of this broken old world is never over.
As we’ve seen this past week, while people live on this planet the work of
reconciling and healing has to go on; the saving gift of Jesus, son of
Mary, of Joseph and of God, must be made real. This, too, we've seen in
the courage and sacrifice of so many since last Sunday evenings crimes

and evil acts at Bondi.

Christmas is about celebrating beauty, joy and hope, about God’s gift to
us, but it would be naive to think that this comes without a cost. Jesus
Christ gave himself away to redeem us and our world. There shouldn’t be
any great surprise then that at times the cost to us is our integrity and
generosity which, like that of St. Joseph, reflects to others the image and

likeness of the Lord of all life and God with us, the heart of Christmas.



