
 

 

    Homily. 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year. A. 17/18 January 2026. 

 

This weekend continues with God’s revelation to us about Jesus at his 

Baptism, but now from the words of John’s Gospel. In this version the 

most notable features are to be found in the witness of the Baptist and 

that through his proclamation Jesus was the Lamb of God who came to 

take away the sins of the world. He also added that Jesus was the one 

upon whom the Holy Spirit rested, saying that he is the Chosen One of 

God whose mission is to Baptise us in this same Spirit of holiness. 

 

Now, this is no small revelation that we’re being given even though we 

might think that we’re very familiar with these terms and phrases. After all, 

at every Mass don’t we use these words of John when we pray and sing 

or say the Lamb of God before receiving Communion? Certainly we do, 

but do wonder if we take their importance and meaning to heart? 

 

To be God’s Lamb was to be pure and innocent, just like the Jewish 

Passover lamb that was sacrificed so as to feed the people before their 

great journey from slavery to freedom and from exile to a homeland of 

their own. In the same way an innocent and pure lamb is sacrificed each 

year at Passover in remembrance of God’s action to save Israel, making 

this salvation event present down through the hallways of history. 

 

Now, in Jesus, this lamb has become personal, a person like us in every 

way except sin, who gave up his life out of immense love to save us and 

for the world. It is to this merciful act, accomplished in and through him, 

that we prayerfully appeal when using these words before Communion.  



 

 

What matters here is having a understanding and belief that Jesus was 

God’s Chosen One because he was the first and only fully human person 

ever to be. You and I are human, but not so fully because of sin. Our 

sinful pride, arrogance, frailties and selfishness deprive and deform us, 

making us less that fully human, less than we can be and less than God 

made us to be. This is our form of slavery, our type of exile from our 

truest selves, stopping us from being completely at home with God and 

others.  

 

All of our troubles have their cause contained in this condition, in the 

errancy and brokenness of our incomplete humanity. Only an innocent, 

pure sacrificial Lamb could ever save us from this state and this he did by 

emptying himself out and giving himself away for us. It’s his saving act for 

us that we’re remembering and uniting ourselves with right here. 

 

Finally, John says that Jesus came to Baptise us with the Holy Spirit, the 

same Spirit of God that rested upon him. This means that his saving life is 

now alive in us, that by a merciful gift God has chosen to live in us who 

believe in and seek to follow the way of the Lamb and Son of God. This is 

the great free and underserved grace of our Christian re-birth which 

forgives our sins and which keeps making and re-making into fully human 

beings in Christ’s own image and likeness.  

 

As St. Augustine said, through our Eucharist we are to become what we 

here eat and drink; God’s sons and daughters in the Son himself, 

liberated and healed by his gracious, unconditional and merciful love. In 



 

 

the Spirit of the Lord, made one in mind and heart, for all of this goodness 

we offer our thanksgiving. 


