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The arrest and later on the callous execution of John the Baptist, under
the rule of Herod Antipas who was one of the sons of Herod the Great,
was an enormous shock to faithful, law abiding and sincere Jews of the

time, including to Jesus himself.

John was a respected Prophetic withess to and spokesperson for God
and many, including Jesus, thought him to the the reborn spirit of Elijah,
the greatest of the prophets said to return to announce the coming of the
long awaited Messiah, the chosen and anointed Christ of God. To Jesus,
John was also a relative, a mentor, the man who prepared his way and as

he’s reported to have said, the greatest person ever born of woman.

Faced with a terrible shock like this, one that tears at the very fabric of our
moral code, beliefs and hopes, we find that we often withdraw due to
sadness and fear. We think that if this could happen to someone so
admired good and innocent, then what fate awaits us and what’s left
that’s stable and dependable? While a period of reflection and self-care
can be good in such circumstances, withdrawal isn’t what Jesus chose to
do. Rather, as we've heard, he didn’t withdraw for very long, instead he

got himself more involved calling his first disciples to come, follow him.

St. Paul tells us that the church in Corinth had withdrawn into itself, with
internal factions and groups wasting energy and time fighting with one
another. Underneath these serious disagreements lay fear, competition

and power games more suitable for political parties than for a Church.



Paul called for a focus on what was shared in common, namely our new

life and Baptism into Christ who is serving and giving himself away for us.

The message here is clear; When bad, shocking and terrible things
happen, as we all know that they can and do, it's okay to pull back for a
little will to collect ourselves. However, we can’t let this become a full on
withdrawal from life and the realities of this world or fear will win the day,
and this must not happen. Rather than withdrawing we are, as Jesus and
his disciples did, to get ourselves involved more deeply and more often in

the mission of Christ,; into mercy, healing and God'’s will and way for us.

It seems to me that those first disciples Jesus called knew him, even if
just a little. After all, Galilee isn’t such a huge place, Nazareth being only
48 Kms from Capernaum. It’s likely, then, that Jesus had met the
fishermen brothers by the Sea during the course of his life. The amazing
thing here though, is how readily they responded to his call, leaving their
businesses, homes, family and friends behind them in order to go with

him and pick up where John had been forced to leave off.

These fishermen knew the saga of John’s arrest and imprisonment as
well as anyone did in that time, but they chose to do more, not to stay
safe away from the fray. They accepted Jesus call to teach them how to
fish for people, rather than to withdrawing into themselves and their petty
squabbles. They are our Saints now, but of the church at Corinth we have
no more than a memory. In the turmoil of our own times Jesus still calls
us to come, follow him; to do more and not to withdraw. How we respond

makes a world of difference today and for the future of us all.



