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Rules and laws aren’t bad things. They tell us what is and isn’t good or 

acceptable. They can help us to navigate our way through confusing and 

difficult situations and decisions, keeping us and others safer, saving us 

from embarrassment and shame. Where the problem arises is when we 

make these laws and rules and end in themselves, turning them into false 

idols. This is especially so when we well know that they’re guides at best, 

only setting the lowest limits for our choices and behaviours after which 

we can find ourselves in trouble and become a cause trouble for others. 

 

Matthew tells us that Jesus didn’t come to mock, humiliate or abolish the 

Laws given by God to help us. Rather, he came in order to complete and 

fulfil them. He came to show us the way that we can go further than those 

old rules and laws ever went, giving us a pathway towards a deeper 

morality and a more respectful way of relating to each other.  

 

At the heart of his new way are loving generosity and a deep gratitude for 

all that our providential God provides. The examples Jesus offered point 

to these values of grace. Raging anger at others is dangerous, a 

murderous like intent of heart against another. Lustfully looking at another 

creates a condition for infidelity against those we’ve already committed  

ourselves to love. Swearing oaths to tell the truth shows that the desire to 

be truthful with our yes or no wasn’t assured within our hearts and minds.  

 

 



 

 

This teaching was addressed directly to his disciples, today to us, and not 

expressly to the large crowd listening on, though they, too, might hear 

and accept this invitation and decide to follow it to fulfilment. In other 

words, Jesus teaching is  targeted at those he called his sisters and 

brothers, his friends and family, the new people of God he was making 

and birthing. They would feel the reality of God’s great love in him. They 

would taste the generous providence of God through all he did and still 

does for us.  

 

It’s this experience of God with us always, mercifully doing great things 

for us, that frees us to go beyond than the limits of laws. We can go to the 

core of being Christ’s Christian people, being his own Body living and 

active in the world today. This is what Jesus desires; our completion of 

God’s laws and will in the power of his love and Spirit living within us. 

 

Of course, in this call we will fail, our human frailty being what it’s always 

been. If we take these failures as a defeat the we haven’t taken the Lord’s 

Spirit deep enough into ourselves and fear not freedom will win the day. If 

we take our failures as steps in learning how to better be who God wants 

us to be, then by turning back to the merciful love of our Lord, hard won 

for us at the cost of his Cross, forgives and frees us to start afresh. 

 

This is the note with which Ordinary Time ends, before Lent begins this 

coming Tuesday night and Ash Wednesday morning. It’s a grace-filled 

note, a call given to take into our season of repentance and renewal. If it’s 

heard and followed it can lead to us to our completion in Christ. For, after 



 

 

all’s said and done, isn’t that the very point of our faith; that we be fully 

alive in Christ? 


