Homily. Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 2nd April 2026.
There’s so much happening tonight that it verges on being almost too
much. Think about it...They’d organised a sacred Passover meal into
which Jesus breathed new meaning, making of it a sign of his New
Covenant. The bread became his body, the wine his blood and he, the
Passover Lamb who pours out his life for us and into us. His washing of
the disciples feet explicates the meaning of what he’s doing for them and

what they and we are to do for others in commemoration of him sacrifice.

Judas, witnessing all of this, went off into the darkness to betray him,
while Peter kept on insisting that he’d never deny his Lord. Well, we all
know how that turned out, don’t we? Next, some final prayers and words
of teaching were said before they headed for the garden of Gethsemane.
There, Jesus prayed that the cup of suffering and sacrifice might be taken

away from him, but ultimately asked that God'’s will be done.

In all of this Jesus was an active subject, saying and doing the most he
will until Easter Day dawns. Why is this? Well, because after Judas’ kiss
and his arrest, all power and control is taken away from him by others; by
the Jewish leaders, the Roman authorities and the will of a whipped-up
crowd calling for his blood. Having prayed for strength to accept God’s

will he is passive before the path, words and works having been used up.

Tonight’s liturgy for us, as it was for him, ends quietly, powerless now and
staring the inevitable in the face. One way or another it all ends this way
for all of us. Our best response is the one Jesus chose; To go along with

what’s beyond our control, doing so with trust that God is by our side.



You see, God is the only One who can write straight on the crooked lines
of our lives, giving sense to and making meaning out of what to us seems
messy, even doomed. God is capable of turning everything that happens
to us for our good for God’s Love is stronger than our fear and death. God

always has more to give to us, a way to lasting peace and everlasting life.

So now, I'll take you back to what | said on Palm Sunday, a few precious
words from the 1st reading. The Lord has opened our ears, minds and
hearts so that we can listen and learn. During these days let's keep our

ears open to Jesus and not resist what the grace of God is offering to us.



