Good Friday Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion. 3rd April 2026.

So many holy and sacred words of scripture uttered here, yet so few of
spoken by Jesus. If fact, after his arrest in Gethsemane, Jesus had little
left to say but a sentence or two and a couple of short phrases. His time
for speaking had passed because the time for giving himself up and

surrendering had come. This was his long anticipated hour for passing-

over, accepted and entered into as God’s will for our benefit.

Unspeakably, now comes his emptying out and the giving up of his Spirit.
This was his final and greatest gift to us and for our world’s salvation. It's
an act that others forced upon him, this Cross, one that we in our own

ways of selfishness, greed, arrogance and fear force onto others today.

We, who have come to faith in him, don'’t see this day as a defeat any
more than we see the many sacrifices of our sisters and brothers for the
well being of others as futile and useless. Rather, by the logic of the
Cross, understood by our hearts and souls, we perceive here a love for
us beyond all telling, a gift to us beyond words, a perfect good act which

defies explanation yet is really felt and experienced within us day by day.

This is God, we say, nailed to us and to the hard, unforgiving wood of our
world for all time; God, fixed, crucified and dying out of love for all. What’s
more, this being the greatest love possible it is endless and the Crosses
we create can’t ever Kill it off. There is more happening here than meets
the eye, a holy mystery unfolding before us that quietly but powerfully

redeems and saves all that’s lost.



We’'ve come to hear and see it today, to pray and to venerate before this
tree of life growing in the heart of the garden. It's God'’s divine love that
we feel, a love never fails, always promising to give us more. And it’s for

this more beyond sacrifice and death that we now wait with hearts of faith.



