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We say that we believe in the one true God. That’s our long tradition and
our living faith. Over 3,000 years ago Moses went up the holy mountain
and spoke face to face with this God of ours. He was told to notice all of
the great things God had done to save the people and all God promised
to keep doing for them. What the people had to do was listen to God'’s
voice, obey it and hold to the covenant. If they did this then they would
stay as Gods own people; a kingdom of priests in touch with God; a

consecrated nation that could witness God’s love and power to the world.

Time and time again history has proven that the people of Israel and we,
God’s people today, did not and do not listen to, obey or withess God as
we promised. Even the greatest Saints had their share of flaws and sins.
This is why we say that Jesus Christ is the one perfect offering to God for
he alone listened clearly to God, obeyed fully and withessed exactly what
God said, did and meant. It’s his power and Spirit living and working

within us that enables you and me to accept and live out our faith today.

Jesus didn’t choose perfect people as his disciples for there isn’t such a
thing as the perfect person, but their are huge numbers of people God is
able to perfect in Christ. We are counted as being amongst them. Jesus,
moved with compassion for the lost and downcast crowds he saw,
commissioned fragile and ordinary disciples to become his Apostles,
sending them out to serve the people in his name and Spirit. We are now
counted as being one of them, sent to proclaim in words and deeds that
God'’s kingdom is here and to show this new reality by healing, helping,

liberating and raising people up to the life God wants us all to enjoy.



This is possible only because Jesus reconciled us to God and to each
other through the self-offering in his entire life and on his cross. He did
this for us when we were counted as sinners and enemies of God’s will
and ways. St. Paul said all of this to us in our 2nd reading. Now we can
say that his sacrifice means that Gods now looks at you and me through
the lens of Jesus, seeing in us an image of God’s own Son. We can say
that mercy has won and is the key to the heart of God; that God’s rightful

justice is tempered by forgiveness and so we always live in and by grace.

This is not some sort of weird thinking because spouses and partners,
parents and children, friends and families do some thing like this every
day. They choose to forgive, to let things go, to focus on the positive and
to forgive rather than seeking restitution and revenge. What is different is
that our one true God chooses to love like this always and everywhere for

us, freely and without demanding or even expecting any type of return.

For those of us here though, knowing all of this and benefitting from it day
by day, we want to thank God. We want to listen to the Lord, obey his
voice and give the witness of our lives in service to the harassed,
dejected and shepherd-less crowds of our time. In this way we live our
priestly and consecrated calling as God’s own people, the chosen sheep
of his flock.



