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We are a welcoming community and my almost 9 years here with you has 

given witness to this fact. We go the extra mile to greet and speak with 

each other and our hospitality ministry, involving so many of us, creates 

many chances for us to chat and listen to each other. I’m grateful to every 

member of our Parish with its various Mass congregations and groups for 

the hospitality that’s happening. Thank you for what you already do. 

 

But, we can’t stop here, satisfied with a grateful pat on the back. Rather, 

we nurture what is while looking towards what can be. This is our way, 

our journey ever onwards to realise the fullest potential of our gifts. Jesus 

said this to his disciples, meaning to you and me right now. Whoever 

receives you, receives me and whoever receives me, also receives the 

One who sent me. He then added, that whoever gives so much as a cup 

of cold water to one of these little ones because they are his disciple will 

most certainly not lose their reward.  

 

In these important words Jesus is teaching us that our hospitality, care,  

welcome and service is much more than just a matter of catering, much 

more than only food and drink. It is a matter of deep spirituality, of seeing 

and knowing the presence of Our Lord alive in others as he’s alive in us. 

It means that we take the meaning of the Eucharist at this Altar table, 

living, seeing and feeling it at many tables beyond these Church doors. 

This act, this spiritual vision, connects the inside with outside, the sacred 

with the secular, putting the sacramental gift of His body and blood in 

communion with the bodies and blood moving and pulsing in and around 

us, for as Jesus said, it’s there, too, that we will greet him and serve him. 



 

 

In practical terms one of these hardest things to overcome is not knowing 

each others names, how to even say hello and begin to communicate. 

Years ago name tags we made available to members of the Parish. Some 

still use them (thank you) but time has moved on. It’s for this reason that 

our Parish Pastoral Leadership Team has obtained new tags for all 

who’ve asked for them. 309 of them are available from this weekend. If 

anyone is now wanting a tag (I hope you do) please speak to the people 

near the doors or contact the Parish Office and we’ll get them made. 

 

St. Paul said to us that, having been baptised into the Lord’s death and 

resurrection, we must now think of ourselves as being alive each day for 

God in Christ Jesus. This thinking, this new way of living encompasses 

every one of our thoughts, words and deeds, for the life of Christ flows 

through each moment and in every person. Our welcome, hospitality and 

service acts with and for others makes tangible the truth that what we do 

for others, even for the little and the least of us, we’re really doing for Him. 


