
 

 

    Homily. 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year. A. 1/2 August 2026. 

 

Over the past 3 weekends Jesus has been teaching us in 7 stories about 

the Kingdom of Heaven; What it is; How it comes about and our part in its 

unfolding in human lives and history. With this complete Jesus went home 

to Nazareth where he wasn’t warmly received and then he heard of the 

execution of his relative and mentor, John the Baptist. At this point he 

made a strategic retreat to a lonely place for reflection and to consider his 

own future. This is where today’s gospel picks up his story. 

 

Proving that the best laid plans, which often go astray not only for you 

and me, did so for Jesus, too, we’re told that upon arrival a great crowd 

had congregated to meet him and his disciples. Now, we’d probably be 

disappointed and mad about this turn of events, but he wasn’t. Rather, he 

recognised their plight, was moved with concern and compassion for the 

mob and took action to heal and help them.  

 

As evening come down, remembering that there weren’t any corner 

stores or UberEats around, Jesus asked the disciples to do something 

about feeding everyone. The disciples were stumped by this request, 

saying that all they had were 5 bread rolls and a couple of dried fish. 

Whatever Jesus personal feelings may have been (not to hard for us to 

imagine) he once again took action rather than slumping down in despair. 

 

Ordering the crowd to sit down on the grass and for his companions to 

give over into his hands the little they could offer, he prayed and shared 

and made a meal for the many; 5000 men, not counting the women and 



 

 

children, with 12 baskets of scraps left over. This is the meaning of the 

Kingdom, not in words and stories anymore, but in actions and deeds. 

God’s Reign is about abundance, about lavish prodigality. It’s about 

sharing what God has provided, justly and equitably for the benefit of all. 

If we do this we’ll find that there’s more than enough for everyone, for this 

is what the miracle reveals and what the God’s Kingdom is all about. 

 

9.30am CTK. This morning we rededicate and consecrate a generous gift 

from our First Nations peoples. Given to this community and Church 33 

years ago, this indigenous artwork by John Tatten, recently deceased, 

now reframed is to be relocated to better speak its message to us. It says 

that for nearly 60,000 years the first peoples of this continent knew that to 

live and thrive in this land of plenty and of terror they would have to share. 

They did this wisely and successfully, caring for this land and for each 

other. They are here with us now urging us to heed what they knew and 

did so that we, too, may live and flourish. Jesus Spirit was active in them 

and theirs in him; the Kingdom Spirit ; sharing, fairness and generosity. 

We are listening and we are grateful for you, for your resilience and gifts.  

 

I’ll end here with God’s word (the meaning of which our first peoples knew 

intuitively); It is the hand of the Lord that feeds us; He answers all of our 

needs. Or as St. Paul wrote; Nothing can ever come between us and the 

love of Christ. No matter what trials may come our way, we will triumph 

over them all by the power of God who loves us; a love made visible to us 

in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

 


