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The Pastor’s Pen….
In Jesus’ era it wasn’t as easy as jumping into a car and driving across town to go to
a wedding. Nor did people simply turn up for a few hours and then head off home.
The reality was that people had to walk the distances involved across rough dirt
roads, sometimes taking days to get from A to B. Attending such invitations wasn’t
optional either, because a deliberate failure to come to such an important social and
community event was seen as an insult to the families of the bride and groom.
Weddings were great social events of much joy, too, meaning staying over with
relatives and friends for several days, catching up all of the news, meeting family and
friends one hadn’t seen in ages with the possibility for families to arrange matches for
the younger unattached boys and girls.
Joy was the over-riding emotion of these great events, closely followed by hope and
the deepening of the bonds of family, friendship and community solidarity. It was
beholden upon the families of the bride and groom to put on a good show, providing
for the food and drink of all who came to the feast that could last several days.
Thoughtful and generous hospitality was expected of the hosts so that all the
business that needed to happen could take place.
Wine was, and for many still is, a sign of joy and celebration, friendship and sharing.
To have run short of wine at such an important once in a life-time gathering such as a
wedding feast was unthinkable, an insult to family and friends who had sacrificed so
much to attend and who held such high hopes for the occasion. This was the
situation at Cana in Galilee, a disaster threatening to spoil the event for the newly
married couple, insult all of the guests including Mary, Jesus and His disciples, and
bring public disgrace upon the hosting families.
Mary became aware of this situation and took it upon
herself to speak to her son, Jesus, about the looming
crisis. She did so with confidence, with faith if you will, in
His power to put things right and save the day. His
answer that His ’time’ hadn’t yet come was politely but
firmly ignored by Mary, saying to servants to do whatever
He tells you. Mary was and is a powerful and effective
intercessor on our behalf with Jesus, as Cana reveals.
She had decided that His time had come to act publicly
whatever He may have thought of the matter.
Jesus did act, as the story tells us. The best wine of all
was made available, water changed into vast quantities,
gallons of it no less. St. John says to us that this was the
first ’sign’ given by Jesus, the first sign to everyone
gathered of who He really was and what He intended to do for us. Shame was
avoided, disappointment was dodged, society and friendship were supported and
maintained and a young couple and their families were kept in good grace and
favour, with joy and happiness winning out over sadness, upset and chaos.
Jesus would henceforth continue with this mission, giving His entire self so that this
might be the case for all of us, for the entire world and its salvation. Cana was a
micro-shot, a miniature example of what Jesus was going to do for us throughout His
public ministry. He would save us from the limits of our frail humanity and the forces
of futility, chaos and evil. At the last He would save us even from the finality of death
and decay itself.
No wonder, then, that Jesus was hesitant to begin. Without doubt He had inkling of
the cost to Himself of starting out on His path from which there could be no turning
back. Thankfully, Mary His mother prevailed getting her son launched on the journey
that would end with His death and resurrection and our salvation.
We have living in us, as St. Paul says in the Second Reading, our share in this Spirit
of Jesus. It makes us into a family, a community, a Church that is the body of Christ
still alive and active here on earth. With Jesus’ guidance and Mary’s prayerful
intercession we must be about doing the Father/God’s work, developing and using
our gifts for the betterment of all. In this way, and by God’s grace, we carry on the
work that Jesus began helping to bring it to fulfilment.

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.

Farewell to the Presentation Sisters: In January 1937 the original Graceville Presbytery was handed
over to the Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary to be used as a convent. The Sisters had
been invited by Father Finton O’Beirne, though Archbishop Duhig, to open Christ the King School and
teach the children of Graceville Parish. The foundation members of the community were Mother Ursula
Kennedy, Mother Patrick Madden, Sister Conleth Mannion and Sister Agnese Galieh. The Sisters were
present for the opening of school and a concert on Sunday, January 24, 1937 and the four foundation
Sisters enrolled their first pupils, on Monday January 25, 1937.
Eighty two years later, it is necessary for the Presentation Sisters to withdraw from the Parish. The Sisters will leave Graceville
Convent on 31st January 2019.
Close to 100 Presentation Sisters have lived, worked, ministered, taught, and cared in our parish over the past 82 years in so
many roles. As principals, teachers and support staff in Christ the King School; Pastoral Associates and volunteers in the
Parish; in all church ministries, Ministers of the Word, Eucharistic ministers, choir, organists, cantors, flowers, sacristan; in
home visitation and hospital visitation; prayer groups; Associates, and so many ministries beyond the parish boundaries.
In particular our present community of Sr Marion Kingston, Sr Annette Shears, and Sr Cyprian Thureson have offered so much
to the parish. Sr Marion is a former Principal of Christ the King School, and still kept the Presentation / School connections
alive with her frequent ministry and visitation to the school. Her gentle prayerful presence in visitation of parishioners will also
be missed. Sr Annette was raised in the Parish, a Christ the King girl herself, who came back to us as a Sister, offering her
singing talents as a cantor and using her missionary and teaching skills to reach out to refugees, teaching them literacy and
numeracy skills at Milpera School, the Romero Centre and beyond. Sr Cyprian’s roles in the Liturgy Team and as a Mass
Coordinator saw her at most of the Masses in the parish, always ensuring everyone was present for their ministries and all
ministries happened efficiently. Her visitation to parishioners and in particular to the residents at Canossa Hospital will be very
much missed.
All of this only touches the surface of our much loved Presentation Sisters and all that past communities and the current
community have given to this parish.
The parish and school communities wish to farewell the Sisters with a suitable celebration of thanksgiving, however, as it is
currently holiday time, parishioners are away, and the schools are not operating, it would be inappropriate to attempt any
formal farewell prior to the departure date of the Sisters at the end of January. Therefore a suitable celebration will be planned
at an appropriate time, including both the parish and school communities, inviting all of the Sisters back for the celebration.
To all Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, you will be truly missed, but we will ensure that the spirit of Nano
Nagle and the Presentation Sisters will live on in our hearts, our parish and school.
Thank you to Sr Annette from the Eritrean Community: I would like to thank Sr Annette on behalf of Eritrean and other
refugees for your dedication, love and sacrifices in teaching families from non-English backgrounds with their numeracy and
literacy. The travelling cost and language barrier did not stop you from reaching others. You have been successful in imparting
so many things, such as to continue living in our Catholic faith. On this occasion, I would like to thank you, and all of the
Presentation Sisters in our parish. May God Bless you,
Hanna Sollo
Farewell to Sister Pat: Daughter of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Sister Pat Mawn, has this week moved from
Corinda convent to Kensington Sydney. Sr Pat has had health issues for some months, and this week made the
decision that she needed to transfer to the Congregation’s Nursing Home, St Joseph’s Kensington. Sr Pat left
Corinda on Friday, and was accompanied to Sydney by Sr Merrilyn, who ensured a safe journey for Sr Pat. As part
of the parish community for over 20 years, Sr Pat has been much loved for her quiet, gentle and humorous
manner. Sr Pat’s ministries included a large involvement in the Sherwood Meals on Wheels and years of
assistance at the St Vincent de Paul headquarters. Sister was also an organist at St Joseph's Church for many
years. Prayers and best wishes are sent to Sr Pat at this time of transition. May Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
enfold you in her mantle, protect and bless you always Sr Pat.
Safeguarding News: The new roster for the liturgical ministers has started and soon the parish will resume its many and
varied ministries. Many of those, who serve in various roles, will be meeting to prepare for the year ahead. They will be
looking at their activities to ensure they run smoothly and safely for everyone, but especially for our children, vulnerable
adults and leaders. These annual meetings are listed on page three of this newsletter, and of course in the parish calendar.
Please pray for the people involved, that their needs for the year ahead will be met and that they will receive God’s blessing
as they minister.
I am currently busy auditing the lists of volunteers and chasing up long promised, but yet to cross my desk, volunteering
forms. If you haven’t handed in your volunteer data form, I will be emailing you in the very near future. Perhaps you could
beat me to it and return them forthwith.
Last year the parish received confirmation that the requirements for Ministers of the Word (Readers) and Extra Ordinary
Ministers of Communion will include Blue Cards and National Police Checks. Those, who need them will have been informed
via the parish rostering system and given the necessary forms and instructions. However, there are a few, who are outside
the digital world, and they should have received the information by post. Any queries about the process, please contact me
through the parish office.
Please remember that to create a safe environment for all of us, the whole community needs to do its part. Be proactive, fulfil
the requirements and show our children and vulnerable adults how much we value them.
Rachel Carr, Parish Safeguarding Representative, lsr.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au

Annual Meeting of Communion Ministers to the Sick
10am Tuesday 22nd January - Parish Centre Graceville
Annual Meeting of Mother’s Morning Tea Leaders
9.30am Friday 25th January - Parish Office Corinda
Annual Meeting of Youth Group Leaders
7pm Friday 25th January - Parish Office Corinda
Annual Meeting of Children’s Liturgy of the Word Leaders
7pm Thursday 31st January - Parish Centre Graceville
St Vincent De Paul Meeting
8am Friday 1st February - Parish Office Corinda
Annual Meeting of Alpha Leaders
9am Friday 1st February - Parish Office Corinda
MOTHERS WITH CHILDREN MORNING TEA
Recommences on Friday 1st February at 9.30am.
An opportunity for Mums to gather for a cuppa and a chat
whilst children have playtime. Held every Friday fortnight of the
School Term in the Children’s Liturgy Room, Corinda, (entry
via Parish Car Park). Contact Malia Mar on 3379 1534 or at
pv.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au
PARISH YOUTH GROUP
FOR HIGH SCHOOL AGED STUDENTS
The Parish Youth Group (Years 7 to 12) meets every
Friday night of the School Term at St Joseph’s Hall, Corinda.
Commencing Friday night 1st February, from 6.30pm to
8.30pm, with dinner included! If you wish to involve your
children, or wish to volunteer to help out in any way, please
speak to Lorna Mar or Malia Mar or contact
pv.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au or 3379 1534.
Liturgy Team Meeting
10am Saturday 2nd February - Parish Office Corinda
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Commences
9.30am Sunday 3rd February - Christ the King
Children aged from prep to year 6 gather to break open
God’s Word together, in an appropriate way for their age.
Held each Sunday morning during the School Term,
alternating between the 9.30am Mass at Christ the King
and the 8am Mass at St Joseph’s. Morning tea is held after
Mass at the church where Children’s Liturgy is conducted.
St Joseph’s Church Children’s Liturgy will commence on
Sunday 10th February at 8am

Catholic Women’s League Meeting
9.30am Tuesday 5th February - Parish Centre Graceville
Alpha
Commences at the Parish Office
at 7pm on Wednesday 6th February
see insert in newsletter for full details
First Holy Communion Information Night
7pm Wednesday 6th February in St Joseph’s Church
For Parents of Children who have been Confirmed.
Calling all parishioners with a
talent for arranging flowers!
We are in need of people to help arrange
flowers at Christ the King Church. So if you
love floral arranging, or feel you have a
talent, or wish to learn, please speak to Fr
Mark, Malia Mar or contact the parish office.
If this is your hidden talent please share it
with the parish!
The Archdiocese of Brisbane has standards of conduct for
employees and volunteers to maintain a safe and healthy
environment. Our commitment to these standards requires that we
conduct background referencing for all persons who will engage in
direct and regular involvement with children, young people and/or
vulnerable adults.
Plenary Council Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost.
Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land.
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia
and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another
and to recognise Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories
and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other
and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future,
that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
bread for the journey from age to age.
Amen.
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us.
St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Gary Ahearn, Imogen Atkins, Fleur Bennell, Trevor Butler, Peg Bourke, Alan
Carr, Alexander Clark, Beryl Clark, Carmel Cole, Freddy Collins, Patrick Collins, Sr Felicity Corder pbvm, Bob Cowan, Jane
Dalgarno, Jack Dennis, Anne-Marie Deschamps, Peter Doyle, Bonnie Edwards, Trevor Fanton, Betty Ferguson, Nash Giles, Irene
Hannon, Sayako Hattori, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Carolyn Hughes, Berndt Krogull, Monica Lampe, Kheuk Li Lian, Marie Loughland,
Derek MacLean, Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack, Norma McCormack, Patrick McKenna, Jack McLaughlin, John McNamara,
Maureen McNamara, Julene Montgomery, June O’Callaghan, Luke O’Reilly, Maureen Orr, Taavi Orupold, Margaret Owen, Emma
Parer, Mark Parer, Helen Penchinko, Madeline Pride, Br Luke Quinn cfc, Carmel Radford, Theresa Sarrell, Anne Seymour, Mary
Shand, Brian Sheehan, Christopher Skipper, Lea Tate, Louise Thornton, Conor Tweedy, Grant Wallace, Rebecca Wallace,
Genevieve Waters, Frank Zubeldia, OLSH Sisters Pat, Valerian, Bernadetta, Jo, & Eleanor.
We remember especially all of our parishioners living in aged care facilities
May those who have died recently rest in peace: Dick Mahoney, Paul Dwyer, Patricia Mutton, Brian Hauff
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: John Ahearn, Val Ryan, Shirley Chalmers, Bill Boucher, Kathleen
Hennessy, Thelma Hilton, Clare Foster, Charlotte Hagan, Kathleen Condon, Patricia Powell, Lindsay Powell, May French, James
Mahon, Edwin Webb, Patricia Clarke, Mary Martin, Dawn Gillespie, Reg Angwin, Bridget Carmody, Bradley Warbrooke, Elsie May
Trenear, Charles Frederick Treaner

WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Monday

9.00 am

St Joseph’s – Lit of Word w Communion

Wednesday 9.00 am

St Joseph’s – Mass

Thursday

St Joseph’s – Mass

9.00 am

Friday

9.30 am

Christ the King – Mass

Saturday

8.00 am

St Joseph’s – Prayer of the Church

Saturday

6.00 pm

St Joseph’s

Sunday

8.00 am
9.30 am
6.00 pm

St Joseph’s
Christ the King
Christ the King

SUNDAY MASSES

5.00 pm – 5.30 pm St Joseph’s

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated
by appointment on the following Sunday’s of the month
2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King
All enquiries to the Parish Office

PRAYER GROUPS
Wednesday 9.00 am

Gospel Reflection Group (ph. 3878 2414)

Friday

Community of the Risen Lord
Catholic Charismatic Prayer Group
Christ the King Church, Graceville

7.30 pm

GATHERING: "TABLE OF PLENTY"
Refrain: Come to the feast of heaven and earth!
Come to the table of plenty!
God will provide for all that we need,
Here at the table of plenty.
1. O, come and sit at my table
Where saints and sinners are friends.
I wait to welcome the lost and lonely
To share the cup of my love.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES

Praise, Worship, Adoration & Message

2. O, come and eat without money;
Come to drink without price.
My feast of gladness will feed your spirit
With faith and fullness of life.
3. My bread will ever sustain you
Through days of sorrow and woe.
My wine will flow like a sea of gladness
To flood the depths of your soul.
4. Your fields will flower in fullness;
Your homes will flourish in peace.
For I, the giver of home and harvest,
Will send my rain on the soil.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
"PSALM 96: PROCLAIM TO ALL THE NATIONS"

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUPS
Tuesday

5.30 pm

34 Mortlake Rd, Graceville (ph. 3379 2581)

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church)

SECOND WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
2nd SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Is 62:1-5; 1 Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11
MON, 21 JAN
St Agnes, virgin, martyr - Memorial
Heb 5:1-10; Mk 2:18-22
SUN, 20 JAN

(Alt. 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 13:44-46)

TUE, 22 JAN
WED, 23 JAN
THU, 24 JAN

Heb 6:10-20; Mk 2:23-28
Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Mk 3:1-6
St Francis de Sales, bishop, doctor of the church
- Memorial

SENDING FORTH: "COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY"

Heb 7:25 - 8:6; Mk 3:7-12
(Alt. Eph 3:8-12; Jn 15:9-17)

FRI, 25 JAN

The Conversion of St Paul, apostle - Feast
Acts 22:3-16 or 9:1-22; Mk 16:15-18
SAT, 26 JAN
Australia Day
Is 32:15-18; 1 Cor 12:4-11 or Rom 12:9-13;
Mt 5: 2-12 or Lk 12:22-32
THIRD WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
SUN, 27 JAN
3rd SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Neh 8:2-6, 8-10; 1 Cor 12:12-30;
Lk 1:1-4, 4:14-21

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
7pm Thursday 7th February - Parish Office Corinda
Parish Choir Rehearsals recommence at
7.30pm on Thursday 7th February at
Christ the King Church.
New members are always welcome.
Phone Margaret Lawless on 0431 904 633

18 Clewley St, Corinda Qld 4075

P (07) 3379 1534

Refrain: We are companions on the journey,
Breaking Bread and sharing life;
And in the love we bear is the hope we share
for we believe in the love of our God,
We believe in the love of our God.
1. No longer strangers to each other,
no longer strangers in God’s House;
we are fed and we are nourished
by the strength of those who care,
by the strength of those who care.
2. We have been gifted with each other,
and we are called by the Word of the Lord;
to act with justice, to love tenderly,
and to walk humbly with our God,
to walk humbly with our God.
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