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As we come to Ash Wednesday we think of the ocean of ashes in which 
we have drowned as the fires have engulfed the land. Ours is a land of fire. Fire 
is part of the ecology of Australia, and it has been for thousands of years. But this 
was something different, with a touch of the apocalyptic about it. It was not only 
the number of fires, but our sheer powerlessness to stop them. The efforts of the 
fire-fighters were heroic, but they too must have felt powerless before the blazes 
they faced. Flora and fauna were devastated; communities, families and          
individuals had their lives shattered. It will take a long time to recover and rebuild, 
and the Church has to accompany all these people in every way possible as they 
seek to recover and rebuild. 

 
Then came the floods, which seemed to sweep away whatever was left 

after the fires. We had prayed for rain, and God knows we needed it. But in some 
places the rains seemed almost too much, and the floods again faced us into our 
powerlessness before the force of nature.   

 
On top of all this came the threat of the coronavirus, which may be      

receding but is certainly not behind us. It may have begun in China but the data 
shows that it has spread far and wide as these pandemics do; and Australia    
hasn’t been spared. Medical science is scrambling to respond, and that’s good. 
But this virus seemed to come out of the blue and left us initially feeling           
bewildered and powerless, even to understand the virus, let alone cure it.   

 
So as we begin the journey of Lent, events have confronted us with a 

sense of powerlessness and fragility. Illusions of omnipotence or invulnerability 
have been shown for what they are: a lie. The truth is that we are often powerless 
and always fragile. But the greater truth to which Lent looks is that there is a God 
who comes to meet us precisely where we are most powerless and fragile. That’s 
what the Cross of Jesus means. When he dies on Calvary, Jesus goes to the 
very heart of all human powerlessness and fragility. He becomes so powerless 
that he lies finally a corpse on the ground. He becomes so fragile that He’s 
crushed by the brutalities of a violent world. But from the ashes He rises in the 
moment of Easter, for which  
Lent is a preparation – a preparation which takes us down into the dark place of 
our powerlessness and fragility, the place where we’d rather not go. 
   

We go down to that dark place through Lent, renewing our faith in the 
God who raised Jesus from the dead. This was the God who breathed life into 
the dark tomb of Jesus and led him forth into the light. All the false gods are   
masters of the lie of omnipotence and invulnerability. They leave us with nothing 
but the ashes; they are the lords of despair; and Lent is a time to dethrone the 
false gods.   

 
But the true God is with us – with the fire-fighters battling the blaze, with 

the communities and families who have lost so much, with the many who are 
struggling to offer solidarity and support. The true God is with the farmers who 
have suffered years of drought, and with those who have been stricken by  flood 
– and also with the many who have reached out to people tempted to despair 
because of drought or flood.   

Lent is the time given to us to open our hearts to the power of Easter. On 
Ash Wednesday we take the ashes upon ourselves in recognition of the truth that 
we are often powerless and always fragile. But by the time we get to Easter, we 
have come to a deeper sense that we are empowered in our powerlessness, that 
we are made strong in our weakness. Knowing that we can walk from the tomb 
with Jesus; we can rise from the ashes with 
him to sing the song of Easter. Fires may 
rage and floods come, but the voice of hope 
is always heard.  Nothing and no-one can 
silence the voice of Jesus risen from the 
dead. 
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W: www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au 
 

St Joseph’s Church 
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Christ the King Church  
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28 Clewley St, Corinda 

Principal: Maryanne Riley 

Ph: (07) 3379 6937 
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Ph:(07) 3278 5606 
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Director: Janice Cowan 

Ph : (07) 3379 3069   
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E:  bwdeanery@bne.catholic.net.au 
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LENTEN ACTIVITIES 

 Project Compassion / Caritas: “Go Further Together” is this year’s theme for Project Compassion. Envelope packs 
and money boxes are still available at the doors of each church . 

 

 Family Lent Calendar: was inserted in last week ’s newsletter. Lent is a time of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. During 
Lent do random acts of good and loving deeds to God, family, friends, strangers, and yourself. This simple to use Lent 
Calendar is designed for families and children. Please take the calendar home and use it.  

 If you still wish to be part of a Lenten group, please contact Malia Mar on 3379 1534. Lenten groups have 
started in the parish this week.  Included among these are groups on Tuesday at 1.30 pm and Thursday at 10 am and 
with Sr Rita on Friday 10.00am.   There is still an opportunity to join and you would be most welcome. 

 

 Lenten Gospel Reflections – “Grace” reflection books are still available! “Grace” includes short daily reflections (from 
Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday) in addition to the longer form Sunday Gospel reflections, spiritual direction, gospel 
readings, responsorial psalms, prayers and reflection questions. This resource costs the parish $5 per copy. If you are 
able to pay for your copy or make a small donation towards the costs of your copy, please place your offering on in the 
collection basket at Mass.  

 
 

 Stations of the Cross: at St Joseph ’s every Friday night of Lent at 7pm. 

 Lenten Fast: is a regular activity during Lent. Fridays have been the traditional day. You could adjust the day on 
which you fast, to work in with your family and life-style. The point is to ‘fast’ to make you hunger for God. 

 

THE CONVERSATION CORNER with DAVID GILLESPIE: all are welcome to attend our second instalment of the 
Conversation Corner series which will be led by David Gillespie. This will be an opportunity to explore the pivotal role of screen 
time on the developing teen brain. This TUESDAY 3 MARCH: 7pm prompt start, at St Joseph’s School Hall Clewley Street 
Corinda. Register at https://www.trybooking.com/BIDFQ $10 per person includes light refreshments. For more information 
contact Melissa Lonergan, Sacramental Program Coordinator at sc.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER   
This Friday, 6

th
 March, we are hosting Christian communities in the Chelmer to Oxley corridor as we celebrate World 

Day of Prayer.  This year’s service has been prepared by the people of Zimbabwe. The service will be held in St Joseph’s 
Church at 10.30 am.  All parishioners are welcome to join in this celebration of Christian unity. The prayer service will be 
followed by a morning tea in the mall.  Please bring a plate to share.  Suggestions include sandwiches, cakes, scones or 
slices.  Based on previous experience we expect about 80 people to attend. 
 

EVERY THURSDAY evening at 6 pm, two members of the St Vincent de Paul conference can be found at Bakers ’ Delight at 
Graceville, collecting unsold bakery items, which are transferred next morning to the Family Support Centre run by SVDP at 
Inala.  There it is distributed to those in need of food assistance.  The Thursday night commitment is of approximately 20-25 
minutes.  Generally the Vinnies representative will be able to transport the bread early next morning, although when there is 
excess product we may require assistance. Your local conference members are not getting any younger or fitter, and we would 
appreciate the assistance of our fellow parishioners in this task.  There will always be a Vincentian there to help you.   
If you are able to assist, can you please contact Marnie on 3379 2344 or email ctksj4075@svdp.qld.org.au 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF CORINDA GRACEVILLE SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
 

Expressions of interest are open for those parents who are considering enrolling their children in the local Catholic 
Sacramental Program (Confirmation, First Eucharist and Penance). An information night will be held on Wednesday, 
March 26th, for parents who would like to find out more about our Sacramental program and the process for 
enrolling their children in the same. The 2020-22 program - run by the Catholic Parish of Corinda Graceville – is for all 
children who are baptised and have turned 8 years of age by July 1, 2020 (usually Grade 3 children and above), re-
gardless of which school they attend. The mandatory parent information night will be held from 6.30pm at Christ the 
King Church, Churchill Street, Graceville on Thursday, March 26th.  If you have yet to do so, to express your in-
terest in attending the information night simply email the Sacramental Program Coordinator at the following address :- 
sc.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au. Your correspondence will be acknowledged with a confirmation and a copy 
of the agenda for the evening.  Those that have already expressed interest will be automatically sent the agenda. 
 

Enrolments for the Sacramental program will officially open following the March information session. 
Enrolments for the 2020/22 program will close 26 April, no exceptions. 

First Sunday of Lent—1st March, 2020 
 

Shirley, 36, is an indigenous Manide woman living in a remote province in the Philippines. 
Shirley was struggling to support her family and keep their children in school. She faced 
regular discrimination and disadvantage, limiting her family’s access to food, education, 
employment and healthcare. With Caritas Australia’s support, Shirley trained to become an 
indigenous health worker. She has learnt to supplement her income and is able to feed her 
family. The program has also empowered Shirley to send her children to school. 
 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help people like Shirley, and her 
children gain confidence and respect within their community. 

Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by  
visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. 

mailto:ctksj4075@svdp.qld.org.au
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


 

St Vincent de Paul Meeting 
8am Friday 6th March - Parish Office Corinda 

 

World Day of Prayer 
Friday 6th March 

St Joseph’s Church from 10.30am 
 

Youth Group 
For High School aged youth 

6.30pm to 8.30pm Friday 6th March at St Joseph’s Hall, 
Corinda. Dinner included!  

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
7pm EACH FRIDAY NIGHT DURING LENT 

AT ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH 
 

Lenten Reflection Groups 
This year, we will reflect upon each of the six National 
Themes of Discernment that are the focus of the Plenary 
Council 2020. The six themes will be reflected upon within 
the context of the six Gospel readings of the Sundays of Lent. 
There are still many opportunities across the parish to join a 
group in order to share, pray, discern, and reflect together 
during Lent. Please speak to Malia Mar or contact the office. 
Groups have commenced but you are still welcome to join. 

This Weekend in the Parish 
Parish Choir 6pm Saturday St Joseph’s 

Baptism Preparation 10.30 Sunday Christ the King  
Sausage Sizzle 6pm Mass Christ the King  

 

 

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of:  Fraser Ainsworth, Imogen Atkins, Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Archbishop 
John Bathersby, Fleur Bennell, Alannah Berman, Baby Emme Blackford, John Burgess, Dexter Butler, Trevor Butler, Alan Carr, Jai-
ro Cifuentes, Beryl Clark, Lina Daddow, Cath Dennis, Anne-Marie Deschamps, Celine Doherty, Robyn Dodd, Trevor Fanton, Chris 
Ferguson, Fr Gianni ofm, Nash Giles, Gerard Gillespie, Kendall Hammond, Myrna Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Anne-Marie Holli-
er, Berndt Krogull, Monica   Lampe, The Lip Family, Anthony Lupi, Derek MacLean, Kathryn Matheson, Sr Pat Mawn olsh, Gordon 
McCormack, Neil                    McCormack, Norma McCormack, Colin McLeod, Damien McMeniman, Maureen McNamara, Fr Ron 
Mollison, Monica Morrison, Tom O’Brien, Sr Valerian O’Brien olsh, June O’Callaghan, Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Sr Eleanor Par-
ker olsh, Rebecca Pullin, Dawn Punter, Br Luke Quinn cfc,  Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Neil Scott, Mary Shand, Jenny Simpson, 
Lea Tate, Louise Thornton, Philomena Van Brunschett, Rebecca Wallace, Genevieve Waters, Roseen Wode, Frank Zubeldia.   
We pray for all of our parishioners living in aged care facilities 
 

May those who have died recently rest in peace:  Patsy McDougall, Gary O’Connor, John Alexander, David Tazelaar 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Ronald Parker, Julie McHugh, Judith Massey, Claude 
Hill, Joan Crowley, Thomas Kennedy, Nance Brady, Hazel Thompson, Mary “May” Markey, Eileen Williams, Mervyn 
Kalinowski, Carmel Camens, Madonna McCarthy, Kevin Walsh, Catherine Rogers, Terence Edeyl, Ronald Parker, 
Carmel Francis Curtin, Nan Dippelsman, Douglas Wode  

The Australian Children’s Mass Book: You may have 
noticed that on each pew there is one copy of a Children’s Mass 
Missal. These books are available for all children to use and help 
be engaged during Mass. If you have more than one child, please 
feel free to pick up extra copies, but do remember to place them 
back on the pew you found them on. Adults are welcome to use 
them too if you need a little help with some words! The books 
are there to be used, but please leave them in the church when 
you leave Mass.   

Funeral Hospitality Ministry—HELP URGENTLY needed 
at both Christ the King and St Joseph’s. Are you able to 
lend a hand  providing and serving tea coffee and           
refreshments at a time when families need our comfort and 
support?  If so, please contact the Parish  Office on      
3379 1534.  

Items out of stock Items highly needed (ongoing) 

 Cooking oil 

 Basmati rice 

 Sugar 

 Body wash 

 Coconut milk/
cream 

  

 Honey 

 Plain Flour 

 Coffee 

 Handwash 

 Shopping vouchers (Coles, 
Woolworths, etc) 

ROMERO CENTRE—Supporting people seeking asylum: 
Urgently needed items in February 2020 for people ac-
cessing Romero Oscar Pantry - if you can help, please do-
nate the goods to the parish office to pass onto them. 

 

The Iona Passion Play is looking for potential apostles, 
Pharisees, crowd members and a Roman army! United in 
our mission to spread the message of Easter, the Play is 
often a family experience with children, parents and grand-
parents getting involved. Performed locally and around 
Australia for over 60 years, this year we will be performing 
at Iona College Performing Arts Complex on the 4th and 
10th April. We are currently seeking new cast and crew (all 
ages welcome—no experience necessary). General      
rehearsals are currently being held on Sundays from 
12.30pm—4.00pm in Oblate Hall at Iona College, 85 
North Rd, Lindum (Wynnum West). Come and join us! 
Please visit our website www.passionplay.org.au for further 
information or contact us at info@ipp.org.au. 

 International Women’s Day  
Thursday 5 March 2020 from 5:15pm Brigid Centre 

Rehearsal Space  
 

Join us as we celebrate the 2020 theme of ‘Celebrating our 

diverse community of strong women.’ There will be drinks 

and light snacks from 5.15pm with guest speakers           

commencing at 6pm. You’ll hear from strong, motivated   

women from diverse backgrounds doing amazing things in 

our community and globally. EMCEED by Rhianna Patrick, 

Guest speakers include: Elise Stephenson - Director of     

Social Impact , Cindy Howie - 1998 Graduate, Jessica 

Laidler - Multicultural Research and Projects Officer. Please 

RSVP by 3 March 2020 https://bit.ly/2SuvsYw. 

http://www.passionplay.org.au
mailto:info@ipp.org.au
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=wsGV30rTa0GtLyoVbTXNe96b3b6dLMRJoP4wySX0JxBURUU0OEM2UUg5TVFBVFZOMjNNMlRENVRWRC4u


 18 Clewley St, Corinda  Qld  4075    P  (07) 3379 1534       E  corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 

Monday 9.00 am St Joseph’s – Liturgy of the Word 

Wednesday 9.00 am St Joseph’s – Mass 

Thursday  9.00 am St Joseph’s – Mass 

Friday 9.30 am Christ the King – Mass 

DEVOTIONS 

Friday 7.00 pm St Joseph’s - Stations of the Cross 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday 6.00 pm St Joseph’s 

Sunday 8.00 am St Joseph’s 
 9.30 am Christ the King 
 6.00 pm Christ the King 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Saturday 5.00 pm – 5.30 pm St Joseph’s 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated  
by appointment on the following Sunday’s of the month 

 2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s 
 4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King 

All enquiries to the Parish Office 

PRAYER GROUPS 

Wednesday 9.00 am Gospel Reflection Group (ph. 3878 2414) 

Friday 7.30 pm Community of the Risen Lord 
 Catholic Charismatic Prayer Group 
 Christ the King Church, Graceville 
 Praise, Worship, Adoration & Message 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUPS 

Tuesday 5.30 pm 34 Mortlake Rd, Graceville (ph. 3379 2581) 

Tuesday 8.00pm  Wellspring Prayer Group. Christine    
 0411 248 569. Charismatic but in a quiet  way. 

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES 

GATHERING: " BEYOND THE DAYS"  

Refrain: Beyond the days of hope and myst’ry 
we see a light of faith renewed, 
and in our longing we thirst for guidance 
to walk with you day by day. 

Final: to walk with you day by day. 

1. Forty days and nights, you guide the steps of our journey. 
May your presence be felt in the whisper of your voice. 

2. Not on bread alone are we to walk on this journey. 
Speak the words that give life to the yearnings of our hearts. 

 

 

PENITENTIAL ACT: " THE CONFITEOR"  

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 

[And, striking their breast, they say:] 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 

[Then they continue:] 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  
"PSALM 51: BE MERCIFUL, O LORD" 

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned; 
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

 
LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: " MASS SHALOM"  

 
 
PREPARATION OF GIFTS:  
"FROM ASHES TO THE LIVING FONT" 
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR  
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church) 

FIRST WEEK OF LENT 

SUN, 1 MAR FIRST SUNDAY of LENT 
Gen 2:7-9, 3:1-7; Rom 5:12-19; Mt 4:1-11 

MON, 2 MAR Lev 19:1-2, 11-18; Mt 25:31-46 

TUE, 3 MAR Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15 

WED, 4 MAR St Casimir - Optional Memorial 
Jonah 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32 

THU, 5 MAR Esther 14:1, 3-5, 12-14; Mt 7:7-12 

FRI, 6 MAR AUTUMN EMBER DAY  
Special Day of Prayer and Penance 
Ezek 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26 

SAT, 7 MAR Sts Perpetua and Felicity - Optional Memorial 
Deut 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48 

SECOND WEEK OF LENT 

SUN, 8 MAR SECOND SUNDAY of LENT 
Gen 12:1-4; 2 Tim 1:8-10; Mt 17:1-9 

 

Let’s walk the Lenten Journey together…; 


