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The Pastor’s Pen….
On Wednesday, March 25, Pope Francis asked all believers to pray at 12 noon with
the entire Christian family the simple and humble prayer Jesus taught, the Lord’s
Prayer. Some of you did this alone while others did so in family or work groups, as I
did with our Parish Office Staff.
As Catholics (and other Christians, too) we know that Wednesday was a special
Solemnity honouring the Annunciation of the Lord to Mary. It reminded us that
Christmas is nine months away and that the great cycle of life, death and birth
continues, pregnant with fresh possibilities. This is especially poignant for us this year
when we see and feel so much grief, loss, anger and even some despair caused by
the Covid 19 pandemic sweeping our planet, shutting down many familiar activities
and places, our Parish Churches among them. In this regard I’m asking you to focus
on the Mass streamed from our St. Stephen’s Cathedral or if you can’t do this then
the televised Mass on Sunday mornings.
The Annunciation always falls on March 25 which is very close to Holy Week and
Easter. It happens at this time not only because it's nine months exactly from
Christmas and the birth of the Christ-child. It also helps us recall that in the midst of
our losses and sadnesses (Christ’s sufferings and self-giving for us all on the Cross)
new life is being re-created, and hope is springing up once again.
Last weekend was all about a man born blind being given sight by the Lord, and
through his trials, questions and rejection, growing into insight in the truth of Jesus.
Finally, he came to the point of worshipping Jesus, the Light of the world and God
with us. His was a journey from darkness/blindness into light and full insight, wisdom
and faith.
This weekend is another journey, the raising of Lazarus,
the brother of the Bethany women Martha and Mary, from
the smelly, death filled tomb. Lazarus, by Jesus’ words and
actions, travelled out of death back into life. In a special
way he was born again. As Jesus said to Martha; I am the
Resurrection and the Life. If anyone believes in me, even
though they die, yet they will live, and whoever lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?
What a question for me and you this is today in our
present circumstances! Thankfully, the hard working and
honest Martha said; Yes Lord, I believe that you are the
Christ, the Son of God, the One who was to come into this
world. Can any of us say the same thing right now? Can
we, confronted with the death and passing of so much we valued and held familiar,
affirm our faith as Martha did?
Our faith is being tried in this grave crisis (pun intended), as was Martha's and Mary’s
when they laid their beloved brother Lazarus away in the tomb sealing him from sight
and life. Of course we question and wonder about the meaning all that’s happening.
We have our fears for the future of our families, friends and work companions, but
what of Jesus in all of this? Where is He for us now, and what is He doing to walk
with us through this time of trial bringing us into Resurrection and New Life? I can’t
answer these questions for you, but I can say that I’m being asked them by Jesus
and by my faith with you. Like you, I’m looking for the answers that arise from my
soul, the dwelling place of God in me.
I’ve asked you read and pray from the little pamphlet I put together My Church @
Home that’s on our Parish website and to use the links mentioned. I’ve also asked
you to set up a bible in a special and prominent place in your home. Pick up our Holy
Book and turn to Psalm 129, a prayer of trust in God’s mercy. Together, wherever we
are, lets make this our prayer, united as one in our faith.

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.
Please stay in touch with the parish. For regular updates and
information, visit our website http://www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au/
or go to our new Facebook page at Corinda Graceville Catholic Parish
and click on “Like” and also “Follow”. If you have not been receiving
SMS messages from us, you may need to phone the parish office and
update your mobile number with us. Also you may wish to ensure that we
have your correct email address recorded correctly in our data base.
Please contact the parish office.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR

WEEKDAY LITURGIES

(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church)

Cancelled until further notice.

DEVOTIONS

SUN, 29 MAR

Cancelled until further notice.

SUNDAY MASSES

MON, 30 MAR

Cancelled until further notice.

TUE, 31 MAR
WED, 1 APR
THU, 2 APR

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
By appointment only.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
All enquiries to the Parish Office.

PRAYER AND CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUPS
May be held at the discretion of the group.

FRI, 3 APR
SAT, 4 APR
SUN, 5 APR

FIFTH WEEK OF LENT
FIFTH SUNDAY of LENT
Ezek 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45
Dan 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; Jn 8:111
Num 21:4-9; Jn 8:21-30
Dan 3:14-20, 24-25, 28; Jn 8:31-42
St Francis of Paola, hermit - Optional Memorial
Gen 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59
Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42
Ezek 37:21-28; Jn 11:45-56
HOLY WEEK
PALM SUNDAY of the PASSION of the LORD
Entrance: Mt 21:1-11

In today’s Gospel Jesus knew that by responding to the call of Mary and Martha, and travelling to Bethany, the authorities would take the
opportunity to kill him. But he also knew that by raising Lazarus from the dead many would recognise Him as the promised Messiah.
Jesus gave his life for the life of Lazarus, just as Jesus gave his life for each one of us. So we pray…..
For our Holy Father Pope Francis, Archbishop Mark, all the bishops and the clergy everywhere: that they may lead us to deeper faith in
God and a stronger love for others. Let us pray to the Lord.
For our RCIA candidate, Nicole: may she experience blessings, happiness and love in the context of the Christian community. Let us
pray to the Lord
For ourselves: may the gift of forgiveness from our sins that we receive from God inspire us with the grace to generously forgive others
who may have offended us. Let us pray to the Lord.
For all who are sick, especially Larel McIntoch and Carl Girgenti, and all those affected across the world by the corona virus: may they
know the healing power of God’s love. Let us pray to the Lord.
For those who have died, especially … Desley Connolly, Celine Doherty, Archbishop John Bathersby, Fr Peter Conroy, Ken Ward, and
the victims of the Corona Pandemic; and those whose anniversary occurs around this time, including Carolin Fogarty, Imelda Lourigan,
Margaret Parer, William White, Maureen McMahon, David Radford, Andrew McCarthy, Brian Kelly, Conrad Maesepp, Gregory Hobbs,
Arthur Egert, Adeline Attwood. May the promise of resurrection for the just give hope to all. Let us pray to the Lord.

Fifth Sunday of Lent - 29th March 2020

Tawonga is a 10-year-old girl, living with a disability. She lives in a village in northern Malawi
in a region plagued by food insecurity and poverty. For most of her life, her parents have
struggled to put meals on the table. Tawonga often had to miss school because she was too sick from hunger. The
family also faced discrimination in their community due to her disability. Since participating in a Caritas Australia
supported program, Tawonga’s life has transformed. Her family now grows enough food to provide three meals a
day, ending the struggle of malnutrition, and helping her thrive at school.
Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning
1800 024 413. Please bring in your Project Commission envelopes and money boxes to the parish office or
hold them until further notice for your well being!

Visit the Australian Catholic Bishop’s Conference
website at https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome for
many links to help you pray at home through these
difficult days.
For the latest media releases from the
Archdiocese of Brisbane please visit archbne.org/zhz
Subscribe to CathNews
A daily electronic news report of the Catholic Church, it’s
works, mission and events across the world.
https://www.cathnews.com/subscribe

Envelope Planned Giving: We r ealise that you may be
concerned that you are unable to get your gifts to the parish. Please
know that we want you to take care of yourselves firstly and
self-isolate. We will be here when this is all over so just keep the
envelopes with you until we meet again face to face. We are also
concerned of the cross contamination in regards to the handling of
money. Again please limit your own risks. However, if you would
like to get your planned giving envelopes to us, please come to the
Parish Office, during business hours 9am to 3pm Monday to Friday.
This may also be a time to consider electronic giving via Direct
Debit or Credit Card. If you need to change amounts or put it your
planned giving on hold, we are more than happy to help.

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Fraser Ainsworth, Imogen Atkins, Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Fleur Bennell,
Alannah Berman, Baby Emme Blackford, John Burgess, Dexter Butler, Trevor Butler, Alan Carr, Jairo Cifuentes, Beryl Clark, Lina Daddow,
Anne-Marie Deschamps, Robyn Dodd, Trevor Fanton, Chris Ferguson, Jack Gabler, Fr Gianni ofm, Nash Giles, Gerard Gillespie, Kendall
Hammond, Myrna Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Anne-Marie Hollier, Monica Lampe, The Lip Family, Anthony Lupi, Derek MacLean,
Kathryn Matheson, Sr Pat Mawn olsh, Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack, Laurel McIntoch, Colin McLeod, Damien McMeniman,
Maureen McNamara, Fr Ron Mollison, Adam Morrison, Monica Morrison, Tom O’Brien, Sr Valerian O’Brien olsh, June O’Callaghan, Taavi
Orupold, Emma Parer, Sr Eleanor Parker olsh, Rebecca Pullin, Dawn Punter, Br Luke Quinn cfc, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Neil Scott,
Mary Shand, Jenny Simpson, Lea Tate, Louise Thornton, Philomena Van Brunschett, Rebecca Wallace, Genevieve Waters, Roseen Wode,
Frank Zubeldia. We pray for all of our parishioners living in aged care facilities
May the recently deceased rest in peace: Desley Connolly, Archbishop John Bathersby, Celine Doherty, Fr Joseph Walsh, Ken Ward,
Fr Peter Conroy
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Carolin Fogarty, Imelda Lourigan, Margaret Parer, William White, Maureen
McMahon, David Radford, Andrew McCarthy, Brian Kelly, Conrad Maesepp, Gregory Hobbs, Arthur Egert, Adeline Attwood, Guiseppe
Danieli, Raymond Stewart, Leslie Morris, Millicent Grogan, Patricia Stepanchich, Veronica Howard, Anthony Brady, Norma McNamara,
Colin McMullen

18 Clewley St, Corinda Qld 4075
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A message for our Sacramental Program families
In order to best support our community our team will be working on developing strategies and measures for our Parish to
implement so that we may continue to share resources and information with our Parishioners. This will include advice and
information on setting up a prayer table at home, live streaming of daily Masses from Cathedral of St Stephen, My Church at
Home resources, materials to assist your children in in the Sacramental journey, information on enrolling in the Sacraments
of Initiation program and so on. Not on our email list? You can subscribe now via email addressed to:
sc.corindgraceville@bne.catholic.net.au
This is a time of challenge and opportunity as we explore innovative and creative ways to continue to celebrate and share
our Faith. I will communicate via email directly with affected families regarding First Holy Communion preparation and
information on the Sacraments of Initiation program.
On behalf of the Parish I thank you again for your patience and understanding in this ever evolving environment and reiterate
the commitment to communicating any changes as soon as practicable in order to minimise inconvenience. Please don’t
hesitate to make contact with any queries that you may have.
In times of uncertainty and darkness let our faith and shared humanity continue to be our light.
Please note changes to the following scheduled activities and events:Sacraments of Initiation Information Night
Thursday 26 March
CANCELLED
Rite of Enrolment (First Holy Communion)
28/29 March
CANCELLED
First Holy Communion Group based Preparation Sessions
Term 2
CANCELLED
Rosary Bead Making Workshop
14 May
ON HOLD
Sacraments of Initiation Information Night
All information relevant to this information session will be sent electronically to those families that had already expressed
interest in attending.
The same information will also be available online via our Parish website.
Queries pertaining to the contents of this information may be directed to the program coordinator at:
sc.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au or 3379 1534
First Holy Communion preparation
We will continue to prepare our children to receive the Sacrament of First Holy Communion.
All enrolled families will receive a new booklet that is to be used for work from home commencing the week of 20 April.
The program coordinator will also be available for advice and any queries at: sc.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au or
3379 1534.
In times of uncertainty and darkness let our faith and shared humanity continue to be our light.
Kind regards, Melissa Lonergan, Sacramental Program Coordinator

PRAYER IN THIS TIME OF CRISIS
Almighty and all-merciful God, lover of the human race, healer of all our wounds,
in whom there is no shadow of death, save us in this time of crisis;
grant wisdom and courage to our leaders;
watch over all medical people as they tend the sick and work for a cure;
stir in us a sense of solidarity beyond all isolation;
if our doors are closed, let our hearts be open.
By the power of your love, destroy the virus of fear, that hope may never die
and the light of Easter, the triumph of life, may shine upon us and the whole world.
Through Jesus Christ, the Lord risen from the dead, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
Holy Mary, health of the sick, pray for us.
St Joseph, guardian of us all, pray for us.
Archbishop Mark Coleridge
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