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The Pastor’s Pen…
I am writing to you from the silence of my home, living with you as I do, in our Parish.
Like so many of you I find myself often alone, cut off from my family and friends who
are far away, and distanced from my support network. In a most particular and painful
way I miss you, the people and my family of faith, our Parish of Corinda Graceville.
We’ve come now to this sacred and special time in our Christian lives, the time of
Jesus’ self-giving death and glorious resurrection. We thought that we’d be
celebrating the Lord’s love and victory together in our Churches with our hearts and
minds one in His Spirit. Instead, because of this most extraordinary time in human
history, we’re scattered, locked down, bunkered down, isolated in so many ways from
what we have, until now, known as normal life. Yet, despite this physical separation,
I’m still able to reach you in your homes and hearts through these words, so I thank
you for welcoming me in as a member of your family this Easter-time.
As is well known, evil people and bad things always try to scatter and sunder us
apart. Holy people and good works always strive to unite and bring people into unity.
Covid 19 is a bad thing for the human race, pushing us away and apart from one
another. We accept and willingly co-operate with our separation so that we can
lovingly protect and shield from disease and death as many as possible. Today, and
for many days and nights to come, such is the sacrifice we offer. By our faith we
choose to join our loving self-giving to that of Christ on Calvary’s Cross. Think of it as
your gift and sacrifice offered for the good of the entire community.
I have said that we do this ‘by faith’ because it is our faith alone that makes sense
and gives meaning to the sacrifices and privations we’re making. Our faith is not in
the Cross, and nothing else. If it were, then we’d belong to some kind of ‘death cult’
and certainly, we don’t! Instead our faith points us unerringly to Christ Crucified and
Risen, the Lord of Life and the Saviour of the World. Our faith is in New Life through
the gateway of Cross. Our faith is an Easter faith in the Risen Lord, victorious over
sin, separation, sundering and death in all of its manifestations. This is the Easter
message that Jesus, our hope and strength, speaks to us so urgently this year. It has
to be heard and shared by each and every one of us with great passion and steadfast
conviction in these difficult days.
While we celebrate our Easter at home using the many resources offered on our
Parish website and FaceBook page, tuning into the Mass from St. Stephen’s
Cathedral, I assure you that I am with you as best I’m able; in my prayer, in my heart
and mind, and in my efforts to reach out to you by whatever means I can find. If the
Gethsemane experience, trials and some sacrifices mark out the present, they are
part of our sharing with Christ. What’s more, they, and our losses aren’t the sum of
our worth, nor the end of the story of our lives, any more than they were for Him who
now lives and reigns forever and ever. Join me and all our people in letting the Light
of Christ shine on us, a light that no darkness can ever overcome. Peace be with all
of you at Easter.

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.
The Seven Network will
stream The Lord’s Passion
at 3pm on Good Friday
and Easter Mass at 10.30am
on Easter Sunday, across
the country on Channel 7,
and live-streamed on 7plus.
Both liturgies will be
broadcast commercial-free
and in their entirety.

WEEKDAY LITURGIES

CHRIST IS RISEN, ALLELUIA!! Today is the most impor tant
day in the Christian calendar. Without the resurrection our faith is
pointless. For this reason, let’s all throw ourselves into the
celebration of this amazing day. Even though we are not physically
together, our hearts and minds are joined as we experience the joyful
message of the resurrection. We bring our petitions to the God who
loved us so much that he sent his Son to save us.

Cancelled until further notice.

DEVOTIONS
Cancelled until further notice.

SUNDAY MASSES
Cancelled until further notice.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

For the Church. May we proclaim the hope of the resurrection to a
world which is tempted to despair. Let us pray to the Lord

By appointment only.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

For Nicole, who was scheduled to be received into full Communion
with the Church this Easter. Wrapped in the love of her parish
community, may she find her spirit strengthened as she awaits the
reception of the Sacraments. Let us pray to the Lord

All enquiries to the Parish Office.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church)

THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM
EASTER SUNDAY of the
RESURRECTION of the LORD
Easter Vigil in the Holy Night
Gen 1:1 - 2:2; Gen 22:1-18;
Ex 14:15 - 15:1; Is 54:5-14; Is 55:1-11;
Baruch 3:9-15, 32 - 4:4; Ezek 36:16-28;
Rom 6:3-11; Lk 24:1-12
Day Acts 10:34, 37-43; Col 3:1-4 or
1 Cor 5:6-8; Jn 20:1-9 or Lk 24:1-12 or,
at an evening Mass, Lk 24:13-15
EASTER TIME
OCTAVE OF EASTER
MON, 13 APR
Acts 2:14, 22-33; Mt 28:8-15
TUE, 14 APR
Acts 2:36-41; Jn 20:11-18
WED, 15 APR
Acts 3:1-10; Lk 24:13-35
THU, 16 APR
Acts 3:11-26; Lk 24:35-48
FRI, 17 APR
Acts 4:1-12; Jn 21:1-14
SAT, 18 APR
Acts 4:13-21; Mk 16:9-15
SECOND WEEK OF EASTER
SUN, 19 APR
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

For all the suffering people of the world, including those affected in
any way by the Corona virus, and those being assisted by our Project
Compassion offerings. Let us pray to the Lord

SUN, 12 APR

For ourselves. May we take to heart the presence of Jesus in our
lives, saying to us, as he said to the two Marys at the tomb:
“Greetings. Do not be afraid”. Let us pray to the Lord
For all who are sick, especially Laurel MacIntoch, Carl Girgenti, and
Anne-Marie Earley. May God’s healing presence fill them with hope
and peace. Let us pray to the Lord
For those who have died, especially Deacon Peter Olsen, and the
many victims of the corona virus, and for those whose anniversaries
occur about this time, especially Dora Heaton, Tony Heaton,
Cay Taylor, Dorothy Fitzgerald, John Hansen, Franke Clarke,
Nell Connors, Eric Hodgman, Callista Rand, Anthony Bohan. May
they rise with Jesus to a new life in their heavenly home. Let us
pray to the Lord

PRAYER IN THIS TIME OF CRISIS

(Divine Mercy Sunday)

Acts 2:42-47; 1 Pet 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31

Almighty and all-merciful God,
lover of the human race, healer of all our wounds,
in whom there is no shadow of death,
save us in this time of crisis;
grant wisdom and courage to our leaders;
watch over all medical people
as they tend the sick and work for a cure;
stir in us a sense of solidarity beyond all isolation;
if our doors are closed, let our hearts be open.
By the power of your love, destroy the virus of fear,
that hope may never die
and the light of Easter, the triumph of life,
may shine upon us and the whole world.
Through Jesus Christ, the Lord risen from the dead,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.
Holy Mary, health of the sick, pray for us.
St Joseph, guardian of us all, pray for us.

The Journey is a weekly program developed
by the Catholic Diocese of Wollongong and is
the only Catholic radio program in Australia
aired on general Christian radio.
Visit www.jcr.org.au or www.itunes.jcr.org.au
where you can listen anytime.

Remember to “Like” and “Follow” our new Facebook
page at Corinda Graceville Catholic Parish
Hard copies of the newsletter are available on the front
porches of both churches.

Sign up to receive regular emails, including twominute homilies, daily readings and updates from the
Archdiocese by visiting www.archbne.org/dwlk

Holy Cross Funerals

Archbishop Mark Coleridge

Phone 3293 0555
info@holycrossfunerals.com
www.holycrossfunerals.com

Stay Connected - Online Resources to Help During Isolation. For all information from the Parish, the
Archdiocese and beyond click on http://www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au/stay-connected.html This one
stop page on our parish website will connect you to all parish news, Live Stream Masses from the Cathedral of
St Stephen, Holy Week at Home resources, Two Minute Homilies, The Catholic Leader, resources for children &
families, and prayers & reflections. All at the click of a button!
We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Fraser Ainsworth, Imogen Atkins, Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Fleur Bennell,
Alannah Berman, John Burgess, Dexter Butler, Trevor Butler, Alan Carr, Jairo Cifuentes, Lina Daddow, Anne-Marie Deschamps, Robyn
Dodd, Trevor Fanton, Chris Ferguson, Jack Gabler, Fr Gianni ofm, Nash Giles, Gerard Gillespie, Carl Girgenti, Kendall Hammond, Clare
Hickey, Ned Hiller, Anne-Marie Hollier, Monica Lampe, The Lip Family, Anthony Lupi, Derek MacLean, Kathryn Matheson, Gordon
McCormack, Neil McCormack, Laurel MacIntoch, Colin McLeod, Damien McMeniman, Maureen McNamara, Fr Ron Mollison, Adam
Morrison, Monica Morrison, Tom O’Brien, Sr Valerian O’Brien olsh, June O’Callaghan, Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Rebecca Pullin, Dawn
Punter, Br Luke Quinn cfc, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Neil Scott, Mary Shand, Jenny Simpson, Lea Tate, Philomena Van Brunschett,
Rebecca Wallace, Genevieve Waters, Roseen Wode, Frank Zubeldia. We pray for all of our parishioners living in aged care facilities
May the recently deceased rest in peace: Deacon Peter Olsen, Louise Thornton, Desley Connolly
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Dora Heaton, Tony Heaton, Cay Taylor, Dorothy Fitzgerald, John Hansen,
Franke Clarke, Nell Connors, Eric Hodgman, Callista Rand, Anthony Bohan, Kit Melaney, Jack Dennis, Henry Thomas, Enid Reardon,
Millicent Vokes, Arthur Machin, Mary Healy
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