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The Pastor’s Pen…
About ten years ago I took Mum with me on a fly up / drive down holiday to Cairns.
Upon arrival we stayed a few days with friends in the North, enjoying their family,
before moving into a hotel and doing trips we'd planned. Mum hadn’t been to Far
North Queensland in decades so I tried to make sure that we found things to do that
we’d both enjoy, bringing back memories, and making some new ones.
One morning we took the train to Kuranda staying in the village a few hours before
returning on the SkyRail, despite my aversion to heights. While in Kuranda I chanced
to meet a lady, Bununda Coralie Wason, the artist who painted the picture below.
She is from the Djabugay tribe, the indigenous Rainforest people of the North. I
instantly fell for this painting, and as it wasn’t too expensive I bought it, clutching it to
my chest on the (for me, not Mum) perilous and scary SkyRail journey back to the
safe and solid ground of Cairns.
This picture now hangs in my small office at my home. The artist told me that it's
about faith and community; the tribes and peoples gathered in big circles around the
central image of the crucified and risen Christ, their energy and focus of unity. The
rich shades of brown and blue are drawn in towards the white circle around the Lord
helped by their leaders and teachers, the smaller circles, to concentrate on the One
Leader and Teacher of us all, Jesus the Risen Lord.
The Acts of the Apostles, the story of the first days, months and years of the early
believers was written by St. Luke. It is much used during these fifty days of Easter
Time leading to Pentecost, which this year falls on the weekend 30th/31st May. The
story of Acts tells us about the whole community united by their faith in the Lord,
heeding the teaching and witness of the apostles, sharing everything in common and
breaking the bread together, just as the Lord had commanded. In this time of
pandemic and 'stay at home’ orders we have to use the resources our Parish
provides on our website and Facebook pages, the Masses streamed from St.
Stephen’s, Mass on TV and other means we find to keep united as a community, a
Parish and people of God focused through our faith on Christ.
John’s Gospel for this weekend is about the first appearances of the Risen Lord to
the disciples who were locked down, shut up tight in a room because of their fear.
Jesus’ message to them, and now to us, is all about peace, forgiveness and mercy. It
comes with a commission from Him to forgive others in the power of His Spirit. We
need to remember that it took the disciples quite some time to grasp this message,
moving beyond their fear to begin their public witnessing. It will take us a lot of time
before we can go out freely once more. Still, even from our homes, we have ways to
keep the Good-News alive and active, contacting each other, sharing peace,
thoughtfulness, care and love during this difficult time.
Over this week I ask you to look, and look again, at the painting (below) remembering
what the artist told me and what I’ve told you, a message of community and faith,
sharing with each other with all of us drawn in towards Our Lord, the focus of our
unity and hope. As you do this pray the words of the response to the Psalm, a mantra
we can easily repeat over the week ahead; 'Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting’.
Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.

First assembly of Plenary Council postponed
In response to the dramatic changes caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, the bishops of Australia have made the “difficult,
but necessary” decision to postpone the first assembly of the
Plenary Council.
Changes in the ways people live, work and communicate due
to the pandemic led the Bishops Commission for the Plenary
Council to consult with the advisory and planning teams, as
well as the wider Australian Catholic Bishops Conference.
The decision was made to postpone the assembly scheduled
for October.
The Church’s focus at the moment, and for the foreseeable
future, was ensuring people continue to be cared for
pastorally, spiritually and emotionally during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The bishops will consider
proposals for an alternative timeline for the
Council’s two Assemblies.

WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Cancelled until further notice.

DEVOTIONS
Cancelled until further notice.

SUNDAY MASSES
Cancelled until further notice.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
By appointment only.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
All enquiries to the Parish Office.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church)

SUN, 19 APR
MON, 20 APR
TUE, 21 APR

Remember to “Like” and “Follow” our new Facebook page at
Corinda Graceville Catholic Parish Hard copies of the
newsletter are available on the front porches of both churches.
Fr Mark’s homilies and Scripture reflections are available on
our parish website www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au

WED 22 APR
THU, 23 APR

CHRIST IS RISEN, ALLELUIA!! We continue our celebr ation
of the Easter season in extraordinary times. Today, we hear the story
of Thomas, who needed to see in order to believe in Jesus. In these
darker times, separated from our faith community, we, too could
come to doubt. But the many instances of goodness around us
should help us hold on to our hope and our faith so that we too can
show the love of God in any way open to us.

FRI, 24 APR
SAT, 25 APR

SUN, 26 APR

For the Church. May we rejoice in hearing Jesus say “Peace be with
you” and reach out to spread that peace to those who are distressed.
Let us pray to the Lord.

For all the suffering people of the world, including those affected by
the cyclone in the Pacific islands, and those touched in any way by
the Corona virus. Let us pray to the Lord.

For all who are sick, especially those suffering from the Corona
Virus. May God’s healing presence fill them with hope and peace.
Let us pray to the Lord.
For those who have died, especially Deacon Peter Olsen, and the
many victims of the corona virus, and for those whose anniversaries
occur about this time, especially Mary Green, Shirley Harris, Peter
Foster, Jadwiga Iwanko, June Duncan, Tony and Dora Heaton. May
they rise with Jesus to a new life in their heavenly home. Let us
pray to the Lord

(Divine Mercy Sunday)

Acts 2:42-47; 1 Pet 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31
Acts 4:23-31; Jn 3:1-8
St Anselm, bishop, doctor of the church
- Optional Memorial

Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7-15
Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21
St George, martyr - Optional Memorial
St Adalbert, bishop, martyr - Optional Memorial
Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36
St Fidelis of Sigmaringen, priest, martyr
- Optional Memorial

Acts 5:35-42; Jn 6:1-15
Anzac Day
Wis 3:1-9 or Is 9:1-6; 1 Cor 1:18-25 or
Eph 2:13-18; Jn 12:23-28 or Jn 14:23-29
THIRD WEEK OF EASTER
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 2:14, 22-33; 1 Pet 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35

LIGHT UP THE DAWN ON ANZAC DAY - 6am
Saturday 25th April. This year, due to the
cancellation of ANZAC Day services, all are
invited to stand in your driveway at 6am, or on
your balcony or front porch, or even in your
lounge room to remember all those who have served and
sacrificed. Please light a candle or even use the light on
your phone, to “Light Up The Dawn”. The RSL has said the
qualities of the Anzac spirit - courage, endurance, humour,
ingenuity, and mateship - were particularly applicable for
Australians amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

For those faced with making critical decisions for the good of many,
that God will guide their judgement and that those around them will
support them in their role. Let us pray to the Lord.

For those who cannot believe, including members of our own
families. May Jesus, who reached out in understanding to Thomas,
touch their hearts and bring them home to Him. Let us pray to the
Lord.

EASTER TIME
SECOND WEEK OF EASTER
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

To support you throughout these days when we cannot
gather to celebrate the Eucharist the Carmelites are offering
a Celebrating at Home series each week. Celebrating at
Home is a down-loadable Liturgy of the Word centred
around the Gospel reading for each Sunday. It includes a
reflection on the Gospel and prayers.
Visit https://www.carmelites.org.au/celebratingathome

Holy Cross Funerals

Phone 3293 0555
info@holycrossfunerals.com
www.holycrossfunerals.com

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Fraser Ainsworth, Imogen Atkins, Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Fleur Bennell,
Alannah Berman, John Burgess, Dexter Butler, Trevor Butler, Alan Carr, Jairo Cifuentes, Lina Daddow, Anne-Marie Deschamps, Robyn
Dodd, Trevor Fanton, Chris Ferguson, Jack Gabler, Fr Gianni ofm, Nash Giles, Gerard Gillespie, Carl Girgenti, Kendall Hammond, Myrna
Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Anne-Marie Hollier, Monica Lampe, The Lip Family, Anthony Lupi, Derek MacLean, Kathryn Matheson,
Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack, Laurel MacIntoch, Colin McLeod, Damien McMeniman, Maureen McNamara, Fr Ron Mollison,
Adam Morrison, Monica Morrison, Tom O’Brien, Sr Valerian O’Brien olsh, June O’Callaghan, Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Rebecca Pullin,
Dawn Punter, Br Luke Quinn cfc, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Neil Scott, Mary Shand, Jenny Simpson, Lea Tate, Philomena Van
Brunschett, Rebecca Wallace, Genevieve Waters, Roseen Wode, Frank Zubeldia. We pray for all of our parishioners living in aged care
facilities
May the recently deceased rest in peace: Deacon Peter Olsen
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Mary Green, Shirley Harris, Jadwiga Iwanko, Peter Foster, June Duncan,
Dora Heaton, Tony Heaton, Cay Taylor, Dorothy Fitzgerald, John Hansen, Franke Clarke, Nell Connors, Eric Hodgman, Callista Rand,
Anthony Bohan
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