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The Pastor’s Pen…
Luke’s Gospel tells us a great story of defeat changed into victory, and an
unexpected victory at that. Two disciples were walking away from Jerusalem early on
the first Easter Sunday morning. They felt that their hopes had been smashed and
believed that their dreams had been laid waste by Jesus’ death on Good Friday. In
their minds all was lost, so with heavy hearts they were heading away from this
defeat, away from their fear of arrest and suffering, making for the small village of
Emmaus.
A stranger came beside them and walked with them on the road. Through a
conversation He brought the light of a new understanding to their minds, uplifting their
hearts by explaining the scriptures and the place of suffering and death in God’s
saving plan. Asking Him to stay on with them for the night they shared the evening
meal together. During this meal the stranger that they still didn’t recognise took up the
bread, said the blessing and broke it. At that moment their eyes were opened. They
saw who this stranger really was, knowing Him to be their friend and leader, Jesus
the Lord risen from the dead.
Quickly He vanished from their sight, but they were on fire. Immediately, despite the
lateness of the hour, they made back for Jerusalem where they found the other
eleven disciples, who told them that it was true; Jesus had risen and had appeared to
Simon Peter. After hearing this news they told their own story and how they had
come to recognise Jesus at the breaking of the bread.
As much as we all wish and need, we can’t be together as a community of disciples
right now to share in the breaking of the bread, the Eucharist. We have to rely on our
Parish website and Facebook page, on streamed and televised Masses from afar,
and on emails, phone calls and mailed newsletters to help us stick together through
this time of crisis. All of us are trying our best to deepen our faith over these long
months, hungering more and more for the Bread of Life, the Parish community,
Masses and celebrations into the bargain.
Ten years ago I went to Turkey, and as part of that trip, to Gallipoli. You can see
three of the photos I took (see photos over the page) of dawn over the peninsular, the
beach, and of Lone Pine. I was lucky to make it there once, knowing that I’ll never get
to return. In truth, the Gallipoli campaign was flawed in many ways right from the
start, ending in defeat and too much senseless loss of life. The most successful part
of that eight month’s long occupation was the withdrawal and retreat, silent and without further casualties. Out of defeat and disaster we have fashioned a different kind
of victory, that of courage, sacrifice, mateship, resourcefulness and endurance. The
death and blood was real, as was the story of brotherhood and sacrifice that’s
become one of the ‘foundation stories’ for our nation.
ANZAC Day this year will not be ‘business as usual’ granted the present time of
sacrifice, solidarity and service we are being asked to make for the protection and
good of the many. This moment is our moment in history for putting the common
good and well-being of the many before our own personal wishes and desires. In
1915 the men on the beach and in the ravines lasted eight months before their retreat
was effected. How long we will have to endure isn’t known. What we do know is that
they did it for love of us and our values, and so we do what we have to do now for
love of each other. In this way we are imitating Jesus Christ who came not to be
served but to serve, and to give His life away as a ransom for many.
Out of sacrifice and self-giving love new life begins to bloom, victory begins to dawn,
as it ever has in unexpected ways. This is our faith, born out of His resurrection from
the dead. The Risen Jesus is walking on this road with us, wanting to talk with us in
person and in prayer, setting our hearts aflame with hope before sending us back to
Jerusalem, back to the centre of the action, alive with fresh joy and His Good-News
to share. As we read the scriptures for this weekend connecting with each other in
whatever way we’re able, let’s draw on our memories of faith and so begin to find a
new and even better way forward.

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.
Stay Connected - Online Resources to Help During Isolation.
For all information from the Parish, the Archdiocese and beyond click on http://
www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au/stay-connected.htm This one stop page on our
parish website will connect you to all parish news, Live Stream Masses from the
Cathedral of St Stephen, at Home resources, Two Minute Homilies, The Catholic Leader,
resources for children & families, and prayers & reflections. All at the click of a button!

Fr Mark’s photos of his trip to Gallipoli, ten years ago. The top photo
is of dawn breaking over the peninsular. The second photo is the
beach at Gallipoli. The final photo is of the cemetery at Lone Pine.

CHRIST IS RISEN. HE IS RISEN INDEED!
ALLELUIA!!
Today’s Gospel challenges us to recognise Jesus
when we meet Him along our path of life. In these
difficult days of isolation, we can find ourselves
coming across both extraordinary and simple acts
of loving outreach, from unexpected sources. Yes,
we can meet Jesus in any circumstance of our
lives!
Jesus is the hope of the world, and it is we, the
Church, who are entrusted with sharing this hope
in every circumstance of life. May we live out this
mission every day. Let us pray to the Lord
For our pope, bishops and priests. As they find
innovative ways to engage us in the life of the
Church, may they continue to listen to the
outpourings of the Spirit and to share the vision
they receive. Let us pray to the Lord
The people of Vanuatu, Fiji and Tonga have
suffered the full force of cyclone Harold, yet their
plight is receiving little attention because of the
effects of the corona virus. May God enfold them
in love, and may people of good will remember
them in their time of need. Let us pray to the Lord
Even among those who have not contracted Covid
19, there are many people suffering emotionally
and financially. May they be strengthened by
God’s presence in their lives and supported by
those around them. Let us pray to the Lord
We are separated from physical reception of the
Body and Blood of Christ, but we remain a part of
the Body of Christ. While hungering for a return to
our churches, may we remember that Jesus also
comes to us through the word of God, and take
advantage of this time to read and reflect daily on
the Good News. Let us pray to the Lord
For all who are sick. May God’s healing presence
fill them with hope and peace. Let us pray to the
Lord
For those who have died, especially Tom O’Brien,
Br Ted Merritt msc, Sr Majella Foster pbvm, Sr
Mary Foster pbvm, and the many victims of the
corona virus, and for those whose anniversaries
occur about this time, especially Joseph Cook,
Terence Lawless, Laurie Pattison, Jill Horrocks,
Ivan Carmichael, Patrick McMahon, Christopher
Cain, Frank Doherty, Betty Hillman, Robert
Montocchio. May they rise with Jesus to a new life
in their heavenly home. Let us pray to the Lord
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WEEKDAY LITURGIES

“Christ Still Rises”
Christ still rises when fear grips our city,
when death takes no pity,
when much is unknown.
Christ still rises when friends are divided,
when joy feels misguided,
when we are alone.
Christ still rises when churches are shuttered,
when praises are muttered,
when prayers go unsaid.
Christ still rises when peace has all faded,
when we are most jaded,
when faith turns to dread,
when faith turns to dread.
Christ still rises when we give to neighbours,
when we share our labours,
when strangers belong.
Christ still rises when we come together,
when love is our tether,
when hope is our song.
Christ still rises when grieving is ended,
when bodies are mended,
when beauty heals pain.
Christ still rises when fear has retreated,
when death is defeated
and joy will remain,
and joy will remain.
“Christ Still Rises” Text: David Bjorlin; © 2020, GIA Publications, Inc.
Music: HICKS; Benjamin Brody; © 2020, GIA Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-640186.

Cancelled until further notice.

DEVOTIONS
Cancelled until further notice.

SUNDAY MASSES
Cancelled until further notice.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
By appointment only.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
All enquiries to the Parish Office.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church)

SUN, 26 APR
MON, 27 APR

EASTER TIME
THIRD WEEK OF EASTER
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 2:14, 22-33; 1 Pet 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35
St Louis Grignion de Montfort, priest
- Optional Memorial

TUE, 28 APR

Acts 6:8-15; Jn 6:22-29
St Peter Chanel, priest, martyr - Memorial
Acts 7:51 - 8:1; Jn 6:30-35

WED 29 APR

(Alt. 1 Cor 1:18-25; Mk 1:14-20)
St Catherine of Siena, virgin, doctor of the church
- Memorial

Acts 8:1-8; Jn 6:35-40
THU, 30 APR
FRI, 1 MAY

(Alt. 1 Jn 1:5 - 2:2; Mt 11:25-30)
St Pius V, pope - Optional Memorial

Acts 8:26-40; Jn 6:44-51
St Joseph the Worker - Optional Memorial
Acts 9:1-20; Jn 6:52-59

The Archbishop has made the following appointments:
(Alt. Gen 1:26 - 2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24;
Mt 13:54-58)
Fr Paul Chackanikunnel CMI as Parish Priest of Chermside;
Dcn Andrew O’Brien as Director of the Office of the Archbishop;
SAT, 2 MAY
St Athanasius, bishop, doctor of the church
- Memorial
Fr Joseph-Hien Van Vo as Associate Pastor of Caloundra; Fr
Acts 9:31-42; Jn 6:60-69
Emmanuel Ayankudy CMI as Dean of Redland Bayside Deanery;
(Alt. 1 Jn 5:1-5; Mt 10:22-25)
Fr Stephen Bliss OFM as Administrator of Esk; Fr Xuan Long
FOURTH WEEK OF EASTER
Nguyen SVD as Associate Pastor of Kingston Marsden; Fr Ho
SUN,
3
MAY
FOURTH
SUNDAY OF EASTER
Bach Tran SVD as Associate Pastor of Inala; Fr Rony
Acts 2:14, 36-41; 1 Pet 2:20-25; Jn 10:1-10
Kalapurackal Chacko MCBS as Associate Pastor of Jubilee; Fr
Thomas Kessy CSSp as Chaplain to the Knights of the Southern
Westside Community Kitchen at Sherwood Services Club
Cross; Fr Neville Yun as Parish Priest of Hendra Hamilton;
1 Clewley Street, Corinda, can help you out with dinner
Fr Josekutty Vadakkel CMI as Parish Priest of Albany Creek;
for a night or for the whole week. The popular range includes
Fr Michael Grace as Administrator of Indooroopilly; Fr Raju
Beef Casserole, Beef Rissoles
Kanjirathinal Joseph CMI as Associate Pastor of Sunnybank;
Butter Chicken (Gluten free)
Fr Denis Scanlan as Dean of the North West Deanery; Fr Huong
Penne
Carbonara,
Pesto Pumpkin & Gnocchi
Nguyen as Associate Pastor of Grovely; Fr Max Polak as Chaplain
Spaghetti Bolognese, Sweet & Sour Pork
of Opus Dei; Fr Raphael Abboud as Chaplain of RAAF Amberley
Meals are priced at $9 each, 3 for $25 or 4 or more are just
Base; Fr Chima Ofor as Chaplain of The Prince Charles and
$7.50 each. Open every day from 11am - 6pm.
St Vincent’s Northside Hospitals; Sr Mel Williams OSU as Vicar
for Religious. Welcome to Fr Hadeel Albabo of the Chaldean
Need the Care Army?
Catholic Church as he comes to study at ACU in Brisbane.
If you’re a senior and need community support, there are
Missionary of the Sacred Heart Brother Ted Merritt passed away many Queenslanders who’d love to help – to have a chat
in Darwin on 9th April at the age of 92. Br Ted was a Corinda lad, and over the phone, to help you with groceries and medications.
an ex-student of St Joseph’s Corinda. Raised in the parish by Edward
Call your Care Army on 1800 173 349
and Mary, Br Ted and his three siblings Maureen Burgess (d), James (d)
and Margaret Greentree were all members of the parish for many decJoin the Care Army to reach out to family, friends, and
ades. For the past 60 years Br Ted worked in the missions across the
neighbours who are in need and offer to help.
Northern Territory and in Darwin. He was highly regarded and loved
To help, call 1800 173 349 or register now at
across the entire Territory. May eternal light shine upon him. May he
https://register.emergencyvolunteering.com.au/carearmy
rest in peace. May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved!
We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Fraser Ainsworth, Imogen Atkins, Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Fleur Bennell,
Alannah Berman, John Burgess, Dexter Butler, Trevor Butler, Alan Carr, Jairo Cifuentes, Lina Daddow, Anne-Marie Deschamps, Robyn
Dodd, Trevor Fanton, Chris Ferguson, Jack Gabler, Fr Gianni ofm, Nash Giles, Gerard Gillespie, Carl Girgenti, Kendall Hammond, Myrna
Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Anne-Marie Hollier, Monica Lampe, The Lip Family, Anthony Lupi, Derek MacLean, Kathryn Matheson,
Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack, Laurel MacIntoch, Colin McLeod, Damien McMeniman, Maureen McNamara, Fr Ron Mollison,
Adam Morrison, Monica Morrison, Sr Valerian O’Brien olsh, June O’Callaghan, Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Rebecca Pullin, Dawn Punter,
Br Luke Quinn cfc, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Neil Scott, Mary Shand, Jenny Simpson, Lea Tate, Philomena Van Brunschett, Rebecca
Wallace, Genevieve Waters, Roseen Wode, Frank Zubeldia. We pray for all of our parishioners living in aged care facilities
May the recently deceased rest in peace: Tom O’Brien, Br Ted Merritt msc, Sr Majella Foster pbvm, Sr Mary Foster pbvm
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Joseph Cook, Terence Lawless, Laurie Pattison, Jill Horrocks, Ivan
Carmichael, Patrick McMahon, Christopher Cain, Frank Doherty, Betty Hillman, Robert Montocchio, Mary Green, Shirley Harris, Jadwiga
Iwanko, Peter Foster, June Duncan
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