
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

9th / 10th MAY 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week’s readings speak powerfully of faith, hope and trust in God. During 
the coming week and for the weeks ahead, God’s word inspires, sustains and                 
encourages us as we continue to live with the impacts of current events. 
 

In the First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles we learn how the early Church  
devised a way to ensure the fair sharing of food and material necessities among all 
the faithful, so that the apostles could continue preaching and teaching about            
Jesus. They accomplished this task with prayer, seeking wisdom from the Holy Spirit 
in their decision-making. 
 

In the psalm we are reminded that our hope is in God who is faithful, who loves              
justice and right, and who seeks to rescue the people who hope in his love. We are 
invited to remember God as the source of our hope in difficulty, and to offer praise 
and thanksgiving with joy. 
 

St Peter, in the Second Reading, speaks of the difficulties of living without faith, and 
rejoices that those who are believers can be close to Jesus and become a holy             
people living in the light of God. 
 

The Gospel of John is part of Jesus’ farewell to his disciples. Although he will leave 
them physically, he asks them not to be troubled, to trust in God. He invites us also to 
trust. We will not be left alone, but will know our Risen Lord as the Way, the Truth 
and the Life, and be enabled to live the way, truth and life of Jesus for others. 
 

We may like to ponder how we are making decisions during this difficult time?                
Perhaps we are called to try to spend some time each day with Jesus, growing closer 
to him and his values. We ask Jesus for the grace to live this week in hope, trust and 
joy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mothers day: This weekend is Mother’s Day. We pray for our mother’s in                     
gratefulness for the gift of life and nurturing that they have given us. We remember 
those who have died and are with us in the resurrection. Those preparing for mother-
hood are also in our prayers as they wait expectantly for what lies ahead.  
 

Holy God,  
you compare your own love for your people  

to the love of a mother for her children.   
Look with kindness on all mothers,  

give them comfort in moments of sorrow,  
and joy in their work for their families.   

Listen to their prayers, and bless them in all they do for you.   
Let them share with Jesus your Son and Mary our Mother  

in the everlasting happiness of heaven.   
Father, we ask this grace through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
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In God’s loving embrace: Sr Eleanor Parker RIP: Daughter of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, 
Sr Eleanor Parker passed away peacefully on Tuesday morning 5th May at St Joseph's Aged 
Care Kensington Sydney. Sister Eleanor was born and raised in Brisbane and after entering the 
OLSH Sisters spent many decades in the mission fields of Papua New Guinea. In 1998, Sister 
returned to Brisbane and took up her new mission in Corinda Graceville Parish for seventeen 
years. Sister Eleanor was a diligent worker in the parish office for many years, volunteering in 
many capacities to help out at the office, maintaining the parish registers, communicating with 
those who were unwell, and assisting with general office duties. In March 2015, at the age of 90,  
Sister Eleanor made the decision to move south to the OLSH mother house in Sydney. The parish 
will be forever grateful to God for Sister Eleanor’s gracious and kind discipleship. The legacy of 
her work in Papua New Guinea will live on. May our faithful God embrace Sister’s beautiful soul 
into God’s loving care. May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved: Forever! 
 

First Holy Communion: Next week a group of children in the Parish and their families begin formal preparation for 
their first reception of Holy Communion, which is at this stage is scheduled to be celebrated over the weekend of 20/21 June 
depending on the Covid19 restrictions at that time.  
 

This is the climax of their initiation into the Church of God.  It looks back to their Baptism and Confirmation and sets them on 
a life-long path of sharing the sacrament of unity. 
 

When they were Baptised, they were Baptised into the faith of the Church, symbolised in the Creed.  We affirm our Baptismal 
unity and offer these children: Ethan, Anaya, Nicholas, Emlyn, Caleb, Evelyn, Patrick, Jadon, Archie, Brianna, Megan,              
Georgina, Mary, Tahlia, Molly, Sofia, Kallum, Charlie, Bronte, Georgia, Sophie, Reid, Miro, Dominic, Arabella, Finlay, 
James, Oscar, Nate, Addison, Lewis, Maddox, Isabella, Kaden, Arwen, Cameron, Alijah, Jayden, Aiden, Gwyenth, 
Oliver, Leo, Lucy, Henry, Phoebe, Greta, Eliza, Benjamin, and Milla and their families support in faith as they live out 
their Baptismal promises. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty, 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Did you know that May is the month traditionally devoted to the Holy Mother of 
God? Normally, during this time many parishes organise special devotions to honour 
Mary. These devotions pay homage to Mary by allowing us to pause and reflect on the 
enormous sacrifice that she made. We can also consider what it must have been like and 
how she would have felt when first approached by the Archangel Gabriel and informed 
that she would be the mother of Jesus. Was she joyful, afraid, startled?  

 

To help create time and space for these reflections a daily recitation of the Rosary is a 
great idea.   
 

Our parish's young people will have a unique opportunity to experience the month 
of Mary with a special activity. This activity will allow the children to make their very 
own set of Rosary beads!  These rosary beads will be unique and individual to each child 
that participates as they will be able to choose from a range of bright and colourful beads.  
 

Melissa Lonergan, our Sacramental Coordinator is currently seeking expressions of               
interest for those children that would like to participate in this activity. Dependent on numbers we will gather as a “virtual” 
group for 30 minutes on Thursday 14 May, explain the meaning of the Rosary and then teach the children to make their own        
Rosary beads that they can keep. Costs for participation in this activity are covered by the Sacramental program fee. Siblings 
are welcome to participate, cost for additional family members is $10 per child. 
 

In keeping with social distancing requirements this session will be hosted virtually utilising the Zoom platform. For those             
interested in participating but unable to commit to a particular date, we also have an online tutorial we can share with 
you. Packs of beads are available for collection from the Parish Office or can be sent via post.  
 

Please talk with your family and consider whether your child/ren would like to participate in this activity. We would be grateful 
for your expressions of interest to be sent via email to sc.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au no later than Wednesday, 13 
May. 

 

 



The Journey is a weekly program developed 
by the Catholic Diocese of Wollongong and is 
the only Catholic radio program in Australia 
aired on general Christian radio.  
Visit www.jcr.org.au or www.itunes.jcr.org.au 
where you can listen anytime. 
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We pray for the good health, strength and healing of:  Fraser Ainsworth, Imogen Atkins, Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Fleur Bennell,               
Alannah Berman, John Burgess, Dexter Butler, Trevor Butler, Alan Carr, Jairo Cifuentes, Lina Daddow, Anne-Marie Deschamps, Robyn 
Dodd, Trevor Fanton, Chris Ferguson, Jack Gabler, Fr Gianni ofm, Nash Giles, Gerard Gillespie, Carl Girgenti, Kendall Hammond, Myrna 
Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Anne-Marie Hollier, Monica Lampe, The Lip Family, Anthony Lupi, Derek MacLean, Kathryn Matheson, 
Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack, Laurel MacIntoch, Colin McLeod, Damien McMeniman, Maureen McNamara, Fr Ron Mollison,              
Adam Morrison, Monica Morrison, Joyce O’Brien, Sr Valerian O’Brien olsh, June O’Callaghan, Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Rebecca 
Pullin, Dawn Punter, Br Luke Quinn cfc,  Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Neil Scott, Mary Shand, Jenny Simpson, Lea Tate, Philomena Van 
Brunschett, Rebecca Wallace, Genevieve Waters, Roseen Wode, Frank Zubeldia. We pray for all of our parishioners living in aged care 
facilities 

 

May the recently deceased rest in peace:  Sr Eleanor Parker olsh, Theresa Thu, Colin Lowcock, Bernard Robinson, Br Robert msc,              
Sr Faulknan olsh, Joan Henry 

 

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Annie Attwood, Pat O’Brien, Zoe O’Shea, Mary Hogan, Bill Cowie, Herb 
McDonnell, Jarryd Nelson, Esma O’Hanlon, Walter Parsons, Julia Stewart, Margaret Melgert, Bruce White, Daphne Durrington, Darryl 
Lynch, Fr Louis Durrell, Madeline McLaughlin, Veronica  Platzer, Nolan Winter, Hazel Phillips, Harry McKee 

We pray as a community…. 
Jesus said, “There are many rooms in my Father’s house … I am 
going now to prepare a place for you.” Like Thomas, in today’s 
Gospel, we may ask, “How do we get to God? How do we find 
God?” The truth is that God finds us! In Christ He is among us, 
searching for us, calling us to Himself. It’s not we who are looking 
for God. It’s not we who figure out how to get to God. God is               
already here. 
 

For the Church: may she forever faithfully proclaim that Jesus is 
the Way the Truth and the Life and that no one can come to the 
Father except through Jesus.  Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For the unemployed and those living in poverty as a direct result  
of the Corona virus pandemic: May the Federal and State                     
Governments together with big business and Unions devise                 
appropriate systems of growth in their support. Let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 

God of mercy, help us to be sensitive and aware of the needs of  
others who may be enduring domestic and family violence and 
give us the courage and strength to do what we can to help. Let us 
pray to the Lord. 
 

For ourselves: That we become more deeply aware of God in our 
lives and are willing to share this treasure with others as                    
opportunities arise. Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all who are sick … Trevor Butler, Trevor Fanton, Joyce                      
O’Brien, and all who have the Corona Virus. May they find                
courage and hope in their troubles. Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For those who have died, especially … Sr Eleanor Parker olsh,          
Theresa Thu, and Colin Lowcock;  and those whose anniversary 
occurs …Annie Attwood, Pat O’Brien, Zoe O’Shea, Mary Hogan, 
Bill Cowie, Herb McDonnell, Jarryd Nelson, Esma O’Hanlon,           
Walter Parsons, Julia Stewart, Margaret Melgert, Bruce White, and 
Daphne Durrington. May they all experience the joy of being held 
in the divine embrace of Jesus.  Let us pray to the Lord.  

The Doherty Family sincerely thank the 
entire parish community for your                
prayers and loving thoughts following 
the death of our dear Mother, Celine. 
We truly appreciate your expressions of             
sympathy, floral tributes, acts of               
kindness and attendance at Celine’s 

Funeral Mass, all of which have been a great comfort to us 
at this sad time. Special thanks to Bishop Tim Harris and the 
concelebrating priests who presided at Celine’s funeral, and 
to Elaine Keogh and Margaret Lawless for providing their 
magnificent musical talents. Thanks to Malia Mar for her  
floral expertise and to Michael Corrigan for assisting at the 
church. A most heartfelt thank you also to Marnie Niland and 
all the wonderful ladies who provided hospitality after the 
Funeral Mass. God’s blessing to you all,   
Gerardine, Pauline, Catherine, Thomas and Michael.     

 

Knitting in Isolation!!!  
 

If you are looking for something to do to help fill your days, 
and you have some knitting needles and a cupboard full of 
wool, please consider knitting some scarves, beanies, or 
knee rugs to help out those in need.  
 

As we continue through these days of isolation, and as the 
weather becomes cooler, if you are able to knit, please craft 
some winter scarves, knee rugs or beanies. Finished                
products can be handed into the parish office any week day, 
and will be used in a number of ways….for residents in aged 
care, to Apostleship of the Sea (sea farers ministry), the 
Romero Centre for Refugees, or St Vincent de Paul.  
 

Let’s use the extra time on our hands, and join the parish 
craft group in helping out others. Anything that you wish to 
knit will be welcome. Please do not feel that you need to go 
out to buy wool. Simply use what unused wool you have at 
home.    

Free Subscriptions to The Catholic Leader:  
You can now receive The Catholic Leader digital newspaper 
straight to your inbox every Thursday morning. This free 
subscription is available while Masses are suspended and 
churches are closed across the Archdiocese of Brisbane due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Please sign up and keep                
connected, inspired, and renewed in your faith.  
Sign up at https://buff.ly/35j9JsI to subscribe. 

For regular updates and information, visit our  website 
http://www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au/ or “Like” and 
“Follow” our new Facebook page at Corinda Graceville 
Catholic Parish  
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR  
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church) 

EASTER TIME 

FIFTH WEEK OF EASTER 

SUN, 10 MAY FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
Acts 6:1-7; 1 Pet 2:4-9; Jn 14:1-12 

MON, 11 MAY Acts 14:5-18; Jn 14:21-26 

TUE, 12 MAY Sts Nereus and Achilleus, martyrs  
- Optional Memorial 
St Pancras, martyr - Optional Memorial 
Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31 

WED 13 MAY Our Lady of Fatima - Optional Memorial 
Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8 

THU, 14 MAY St Matthias, apostle - Feast 
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Jn 15:9-17 

FRI, 15 MAY Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17 

SAT, 16 MAY Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21 

SIXTH WEEK OF EASTER 

SUN, 17 MAY SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; 1 Pet 3:15-18; Jn 14:15-21; 
or from the 7th Sunday: 1 Pet 4:13-16; Jn 17:1-11 

 

Planned Giving: Thank you to all parishioners who have 
supported the parish financially. These are tough times for 
everyone, and we understand that for various reasons,                
including isolation, financial, and safety reasons, that some 
parishioners are unable to make their usual offerings at this 
time. 
 

However, we are people of hope and we look forward to the 
time when we can gather and celebrate our faith together 
again as a community.  
 

The current Planned Giving Envelopes cease at the end of 
May. We will endeavour to deliver the new envelopes safely 
and contact free over the coming weeks. Those who wish to 
continue use of the envelopes during this time of Covid 19 are 
welcome to deliver the envelopes to the parish office (9am to 
3pm Monday to Friday). However if this is not possible, you 
can simply wait until such time as Masses commence again.   
 

If any envelope users would prefer to change from envelope 
giving to Direct Debit, Credit Card, or EFT, please contact the 
parish office to make arrangements.  
 

For anyone in the parish on Planned Giving, regardless of 
how you donate, if your circumstances have changed, and 
you do not wish to continue with Planned Giving at this time, 
do not hesitate to contact the parish office. 

 

Westside Community Kitchen at Sherwood Services Club 
1 Clewley Street, Corinda, can help you out with dinner  

for a night or for the whole week. The popular range includes 

Beef Casserole, Beef Rissoles 

Butter Chicken (Gluten free) 
Penne Carbonara, Pesto Pumpkin & Gnocchi 

Spaghetti Bolognese, Sweet & Sour Pork 

Meals are priced at $9 each, 3 for $25 or 4 or more are just 
$7.50 each. Open every day from 11am - 6pm.  

Australia’s first two Catholic priests arrived on May 3, 
1820, two hundred years ago! Last Sunday they were             
honoured at a Mass in Sydney. Fr John Joseph Therry and 
Fr Philip Conolly sailed from Cork, Ireland, on a ship                 
carrying more than a hundred convicts and were authorised 
by both Church and state to celebrate Mass in Sydney.  
 

Their arrival on May 3, 1820, came after decades of hostility 
in which public Masses were forbidden in New South Wales. 
While Fr Conolly only remained in Sydney for less than a 
year before being sent to Tasmania, Fr Therry spent more 
than 40 years in the city and left a remarkable legacy,                                  
helping to establish the first church where St Mary’s                      
Cathedral now stands. 
 

Auxillary Bishop of Sydney Terry Brady said “For five years, 
Fr Therry was the only Catholic priest on the Australian 
mainland and he became famous for travelling to remote 
communities on horseback. He was tremendously                       
hard-working and resilient and really laid great foundations 
for the Church in Australia’. 
 

Need the Care Army? 

If you’re a senior and need community support, there are 
many Queenslanders who’d love to help – to have a chat 
over the phone, to help you with groceries and medications. 

Call your Care Army on 1800 173 349 

 

 

Join the Care Army to reach out to family, friends, and 
neighbours who are in need and offer to help.                            

To help, call 1800 173 349 or register now at                                 
https://register.emergencyvolunteering.com.au/carearmy 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 

Cancelled until further notice. 

DEVOTIONS 

Cancelled until further notice. 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Cancelled until further notice. 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

By appointment only. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

All enquiries to the Parish Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loving Congratulations and Best Wishes to May Byrne  
who celebrated her 100th Birthday on Thursday 7th May,  

at Canossa. 
 

With the first light of sun 
God Bless You 

When the day is done 
God Bless You 

In your smiles and in your tears 
God Bless You 

Through each day of your years 
God Bless You 


