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With the feast of the Ascension of the Lord, we come to the end of Jesus’ earthly life.
For the Apostles, it has been a journey from suffering and death to the joy of the
Resurrection. The Ascension is another huge step in experiencing the Lord’s
presence as they continue his work.
The First Reading gives an account of the Ascension from the Acts of the Apostles.
Having been instructed by Jesus for forty days, the apostles now witness Jesus’
Ascension and are promised the gift of the Holy Spirit: “you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses … to the ends of
the earth.”
The Psalm exults in praise for the Lord, who is raised on
high and is acclaimed as king of all the earth.
St Paul, in the Second Reading, prays that we may fully
realise our own glorious hope. God our Father, in
raising Jesus high, bestows on us the hope of sharing in
his glory. “May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and
perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full
knowledge of him.”
Matthew’s Gospel this weekend is short and to the
point. The eleven receive Jesus’ blessing, as they are
sent out to spread his Word throughout the earth. They
are also given the promise that Jesus will be with them
always. “Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations;
baptise them in the name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit … and know that I am with you
always; yes, to the end of time.”
Following some hard, demanding and painful months,
we too are reminded that the Lord is always with us as
we are being continuously sent out in his name.
Rite of Enrolment Confirmation 2020: During the month of July a group of
children in the Parish, and their families begin formal preparation for Confirmation
which is due to be celebrated early September.
When they were Baptised, they were Baptised into the faith of the Church,
symbolised in the Creed. We affirm our Baptismal unity and offer these children:
Delilah, Kingsley, Caroline, Prianna, Liam, Hannah, William, Charlotte, Olivia,
Jennifer, Sam, Zara, Luke, Gracie, Declan, Charlotte, Charlie, Nate, Ita, Olivia,
Lachlan, Emily, Patrick, Ruskin, Georgina, Taylor, Claire, Dylan, Addy, Harry,
Spencer, Arabella, Bryce, Emily, Austin, Mason, Elizabeth, Ellen, Allie, Chobe,
Jack, Bobby, Lucy, Isaac, Joshua, Stuart, Henry, Sophie and Anna, and their
families support in faith as they live out their Baptismal promises.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty,
from there he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Bishops to entrust Australia to Mary Help of Christians
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect Australians’ lives, including their worship, the Catholic bishops will
entrust the country to the care of Mary Help of Christians on her feast day this week.
In a message issued to Australians as “A word of encouragement to the Catholic people of Australia”, the bishops
noted that the country “has certainly suffered because of the pandemic, but not as grievously as some other countries”.
“For that we thank God and we congratulate public health authorities and governments on their prompt and prudent
responses,” the bishops wrote. “Australians in general have also shown the solidarity and good sense, the generosity
and kindness needed in such a time. In our healthcare workers particularly we have seen an exceptional spirit of
self-sacrifice, and for that we are all grateful.”
The bishops also acknowledge the role that churches and other religious communities have played, which has
included the suspension of public worship and the closure of places of worship. “This has been a real deprivation, and
the bishops understand not only your anxiety about the virus and shutdown but more especially your deep desire to
return to the sacraments and to resume public worship,” they wrote. “There is a real hunger in this. It is something we
all feel, and we long for the time when our hunger will be satisfied as together we return to the feast of the Lord.”
The letter reflects on the message of the Easter season, saying while there is “no room for complacency” as Australia
appears to emerge from the worst of the pandemic, “there is certainly room for the hope that Easter brings to birth”.
The bishops urged the faithful to continue to adhere to government and medical advice, noting the collaboration
between those authorities and Catholic leaders to support the re-opening of churches and the staged resumption of
public worship.
The bishops approved the entrustment of the country to Mary Help of Christians during the recent plenary meeting,
conducted using video conference technology.
The motion read: “That the Australian Bishops entrust Australia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary under the title Our
Lady Help of Christians, seeking her intercession for the safety of all our people especially in this time of COVID-19
pandemic.”
Mary Help of Christians has been the official patroness of Australia since 1844. Her feast day is celebrated on May 24,
which this year coincides with the Feast of the Ascension. The entrustment of Australia to Mary Help of Christians can
therefore take place on the 24th or the 25th, the bishops agreed.

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary,
that never was it known
that anyone who fled to your protection,
implored your help,
or sought your intercession,
was left unaided.
Inspired by this confidence,
I fly to you, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother;
to you do I come,
before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful!
O Mother of the Word Incarnate,
despise not my petitions;
but in your mercy hear and answer me.
Amen
Mary Help of Christians …. Pray for us!
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We pray together as one….
Just before Jesus ascended into heaven He promised the disciples
they would receive power from the Holy Spirit to continue His
mission to reveal the Good News of God’s love for all peoples.
The purpose of every disciple and the purpose of the Church is to
preach the Gospel. So Jesus gives grace to His Church and to each
person.
For the Church; that during this week before Pentecost we pray
like Mary, the women, apostles and disciples for a renewed outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Church and that we also will be
renewed and strengthened by God’s Spirit. Let us pray to the Lord.
For our politicians; that they set aside factional differences to
support those aspects of the Government’s policies and programs
that will benefit the nation and its people both during and after the
Corona Virus. Let us pray to the Lord.
For World Communication Day; we give thanks to God for giving
us the Bible which is the great love story between God and
humanity. At its centre stands Jesus whose own story brings to
fulfillment both God’s love for us and our love for God. Let us
pray to the Lord
For family love; that each home, free from fear, violence and
oppression will be a sign of hope as the lives of each member
gives witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ in the love they
show for one another. Let us pray to the Lord
For all those who serve as volunteers within the Church and wider
community; and have stood ready to assist in different ways in the
face of the COVID19 pandemic: that their generous service
reveals the compassion and mercy of Christ to those for whom
they care. Let us pray to the Lord
For all who are sick … Compassionate God give your strength and
healing to all those who are sad, lonely or sick. Let us pray to the
Lord.
For those who have died, … William McArthur, Laura Bowe,
Carlos Lopez Chavez. And those whose anniversary occurs …
Maureen McLaughlin, Joyce Gray, Sr Louise Fanton pbvm, Jim
Conway, Gregory Kaihea, Mary Hall, Roy Howard, John Wilson,
Matthew Disiot, Anthony Bohan, Oliver Lonergan, May they live
in the glory of God in everlasting peace. Let us pray to the Lord.
Knitting in Isolation!!! If you are looking for something to
do to help fill your days, and you have some knitting needles
and a cupboard full of wool, please consider knitting some
scarves, beanies, or knee rugs to help out those in need.
As we continue through these days of isolation, and as the
weather becomes cooler, if you are able to knit, please craft
some winter scarves, knee rugs or beanies. Finished
products can be handed into the parish office any week day,
and will be used in a number of ways….for residents in aged
care, to Apostleship of the Sea (sea farers ministry), the
Romero Centre for Refugees, or St Vincent de Paul.
Let’s use the extra time on our hands, and join the parish craft
group in helping out others. Anything that you wish to knit will
be welcome. Please do not feel that you need to go out to buy
wool. Simply use what unused wool you have at home.

Great News: in light of the changing regulations and
restrictions due to Covid 19, and with the guidance of the
Archdiocese, Corinda Graceville Parish is able to open our
churches for private prayer, with restrictions of ten
people at a time, on the following days and times….
Monday 25th May: 9am to 10am: St Joseph’s
Tuesday 26th May: 9am to 10am: Christ the King
Wednesday 27th May: 9am to 10am: St Joseph’s
Thursday 28th May: 9am to 10am: St Joseph’s
Friday 29th May: 9.30am to 10.30am Christ the King
(please note later time slot on Friday)
You are invited to spend 15 to 20 minutes in individual
private prayer. Social distancing and hygiene protocols
will be paramount. We will be required to record names and
contact details of all present, for tracing purposes.
Enter St Joseph’s Church via the covered walkway at the
Clewley Street transept only. Enter Christ the King Church
via the front door only. You may be asked to wait outside
until someone leaves the church, as we are bound by a
maximum of ten people only. To help organise this, and to
follow regulations, it would be most helpful if you contact the
parish office to nominate the day and time you wish to visit.
Thank you to all parishioners who have supported the
parish financially. These are tough times for everyone,
and we understand that for various reasons, including
isolation, financial, and safety reasons, that some
parishioners are unable to make their usual offerings at this
time.
However, we are people of hope and we look forward to the
time when we can gather and celebrate our faith together
again as a community.
The current Planned Giving Envelopes cease at the end of
May. We are endeavouring to deliver the new envelopes
safely and contact free. Those who wish to continue use of
the envelopes during this time of Covid 19 are welcome to
deliver the envelopes to the parish office (9am to 3pm
Monday to Friday). However if this is not possible, you can
simply wait until such time as Masses commence again.
If any envelope users would prefer to change from envelope
giving to Direct Debit, Credit Card, or EFT, please contact
the parish office to make arrangements.
For anyone in the parish on Planned Giving, regardless of
how you donate, if your circumstances have changed, and
you do not wish to continue with Planned Giving at this time,
do not hesitate to contact the parish office.
Need the Care Army? If you’re a senior and need community
support, there are many Queenslanders who’d love to help – to
have a chat over the phone, to help you with groceries and
medications. Call your Care Army on 1800 173 349

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Fraser Ainsworth, Imogen Atkins, Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Fleur Bennell,
Alannah Berman, John Burgess, Dexter Butler, Trevor Butler, Alan Carr, Jairo Cifuentes, Beryl Clarke, Lina Daddow, Anne-Marie
Deschamps, Robyn Dodd, Trevor Fanton, Chris Ferguson, Jack Gabler, Fr Gianni ofm, Nash Giles, Gerard Gillespie, Carl Girgenti,
Kendall Hammond, Myrna Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Anne-Marie Hollier, Monica Lampe, The Lip Family, Anthony Lupi, Derek
MacLean, Kathryn Matheson, Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack, Laurel MacIntoch, Colin McLeod, Damien McMeniman, Maureen
McNamara, Fr Ron Mollison, Adam Morrison, Monica Morrison, Joyce O’Brien, Sr Valerian O’Brien olsh, June O’Callaghan, Taavi
Orupold, Emma Parer, Rebecca Pullin, Dawn Punter, Br Luke Quinn cfc, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Neil Scott, Mary Shand, Jenny
Simpson, Lea Tate, Philomena Van Brunschett, Rebecca Wallace, Genevieve Waters, Roseen Wode, Frank Zubeldia.
We pray for all of our parishioners living in aged care facilities
May the recently deceased rest in peace: William McArthur, Carlos Lopez Chavez, Laura Bowe, Sr Eleanor Parker olsh
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Maureen McLaughlin, Joyce Gray, Sr Louisa Fanton pbvm, Jim Conway,
Gregory Kaihea, Mary Hall, Roy Howard, John Wilson, Anthony Bohan, Oliver Lonergan, Helen Cheyne, Gerry Mitchell, Mary Kalinowski,
Redmond Murphy, Carmel Barron, Dick Baxter, Matthew Disiot, Maureen Kent, Annie Attwood
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New Parish Columbarium Walls
Our parish columbarium has been embraced and used by so many parish families, since it
was first built in 2004. It is a sacred place, next to St Joseph’s Church, and is a most
important part of our parish community and parish complex. Even though at a glance there
appears to be many unused niches, most niches have been purchased and reserved by
parishioners. Only a handful of niches remain available on the bottom row of the original
columbarium walls. Therefore throughout 2019 the parish was planning and designing the
construction of new columbarium walls.
Construction of the new columbarium walls is almost complete, along with upgrades to
paths, retaining walls and
garden beds between the
Parish
Office
and
St
Joseph’s Church. It has
been a wonderful opportunity
to complete this necessary
work whilst the church was
not in use.
If you wish to enquire about
purchasing a niche in the
columbarium, please contact
Michael at the parish office
9am to 3pm Monday to
Friday.
WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Cancelled until further notice.

SUNDAY MASSES
Cancelled until further notice.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
By appointment only.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
All enquiries to the Parish Office.

PRIVATE PRAYER IN CHURCHES
LIMIT OF 10 PEOPLE AT A TIME.
BOOKINGS TO ATTEND MUST BE MADE
VIA PARISH OFFICE
Monday
9.00am to 10.00am
St Joseph’s
Tuesday
9.00am to 10.00am
Christ the King
Wednesday
9.00am to 10.00am
St Joseph’s
Thursday
9.00am to 10.00am
St Joseph’s
Friday
9.30am to 10.30am
Christ the King

(please note later time slot on Friday)

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church)

SUN, 24 MAY
MON, 25 MAY
TUE, 26 MAY

EASTER TIME
SEVENTH WEEK OF EASTER
The ASCENSION of the LORD - Solemnity
Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23; Mt 28:16-20
OUR LADY, HELP OF CHRISTIANS - Solemnity
National Patronal Feast

Sirach 4:11-18; 1 Cor 1:18-25; Jn 19:25-27
St Philip Neri, priest - Memorial
Acts 20: 17-27; Jn 17:1-11

Ecumenical Events:
Please note that two significant ecumenical events will be
livestreamed in coming weeks:
•
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service :
Livestreamed from the Cathedral of St Stephen from
7.00pm on Wednesday May 27— view at: archbne.org/
bzw
•
National Reconciliation Week Ecumenical Service
will be livestreamed from Bracken Ridge Bald Hills
Parish Church at 7.00pm on Wednesday June 3rd—
view at: https://www.facebook.com/
stjosephsbrackenridge/
As National Volunteer Week draws to the a close this
Sunday, Archbishop Mark Coleridge has sent the following
message:
“It’s hard to know what the Church and society will look like
when we emerge from the COVID-19 restrictions. The one
constant throughout our pre and post-pandemic worlds,
however, will be the volunteers who remain the heart and soul
of what we do. As we celebrate a National Week in your
honour, my thanks goes out to all the volunteers, wherever
you may be offering your witness - in parishes or prisons,
hospitals, courts or respite and drop-in centres. In spite of the
many challenges posed by this medical crisis, you still stood
ready, in ways both creative and courageous to continue outreach on our behalf and for that the Archdiocese is indebted to
you. Without you we couldn’t do or be what Jesus Christ calls
us to be and do.”
Archbishop Mark Coleridge, Archbishop of Brisbane.

(Alt. Phil 4:4-9; Jn 17:20-26)

WED 27 MAY
THU, 28 MAY
FRI, 29 MAY
SAT, 30 MAY
SUN, 31 MAY

Vigil:

Day:

The Archdiocese has recently
launched a campaign to
acknowledge the small blessings
being seen in our community and
to encourage more. You can share
yours at https://bit.ly/2WeCx2l

St Augustine of Canterbury, bishop -

Optional Memorial

Acts 20:28-38; Jn 17:11-19
Acts 22:30, 23:6-11; Jn 17:20-26
St Paul VI, pope - Optional Memorial
Acts 25:13-21; Jn 21:15-19
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Jn 21:20-25
LAST DAY OF EASTER TIME
PENTECOST SUNDAY - Solemnity

Holy Cross Funerals

Gen 11:1-9 or Ex 19: 3-8, 16-20 or Ezek 37:1-14 or
Joel 3:1-5; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39

Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23
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