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The Pastor’s Pen….
‘How odd of God to choose the Jews‘ wrote the British journalist William Norman
Ewer (1885-1976). No, I don’t think Ewer was trying to be anti-Semitic. I think he was
both pithy and accurate in pointing out the apparent strangeness inherent in many of
the choices God has made (and many that God still makes) which seen to defy
human reason. Of all the peoples God could have chosen and entered into a
covenant, why the small obscure race of Jews desperately clinging to their scrap of
land by the Mediterranean Sea?
Here are some more ‘odd’ Divine choices to wonder about; Of all the people Jesus
Christ could have had as parents, why a young unknown poor woman of little
account called Mary and an older builder/carpenter man called Joseph, and why in
the village of Nazareth in Galilee far from the economic, political and religious centre
of Jerusalem? Why did Jesus follow the Spirit choosing fishermen, a tax collector
and other nobodies, even a few somewhat suspect characters, as His first disciples?
This weekend’s Gospel makes us ask; why did Jesus choose Peter as leader of the
core group of the Twelve, a man so obviously and deeply flawed, spontaneous,
outspoken, fickle and generally unreliable in his words and actions?
Still at Caesarea Philippi, after praising Peter’s graced profession of faith, Jesus
goes on to explain to the Twelve what being the Christ, the Son of the living God will
mean. He outlines His path of rejection by the authorities, leaders and people,
suffering and death before a resurrection that they simply didn’t understand. Within a
minute of his great profession of faith with praise from the Lord for what he’d said,
Peter takes Him aside and rebukes Jesus for saying such intolerable things! In turn,
Jesus then has to put Peter back in his place for thinking and speaking, this time not
as God does, but as human beings do. Further to this, Jesus set Himself to teach the
Twelve that the way of the Christ, the Son of the living God is that of service and
self-sacrifice, not the ‘human’ path of glory, triumph and power over people, adding
that those who follow His way have to adopt the same values and mindset.
I think this is big part of the reason behind the seeming ‘oddness’ of God’s choices,
at least in our eyes and to our way of thinking. God inverts our scale of values, of
what matters and which is the right way forward, in order to love us into Life. The
path laid out by our usual way of thinking and valuing can’t save us, let alone the
world. It can only lead to more of the same injustices, inequalities, disordered
thinking and destructive actions that have got us to this sorry, depraved point in the
first place. No, a new way had to be carved out, a better way based on unselfishness
and love without conditions, God’s saving way found in Jesus Christ and put into
action by Him.
In the Second Reading St. Paul calls us not to be conformed to the ways and values
of our time and age, but rather that we let ourselves be transformed by a renewal of
our minds. If we let this happen by co-operating with God’s grace and the ‘odd’
choices God makes, we will, St. Paul says, be able to discern what is the will of God,
what is good and pleasing and perfect in God’s eyes. This is the transformation and
renewal of our lives that we call holiness, the goal of our Christian faith and the heart
of each and every Eucharist we celebrate, share and seek to live. The ‘oddness’ of
God is the only way for us to come into the fullness of Life.
Lastly, but not unimportantly, our Parish is working and our Churches remain open.
We have an approved Industry Covid Safe Plan for Places of Worship and we follow
this plan diligently making coming to Church one of the safest things you can do,
safer even than shopping, dining out, or many other out of home activities. Part of
this plan is that each church is thoroughly cleaned after each and every Mass,
Funeral or Baptism. The parish is paying for our cleaner, Siobhan, and her helpers,
to clean the churches after every liturgy that is held (weekends and weekdays),
ensuring the cleanliness of each building and the safety of the community. With 105
seats at every St. Joseph’s Mass and 66 at every Christ the King Mass, there are
places waiting for you to fill and no reason not to come along. Booking online is
helpful via the Parish Website. If you can’t do this then please phone, email or visit
the Parish Office in person and book your seats.
Obviously, if an increase in Community Transmission of the Covid 19 virus emerges
we will comply with all Queensland State and Health laws and announcements. In
the here and now, what we all have to do is; follow the 1.5 metre rule; wear a mask if
we can; wash/sanitise our hands frequently; stay home and get tested if we’re at all
unwell. Otherwise we can get about our business as normally as possible. This
includes booking into and getting along to our Parish and Church Community each
weekend. Thank you for your support and for your prayers as we rebuild our local
Parish.
Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.

Rest In Peace: this week the parish farewelled two greatly loved parishioners. The
Funeral for John Burgess was held at St Joseph’s on Tuesday. Our sympathy, prayers and support
are offered to John’s wife Judy, their children Michael and Julie and their families. On Wednesday
Margaret Hanley was farewelled from St Joseph’s with the celebration of her Funeral Mass.
Margaret was 100 years of age and remarkably had lived almost 80 years in the parish, which she
loved so dearly. The parish offers prayers, condolences and love to Margaret's daughter Mary and
son Jim, and family, at this time. Both John Burgess and Margaret Hanley were people of great
faith, loving role models for their families, and great examples to the entire community. May they
both rest in the eternal and loving care of God our Father.
Celebrating the Season of Creation: In this special Anniversary Year of Laudato Si’, the Brisbane Archdiocese is
hosting a four part series of 1 hour online events to celebrate Season of Creation. These online events will take place
throughout the month of September and focus on Laudato Si’, the Eucharist and integral ecology, plus, present some
concrete ways Catholics can live out the directives presented by Pope Francis. Guest speakers include Archbishop Mark
Coleridge, Archbishop Peter Loy Chong (Suva, Fiji), Dr. Daniel P. Horan OFM, members of the QLD Community Alliance
and Wildlife Queensland. Date Claimers are:
Launch Event: World Day of Prayer for Care of Creation: Season of Creation launch Tuesday 1 September – 2pm.
Find out more and register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vKV3I0yqTJORYFKRyI-MJA
Webinar 1: Eucharist and Integral Ecology: Friday 11 September – 9am
Find out more and register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_d1O-Ps1TQh6XD0MKbA9YnQ
Webinar 2: Laudato Si’ and the Maroonprint – QLD Community Alliance Wednesday 17 September – 7pm
Find out more and register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GBgoZxTMTDK1wHDrTiRJbQ
Webinar 3: Protecting the Platypus: Wednesday 23 September – 10:30am
Find out more and register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RGrU48QlSmSxVcBgbDvvDA
Join us for Mass to celebrate the end of Season of Creation, on the Feast Day of St Francis of Assisi. Mass of Creation will
be celebrated by Archbishop Mark Coleridge, in the Cathedral of St Stephen on Sunday, 4 October at 10am.
WALK THE LABYRINTH 2020: St John’s Lutheran Church Corinda is again bringing
the Labyrinth back to their church in September. The Labyrinth is a spiritual walk with God,
a time of peace and a time to think about all those displaced people that walk many miles
in search of safety and peace far from persecution, war, famine and terror. Covid 19
precautions will be in place for these two days and more information can be found on St
John’s website. https://www.stjohnscorinda.org.au/copy-of-history-of-st-john-s You are
welcome to come and join in this walk. St John's Lutheran Church, 4 Clewley St,
Corinda. Walk the Labyrinth on Friday September 18 and Saturday September 19,
10.30am to 8.30pm. Evenings are candlelit.
Confirmation 2020: Some of our parish children are continuing to prepare for the Sacrament of
Confirmation. The Parish Sacramental Coordinator, Melissa Lonergan, has continued to do a great job
coordinating these programs during 2020 and our families involved have done well responding to changes
and continuing to support their children in this process. We look forward to their celebrations on the 11th and
17th of September in St Joseph’s Church. For those families involved, please keep checking emails from the
Sacramental Coordinator and make sure that you have responded appropriately and registered attendees.
The Parish Sacramental team are always open to enquiries about future programs, so please contact the
parish office if you need further information.
History Book Launched: Fr Chris Hanlon’s new book entitled “The Catholic Church in Colonial Queensland 1859 – 1918”
has been launched and will retail for $40. All proceeds will go to the Archdiocesan Archives. Book purchases can be made
by phoning Archives 3324 3433 or Fr Chris Hanlon 0419 730 025.

BOOKINGS FOR MASS
Due to current COVID-19 Safe Plan, and the social distancing requirements currently in place, Mass attendance numbers in
Corinda Graceville Parish are currently 105 people at St Joseph’s Church and 66 people at Christ the King Church.
To attend any Mass (weekday or weekend) you are required to make a reservation by phoning or emailing the parish
office, or by visiting the parish website at www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au and click on “Mass Bookings”
Then Click on “Book Mass at St Joseph’s Church” or “Book Mass at Christ the King Church”
Choose the correct church for our parish…..you will see a photo of our church.
Two weeks are usually listed - including weekday Masses and Weekend Masses.
Select the Mass time you wish to attend
Click on Quantity - only one place can be booked at a time - choose 1 then click “Next”
Fill in all details and then click “Purchase”.
COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEGMENTS
“Gather Your People” Text: 1 Corinthians 12; Isaiah 2:3-4,11:9; Bob Hurd. Tune: Bob Hurd. © 1991, Bob Hurd. Published by Oregon Catholic Press.
“My Soul Is Thirsting” Text: Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; verses adapt. © 1970, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; refrain by Michael Joncas, © 1987, GIA Publications. Tune: Michael Joncas, ©
1987, GIA Publications.
“Blest Are They” Text: Matthew 5:3-12; David Haas. Tune: David Haas; vocal arr. by David Haas & Michael Joncas. © 1985, GIA Publications, Inc.
“The Summons” Text: John Bell. Tune: KELVINGROVE 7 6 7 6 777 6; Scottish Traditional; arr. by John Bell. © 1987 Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community, Willow Connection, agent.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A640186.
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Social Justice Sunday 29th / 30th August 2020.

To Live Life to the Full: Mental Health in Australia Today
The COVID-19 pandemic is impacting the mental health of many members of our parishes, schools and communities. In
fact, most of us will experience a mental health problem at some point over the course of our lives. Understanding mental
health will help us to be aware of those who need our support. Our parishes, organisations and communities can be places
of acceptance care and healing, not places of rejection, judgment or stigma.
In the Social Justice Statement To Live Life to the Full: Mental Health in Australia Today, the Bishops welcome the
deinstitutionalisation of mental health care in Australia. However, without adequately funded community mental health
services, there is a gap in the system through which people continue to fall. Social determinants including poverty, living
conditions, and personal security are significant contributors to mental ill-health. The Statement highlights the experience of
First Nations people and communities, asylum seekers and refugees, people who are homeless and those who are in prison.
The Bishops observe that “our society tends to draw away from, or to push away, those who confront us with our frailties and
limitations” which is “completely at odds with the story of Jesus” who “takes on the frailty of the human condition” and ”draws
near to those who are sick or who have disabilities, those who are marginalized or despised”. People living with mental illhealth are part of the Body of Christ – ‘us’ and not ‘them’ – and share equally in Jesus’ promise of the fullness of life. Jn 10:10
The Bishops invite us all to reject stigmatisation, to work for the transformation of social determinants of mental ill-health,
and to call for policies and service provision that meets the needs of the poorest and most marginalised members of our
community.
Jesus, you invite us all into the fullness of life.
May we support one another to flourish in body, mind and spirit.
Strengthen our commitment to ensure that nobody falls through gaps in our systems of care.
People called you mad.
Help us to recognise you in those who suffer mental ill-health today.
Show us how to eliminate stigmatisation of mental ill-health
from our parishes, schools, communities and organisations.
You drew near to those who were suffering in body or mind.
May we too feel your nearness when we struggle with mental health challenges.
May we be one as members of Your Body.
You invite us to share in your ministry of love and true compassion.
May we be empowered by your Spirit to reach out to all people in need.
May we build communities of welcome and inclusion.
Amen
You can access the Social Justice Statement and associated resources now from http://
socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/07/03/social-justice-statement-2020-21/ .
We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Fraser Ainsworth, Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Fleur Bennell, Alannah Berman,
Dexter Butler, Alan Carr, Jairo Cifuentes, Beryl Clark, Carmel Cole, Lina Daddow, Stephen Daddow, Anne-Marie Deschamps, Robyn
Dodd, Janice Doyle, Trevor Fanton, Chris Ferguson, Jack Gabler, Fr Gianni ofm, Nash Giles, Gerard Gillespie, Carl Girgenti, Kendall
Hammond, Charlie Hardy, Myrna Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Michael Hogan, Anne-Marie Hollier, Monica Lampe, The Lip Family,
Anthony Lupi, Derek MacLean, Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack, Colin McLeod, Maureen McNamara, Margaret Mealey, Damien
Mollard, Fr Ron Mollison, Adam Morrison, Monica Morrison, Joyce O’Brien, Sr Valerian O’Brien olsh, Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer,
Rebecca Pullin, Dawn Punter, Carmel Radford, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Mary Shand, Maria Smargiassi, Lea Tate, Philomena Van
Brunschett, Rebecca Wallace, Genevieve Waters, Roseen Wode, Frank Zubeldia, and all suffering from COVID-19.
We pray for all of our parishioners living in aged care facilities.
May the recently deceased rest in peace: Margaret Hanley, Joan Shapland, John Burgess, Ailsa Barry, Margaret Wiltshire, Fr Joe
McGeehan
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Brian Cahill, Sabrina Slominski, Geraldine Ann Patel, Lewis Thomas,
Raymond Blumke, Kirsty Powell, Mary Carmichael, Allison Ovenden, John Green, Lola Ireland, Peter, Maria, Anna, Peter, Edwin Fanton,
Peter Boileau, Owen O’Donoghue, Vic Mednis, Doreen Ross, Chris Carvalho, Sheila Williams, Ken Cuthbert, Dorrie Williams, Norma
Burns, Patricia Bourke
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HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES

SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday
Sunday

Limited numbers per Mass.
Bookings to attend are essential.
5.30 pm St Joseph’s (Please note new Mass time)
8.00 am St Joseph’s
9.30 am Christ the King
6.00 pm Christ the King

WEEKDAY LITURGIES

2. We are parts of the body of Christ, needing each other,
each of the gifts the Spirit provides. (Refrain)
3. No more harm on the mountain of God;
swords into plowshares.
Free us, O Lord, from the hardness of heart. (Refrain)

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
4.30 pm – 5.00 pm St Joseph’s
Other times by appointment.

4. Wash us, Lord, in the waters of life; waters of mercy,
waters of hope that flow from your side. (Refrain)

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated
by appointment on the following Sunday’s of the month
2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King
All enquiries to the Parish Office

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church)

TWENTY-SECOND WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
SUN, 30 AUG
22nd SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Jer 20:7-9; Rom 12:1-2; Mt 16:21-27
MON, 31 AUG
1 Cor 2:1-5; Lk 4:16-30
TUE, 1 SEP
1 Cor 2:10-16; Lk 4:31-37
WED 2 SEP
1 Cor 3:1-9; Lk 4:38-44
THU, 3 SEP
St Gregory the Great, pope, doctor of the church
- Memorial
1 Cor 3:18-23; Lk 5:1-11
(Alt. 2 Cor 4:1-2, 5-7; Lk 22:24-30)

FRI, 4 SEP

Refrain: Gather your people, O Lord.
Gather your people, O Lord.
One bread, one body, one spirit of love.
Gather your people, O Lord.
1. Draw us forth to the table of life: brothers and sisters,
each of us called to walk in your light. (Refrain)

Limited numbers per Mass.
Bookings to attend are essential.
Wednesday 9.00 am St Joseph’s – Mass
Thursday
9.00 am St Joseph’s – Mass
Friday
9.30 am Christ the King – Mass
Saturday

GATHERING: " GATHER YOUR PEOPLE"

SPRING EMBER DAY
Special Day of Prayer and Penance

1 Cor 4:1-5; Lk 5:33-39
SAT, 5 SEP
1 Cor 4:6-15; Lk 6:1-5
TWENTY-THIRD WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
SUN, 6 SEP
23rd SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Ezek 33:7-9; Rom 13:8-10; Mt 18:15-20
National Emergency Appeal for Lebanon:

to make a donation, call 1800 101 201 or
visit: www.aidtochurch.org/lebanon

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
"PSALM 63: MY SOUL IS THIRSTING"
My soul is thirsting, my soul is thirsting,
My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
COMMUNION: " BLEST ARE THEY"
Refrain: Rejoice and be glad!
Blessed are you, holy are you!
Rejoice and be glad!
Yours is the kingdom of God!
SENDING FORTH: " THE SUMMONS"
1. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
2. Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r in you and you in me?
5. Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

This year National Child Protection Week will celebrate its 30th year with the theme ‘Putting children first’.
Putting children first means prioritising the safety and wellbeing of children. To grow up well children need to feel safe and
loved, have a chance to play and explore, have a say in decisions that affect them, and access to essential things like food,
shelter and healthcare. Visit www.napcan.org.au/national-child-protection-week/ for more information.
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and the vulnerable are a gift from God with an intrinsic right
to dignity of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded
by all.

Please support the work of the Oﬃce for Social Jus,ce
The Oﬃce for Social Jus,ce is an agency of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference.
It supports and assists the Bishops’ Commission for Social Jus,ce, Mission and Service.
Can you spare $30 a year to support this work?
Sign up here: h"ps://socialjus'ce.catholic.org.au/supporter/
Subscribe to our free e-newsle5er Social Jus,ce Trends at: h5ps://
socialjus,ce.catholic.org.au/newsle5er/
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