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The Pastor’s Pen….
Last weekend St. Paul urged us to get into the only worthwhile debt going, the
debt of mutual love, saying that love was the one thing that couldn’t harm
anyone and thereby it fulfilled all of the commandments. As obviously true as this
is to us the reality is that we do get into other less wholesome and holy debts.
We make choices that hurt and harm others, decisions that impact negatively on
the well-being of family, friends and strangers and even bringing down the
quality of life in our society.
In the Gospel parable Jesus says that we are God’s servants in debt and owing
much to God for the life we have and the many gifts that flow to us, in particular
the gift of God’s mercy and forgiveness. We are also in debt to each other
having let down, or been let down, hurt, ignored, used, sometimes abused and
so often having taken or been taken for granted. God forgives and releases us
from all our debts owed Him. As the parable challenges us, are we not then
obliged to do the same for one another?
Yet, too often we harbour anger, resentment and a
desire for vengeance against those who have hurt
and failed us, usually without admitting to ourselves
that others have just cause to feeling the same way
towards us, we having injured and failed them. Jesus
ends His parable by telling us that if we don’t forgive
our sisters and brothers from our heart then God will
hold us to account for our debt owed to Him, a debt
much greater than any owed to us.
This brings me to think of the Lord’s Prayer. We pray it at every Mass, and I trust
also at various time during each day. In this prayer, which Jesus taught His
disciples, the one obligation on us is to forgive others as we are forgiven, and as
we hope to be mercifully understood and forgiven when we come to see God
face to face. We pray for God to forgive us our trespasses (sins and debts) as
we work daily to forgive and remit those owed to us.
When our disappointment is deep and our hurt enduring, forgiving the offender
(our fellow servant) is a work of merciful loving that is ongoing, some times
lasting decades. The only other alternate in such situations is to nurture our hurt,
anger and resentment. If we let this happen then how can we say, as St. Paul
could, that we both live and die in the Lord? How can we think that, alive or
dead, we belong to Him who has died and is risen?
Let me end my words to you this weekend with the old tale of the Two Wolves. A
grandfather said to his grandchild; You know that there are two wolves fighting
inside every person; one is good and kind, full of love and mercy; the other is
angry and hateful, full of bitterness and resentment. The young child seemed to
understand what the old man was saying, but asked; And grandfather, which one
wins? He replied; The one you feed.
—————————————————————————
CONFIRMATION 2020.

Congratulations to the Parish children and their families
who prepared so well in these challenging times and
received the Sacrament of Confirmation at St. Joseph’s
Church in two ceremonies on Friday evening, 11th
September. Due to Covid 19 number restrictions, the
remainder of the Confirmation 2020 group will celebrate
this coming Thursday evening 17th September, in a
further two ceremonies, at 5.30pm and 7.30pm, once
again at St. Joseph’s. On behalf of myself and all
involved I want to thank Melissa, our Parish
Sacramental Co-ordinator, the Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd team and our Parish Office staff for all of their
hard work. May the good, kind and merciful Spirit of God
dwell within and guide you always.

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.

HOLY LAND COLLECTION: The annual collection for the support of the Church in the Holy Land normally takes
place on Good Friday. This year, due to the closure of churches around the world during Holy Week because of the COVID19 Pandemic, Pope Francis moved the date for this collection to Sunday September 13th to coincide with the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Cross on September 14th. This collection promotes the missionary work of the Church in the Holy
Land by providing welfare assistance to local Christians in areas such as health, education, employment and housing.
Parishes, schools, orphanages and medical centres throughout the Holy Land also rely on assistance from this collection. It
is also used to maintain over 70 churches and shrines associated with the life of Jesus. Last year, Australian Catholics
donated $1.3 million to this cause, despite tough economic times, rural droughts and the increasing cost of living. This year,
we are again facing great challenges due to COVID-19, but your generosity would again be greatly appreciated. Please
remember the Christians of the Holy Land this weekend by using the envelopes provided, and please keep them in your
prayers.
REFLECTION GUIDE FOR THE PLENARY THEMATIC PAPERS: To support ongoing engagement with the Plenary
Council within the Archdiocese of Brisbane, a new reflection guide has been developed to encourage people to explore the
six Thematic Discernment Papers released at Pentecost. The guide invites people to pray, consider one of the six papers,
enter into contemplative dialogue and even provide their written response to the paper. People are asked to think about what
resonates with them in the paper, what challenges them and how their local community might respond to the invitations and
challenges particularly during the Covid-19 pandemic. To download the guide, go to https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
listening-and-discernment/
MULTICULTURAL MASS 2020: Archdiocesan Multicultural Mass (online event) – 27 September 2020 at 2:30pm
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/action/archdiocesan-multicultural-mass/ Please tune in on the Archdiocese of Brisbane’s live
webcast archbne.org/bzw at 2:20pm for the 2:30pm Mass start on Sunday, 27 September. Multicultural Mass is an
opportunity to celebrate Australia’s cultural diversity and the richness that this diversity brings to the life of the Australian
Church. It also presents an opportunity to reflect on the timely message of Pope Francis as he urges us to respond to the
needs of vulnerable migrants, refugees and internally displaced people around the world.
THE 106th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES will be celebrated on Sunday 27 September 2020. Pope
Francis has chosen 'Forced like Jesus Christ to flee' as the theme of this special annual event. The Pope’s reflection is
grounded on the experience of Jesus Christ and his parents as displaced persons and refugees. With this message, Pope
Francis encourages all to focus on pastoral care for internally displaced people around the world.
The theme is developed in six sub-themes:
1.
to know in order to understand;
2.
to be close in order to serve;
3.
to listen in order to be reconciled;
4.
to share and thus to grow;
5.
to involve in order to promote; and finally,
6.
to collaborate and therefore to build.
The text of Pope Francis’ message for 106th World Day of Migrants and Refugees can be found at: http://www.vatican.va/
content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/papa-francesco_20200513_world-migrants-day-2020.html
WALK THE LABYRINTH 2020: St John’s Lutheran Church Corinda. The Labyrinth is a spiritual walk with God, a time
of peace and a time to think about all those displaced people that walk many miles in search of safety and peace far from
persecution, war, famine and terror. Covid 19 precautions will be in place for these two days. You are welcome to come and
join in this walk. St John's Lutheran Church, 4 Clewley Street, Corinda. Walk the Labyrinth on Friday September 18 and
Saturday September 19, 10.30am to 8.30pm. Evenings are candlelit.
ANNUAL CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN: will be held next weekend to help support the works of our local Brisbane Church:
Priests Foundation caring for elderly and unwell priests in their retirement,
Centacare supporting Catholic social services,
Holy Spirit Seminary educating seminarians for our future parishes, and
Mary MacKillop Catholic School Access Fund providing education bursaries to children whose dream of Catholic
education is beyond their family’s reach.
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QUEENSLAND CATHOLIC BISHOPS CALL FOR NEW SOLIDARITY IN ELECTION STATEMENT: Queensland’s
Catholic bishops believe the state must discover “a new kind of solidarity” to deal with the impacts of COVID-19 and to find a
way beyond the pandemic. On Monday the bishops of Queensland’s five Catholic dioceses launched “The Common Good
in a COVID World” – their combined statement ahead of next month’s Queensland election.
The statement from the bishops is the first of its kind in the modern Queensland political era and pinpoints eight areas for
special focus ahead of the October 31 poll. “As bishops, we offer this statement as a way of sharing key points of Catholic
teaching … as we prepare for the State election,” the bishops write. “No political party fully aligns with Catholic teaching, but
we can point to clear and enduring principles which can help us make the kind of responsible judgements that allow us to be
both faithful Catholics and good citizens. The COVID-19 crisis has shown more clearly than ever the need for a new kind of
solidarity both to deal with the pandemic and find a way beyond it.”
The bishops explained that Catholic social teaching has a preference for the poor and vulnerable, underpinned by the
principles of the dignity of the human person, the common good, subsidiarity and solidarity. Creating the new solidarity
drives the bishops’ statement that urges the policymakers of the next Queensland Parliament to focus on:
•

The dignity of employment and the provision of support services, advocating for a just living wage and the right
economic balance between the dignity of workers and the encouragement of entrepreneurial creativity

•

Helping regional, rural and remote Queenslanders to access adequate health care

•

Adequate funding for Catholic schooling, particularly for disadvantaged students. Catholic schools educate more than
150,000 students, making them the second-largest provider of schooling in Queensland

•

A renewed urgency in the commitment to close the gap between Indigenous Queenslanders and the rest of the
population.

•

Better funding and resourcing for palliative care as the push for euthanasia and assisted suicide continues.

•

Improving the quality regulatory framework for aged care.

•

Better resourcing around social and pastoral education including in the mental health space and on occasions when
people are considering abortion.

•

A continued focus on climate change

“These are some of the many important issues for Catholics to consider when voting in this election,” the bishops write. “In
offering this statement, we want to highlight some principles of Catholic social teaching which may help you consider your
vote. We have a responsibility to present our views clearly and, if necessary, to disagree, while still remembering that all
people are made in the image of God and therefore deserve our respect. We all have a role in building that solidarity – which
means speaking to our fellow Australians with love not hate, with respect not contempt, with understanding not indifference.
In the COVID-19 response and recovery we all need to be more open, interested and engaged in order to combat the crude
tribalism that is infecting Australia and other nations at this time.”
Archbishop Mark Coleridge, the leader of the Brisbane Archdiocese, said the statement was not designed to tell Catholics
how to vote but rather to create wider discussion around issues that may not always be at the forefront of election debate.
“The days of the Church attempting to dictate its views are long gone but we have a responsibility to talk about the issues
that we see on the ground in the many different ways in which the Catholic Church is involved in our communities,”
Archbishop Coleridge said. “We are everywhere in Queensland through our schools, our outreach work, our parishes and in
ways in which some people may not consider. It’s a privilege to be involved with Queenslanders in so many parts of their
lives but that also brings about a responsibility to speak up on behalf of those who may not always be heard.
“This is an important election for Queensland as we look for ways in which we can emerge from this pandemic as a state
that will consider the needs of its people during the most challenging times. Fortunately, the Church has weathered its share
of tough times in 2000 years so we can offer experience drawn from all centuries and all parts of the world.”
To read the statement go to https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/life/catholic-bishops-queensland-election-statement
We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Fraser Ainsworth, Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Fleur Bennell, Alannah Berman,
Alan Carr, Lou Carter, Jairo Cifuentes, Beryl Clark, Carmel Cole, Lina Daddow, Stephen Daddow, Anne-Marie Deschamps, Robyn Dodd,
Janice Doyle, Trevor Fanton, Chris Ferguson, Jack Gabler, Fr Gianni ofm, Nash Giles, Gerard Gillespie, Carl Girgenti, Kendall Hammond,
Charlie Hardy, Myrna Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Michael Hogan, Anne-Marie Hollier, Monica Lampe, The Lip Family, Anthony Lupi,
Derek MacLean, Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack, Colin McLeod, Maureen McNamara, Margaret Mealey, Damien Mollard, Fr Ron
Mollison, Adam Morrison, Monica Morrison, Joyce O’Brien, Sr Valerian O’Brien olsh, Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Rebecca Pullin, Dawn
Punter, Carmel Radford, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Mary Shand, Maria Smargiassi, Lea Tate, Philomena Van Brunschett, Rebecca
Wallace, Genevieve Waters, Roseen Wode, Frank Zubeldia, and all suffering from COVID-19.
We pray for all of our parishioners living in aged care facilities.
May the recently deceased rest in peace: Janelle Peacock, Shane Bridley, Margaret Hanley
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Ray Beauchamp, Irene Quinn, Margaret Long, Narelle Butler, Rose
Hodgman, Anne Roberts, Rona Hooper, Peter, Maria, Anna, Peter
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HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES

SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday
Sunday

Bookings to attend are essential.
5.30 pm St Joseph’s (Please note new Mass time)
8.00 am St Joseph’s
9.30 am Christ the King
6.00 pm Christ the King

WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Bookings to attend are essential.
Wednesday 9.00 am St Joseph’s – Mass
Thursday
9.00 am St Joseph’s – Mass
Friday
9.30 am Christ the King – Mass

Refrain: Lord, let your mercy be on us
as we place our trust in you.
1. The word of the Lord is faithfulness and love.
This love can never be measured.
God's beauty is like nothing we have ever seen,
so let us place our trust in God.
2. The word of the Lord means a patient gentle God,
whose love can never grow weary.
God's mercy is as though our sins have never been,
if we can place our trust in God.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday

GATHERING: " A TRUSTING PSALM"

4.30 pm – 5.00 pm St Joseph’s
Other times by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated
by appointment on the following Sunday’s of the month
2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King
All enquiries to the Parish Office

3. The word of the Lord is fire burning strong
and love that never grows weary.
God will seek and save the lost until we all return,
so let us place our trust in God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
"PSALM 103: THE LORD IS KIND AND MERCIFUL"

The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger and rich in compassion.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church)

TWENTY-FOURTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
SUN, 13 SEP
24th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Sirach 27:30 - 28:7; Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35
MON, 14 SEP
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross - Feast
Num 21:4-9 or Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17
TUE, 15 SEP
Our Lady of Sorrows - Memorial
Heb 5:7-9; Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35
WED 16 SEP
Sts Cornelius, pope, martyr,
and Cyprian, bishop, martyr - Memorial
1 Cor 12:31 - 13:13; Lk 7:31-35
(Alt. 2 Cor 4:7-15; Jn 17:11-19)
THU, 17 SEP
St Robert Bellarmine, bishop, doctor of the church
- Optional Memorial

1 Cor 15:1-11; Lk 7:36-50
1 Cor 15:12-20; Lk 8:1-3
St Januarius, bishop, martyr - Optional Memorial
1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Lk 8:4-15
TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
SUN, 20 SEP
25th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Is 55:6-9; Phil 1:20-24; Mt 20:1-16

FRI, 18 SEP
SAT, 19 SEP

Mother Mary, we celebrate how your birth
was a mysterious and indispensable part of
our salvation.
As we continue to recover from the
pandemic, inspire in us faith and joy.
As we welcome spring, help us to remember
that there is divine purpose in all things and
hope eternal to be found in our every days.
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COMMUNION: " SEED, SCATTERED AND SOWN"

Refrain: Seed, scattered and sown, wheat, gathered and grown,
Bread, broken and shared as one,
The Living Bread of God.
Vine, fruit of the land, wine, work of our hands,
One cup that is shared by all;
The Living Cup, the Living Bread of God.
SENDING FORTH: " BLEST BE THE LORD"

Refrain: Blest be the Lord; blest be the Lord,
the God of mercy, the God who saves.
I shall not fear the dark of night,
nor the arrow that flies by day.
1. He will release me from the nets of all my foes.
He will protect me from their wicked hands.
Beneath the shadow of his wings I will rejoice
to find a dwelling place secure. (Refrain)
2. I need not shrink before the terrors of the night
nor stand alone before the light of day.
No harm shall come to me no arrow strike me down,
no evil settle in my soul. (Refrain)
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