
 

26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

 

26th / 27th SEPTEMBER 2020  
 

World Day of Migrants and Refugees  

The Pastor’s Pen….   
 

This weekend’s teaching story in Matthew’s Gospel is more an allegory than it is a 
parable. By this I mean that each of the characters represents a person or group of 
persons in real life. Remember that the story is addressed to the chief priests and 
the elders of the people. They are represented by the second son who said ‘Yes’ to 
his father’s request that he go and work in the vineyard, but did not go. It’s told after 
these very people and cultural groups were critical of Jesus and the way that He 
mixed with tax collectors, prostitutes and other well known sinners and law breakers. 
These are represented by the first son who said ‘No’ to his father, but later thought 
better of his choice, changed his mind and went out to work. 
 

As I said to you last weekend, the vineyard itself stands in for the field and farm of 
God’s concerns and endeavours. It can be the whole world, the people of Israel, our 
Australian society, our Church and parish and the networks of our families, friends 
and acquaintances. The vineyard of God’s concern is wherever we are and all in 
which we are involved. Needless to add, the father of the two sons stands in for God, 
the loving, life-giving and trustworthy Father of all who owns the vineyard. 
 

In this story the father finds himself with two 
sons who are far from ideal. The first is full of 
sudden reactions, rebellion and resentment. 
He says no and says it a lot, but he's open to 
change and conversion. The second son 
appears to be co-operative, loyal and willing, 
but it turns out that he's intent on doing only 
what suits and benefits him. In short, both 
boys are selfish having no clear desire to 
work with each other or for the father, for the 
future or for the well-being of the vineyard.  
 

Yet, it is the first son, the selfishly rebellious 
boy who represents the sinners, who ends 
up being better because he can think again, 
convert his outlook, change and eventually 
do what the father asks. He’s better because 
he acts rightly in the end, a case of better 
late than never. The other son, full of talk 
and good intentions, settles deeper into his 
selfishness refusing to act in a co-operative 
way, letting his father and the entire vineyard down. 
 

The model and ideal for our own response to work together in the vineyard is found 
in the way and example of Jesus Christ, expressed so beautifully by St. Paul in the 
Second Reading. Some say that Paul is quoting an early Christian hymn or creed 
when he writes that Jesus emptied Himself out of the glory and privilege of His             
divinity so as to become fully one of us, even to death and that death the worst of all, 
a death on the cross as a rejected failure, criminal and social pariah. In this way He 
made Himself into a slave and servant for our benefit. Therefore, God has raised 
Him high making Him Lord and Christ, giving Him the only name that can save us 
from our self-centredness and destructive tendencies. 
 

We're all far from being perfect children of the One good God, nor are we fully                 
conformed to the way of Christ. Like the first son we need to think again and better 
next time, learning to work willingly together for the good of our common vineyard. 
Due to the kindness and merciful grace of God this conversion is possible for us, a 
conversion so that together we can face our future, a future that, as I said to you last 
weekend, is ultimately in hands God’s hands. 
 

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP. 
 

The Parish Penance Preparation Program focuses on themes of love, mercy 
and forgiveness. Our next program is scheduled to begin in October and all young 
parishioners that are 10 years of age or older and have received Sacraments of  
Confirmation and First Holy Communion are invited to participate. 
 

Please contact Melissa Lonergan, Sacramental Program Coordinator, for more info 
or a copy of an enrolment form -: sc.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au  
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
FOR THE 106th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 2020 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Like Jesus Christ, forced to flee. 
Welcoming, protecting, promoting and integrating internally displaced persons                                

At the beginning of this year, in my Address to the members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See, I pointed to 
the tragedy of internally displaced people as one of the challenges of our contemporary world: “Situations of conflict and         
humanitarian emergencies, aggravated by climate change, are increasing the numbers of displaced persons and affecting 
people already living in a state of dire poverty. Many of the countries experiencing these situations lack adequate structures 
for meeting the needs of the displaced”. 
 

The Migrants and Refugees Section of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development has issued the document 
“Pastoral Orientations on Internally Displaced People” (Vatican City, 5 May 2020), which aims to inspire and encourage the 
pastoral work of the Church in this specific area. 
 

For these reasons, I have decided to devote this Message to the drama of internally displaced persons, an often unseen 
tragedy that the global crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has only exacerbated. In fact, due to its virulence, severity 
and geographical extent, this crisis has impacted on many other humanitarian emergencies that affect millions of people, 
which has relegated to the bottom of national political agendas those urgent international efforts essential to saving lives. But 
“this is not a time for forgetfulness. The crisis we are facing should not make us forget the many other crises that bring               
suffering to so many people”  
 

In the light of the tragic events that have marked 2020, I would like this Message, although concerned with internally                   
displaced persons, to embrace all those who are experiencing situations of precariousness, abandonment, marginalization 
and rejection as a result of COVID-19. 
 

I would like to start with the image that inspired Pope Pius XII in his Apostolic Constitution Exsul Familia (1 August 1952). 
During the flight into Egypt, the child Jesus experienced with his parents the tragic fate of the displaced and refugees, “which 
is marked by fear, uncertainty and unease (cf. Mt 2:13-15, 19-23). Unfortunately, in our own times, millions of families can 
identify with this sad reality. Almost every day the television and papers carry news of refugees fleeing from hunger, war and 
other grave dangers, in search of security and a dignified life for themselves and for their families”. In each of these people, 
forced to flee to safety, Jesus is present as he was at the time of Herod. In the faces of the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the 
sick, strangers and prisoners, we are called to see the face of Christ who pleads with us to help (cf. Mt 25:31-46). If we can 
recognize him in those faces, we will be the ones to thank him for having been able to meet, love and serve him in them. 
 

Displaced people offer us this opportunity to meet the Lord, “even though our eyes find it hard to recognize him: his clothing 
in tatters, his feet dirty, his face disfigured, his body wounded, his tongue unable to speak our language”. We are called to 
respond to this pastoral challenge with the four verbs I indicated in my Message for this Day in 2018: welcome, protect,            
promote and integrate. To these words, I would now like to add another six pairs of verbs that deal with very               
practical actions and are linked together in a relationship of cause and effect. 
 

You have to know in order to understand. Knowledge is a necessary step towards understanding others. Jesus 
himself tells us this in the account of the disciples on the road to Emmaus: “While they were talking and discussing together, 
Jesus himself drew near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him” (Lk 24:15-16). When we talk 
about migrants and displaced persons, all too often we stop at statistics. But it is not about statistics, it is about real people! 
If we encounter them, we will get to know more about them. And knowing their stories, we will be able to understand them. 
We will be able to understand, for example, that the precariousness that we have come to experience as a result of this  
pandemic is a constant in the lives of displaced people. 
 

It is necessary to be close in order to serve. It may seem obvious, yet often it is the contrary. “But a Samaritan, as             
he journeyed, came to where the man was; and when he saw him, he had compassion, and went to him and bound up his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set him on his own beast and brought him to an inn, and took care of him”                          
(Lk 10:33-34). Fears and prejudices – all too many prejudices – keep us distant from others and often prevent us from 
“becoming neighbours” to them and serving them with love. Drawing close to others often means being willing to take risks, 
as so many doctors and nurses have taught us in recent months. This readiness to draw near and serve goes beyond a 
mere sense of duty. Jesus gave us the greatest example of this when he washed the feet of his disciples: he took off his 
cloak, knelt down and dirtied his hands (cf. Jn 13:1-15). 
 

In order to be reconciled, we need to listen. God himself taught us this by sending his Son into the world. He              
wanted to listen to the plea of suffering humanity with human ears: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only-

begotten Son… that the world might be saved through him” (Jn 3:16-17). A love that reconciles and saves begins with               
listening. In today’s world, messages multiply but the practice of listening is being lost. Yet it is only through humble and           
attentive listening that we can truly be reconciled. In 2020, silence has reigned for weeks in our streets. A dramatic and              
troubling silence, but one that has given us the opportunity to listen to the plea of the vulnerable, the displaced and our                
seriously ill planet. Listening gives us an opportunity to be reconciled with our neighbour, with all those who have been 
“discarded”, with ourselves and with God, who never tires of offering us his mercy. 
 

In order to grow, it is necessary to share. Sharing was an essential element of the first Christian community: “Now 
the company of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things which he possessed 
was his own, but they had everything in common” (Acts 4:32). God did not want the resources of our planet to benefit only a 
few. This was not the Lord’s will! We have to learn to share in order to grow together, leaving no one behind. The pandemic 
has reminded us how we are all in the same boat. Realizing that we have the same concerns and fears has shown us once 
more that no one can be saved alone. To grow truly, we must grow together, sharing what we have, like the boy who offered            
Jesus five barley loaves and two fish… yet they proved enough for five thousand people (cf. Jn 6:1-15)!  Continued page 3…  
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We pray for the good health, strength and healing of:  Fraser Ainsworth, Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Fleur Bennell, Alannah                
Berman, Alan Carr, Lou Carter, Jairo Cifuentes, Beryl Clark, Carmel Cole, Lina Daddow, Stephen Daddow, Anne-Marie               
Deschamps, Robyn Dodd, Trevor Fanton, Chris Ferguson, Jack Gabler, Fr Gianni ofm, Rudolf Giebels, Nash Giles, Gerard         
Gillespie, Carl Girgenti, Kendall Hammond, Charlie Hardy, Myrna Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Michael Hogan, Cedric Holland, 
Anne-Marie Hollier, Monica Lampe, The Lip Family, Anthony Lupi, Derek MacLean, Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack, Colin 
McLeod, Maureen McNamara, Margaret Mealey, Damien Mollard, Fr Ron Mollison, Adam Morrison, Monica Morrison, Joyce           
O’Brien, Sr Valerian O’Brien olsh, Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Rebecca Pullin, Dawn Punter, Carmel Radford, Sr Bernadetta  
Robinson olsh, Mary Shand, Maria Smargiassi, Lea Tate, Philomena Van Brunschett, Rebecca Wallace, Genevieve Waters, 
Roseen Wode, Frank Zubeldia, and all suffering from COVID-19.   
 

We pray for all of our parishioners living in aged care facilities. 
 

May the recently deceased rest in peace:  Terrence McGlone, Dianne Cordaro 

 

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Gwen Nielson, Mary Purcell, Vince Plummer, Fr John Rate msc,                      
Betty Pattison, Neil Ferguson, Frank Lourigan Snr, Terry Parer, Marjorie O’Donohoe, Bill Williams, Jack Gray, Pat Everist,                 
Ruth Ward, Eileen Doherty, John Ross 

WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES  MESSAGE  continued from page 2 ….. 
We need to be involved in order to promote. As Jesus was with the Samaritan woman (cf. Jn 4:1-30). The Lord               
approaches her, listens to her, speaks to her heart, and then leads her to the truth and makes her a herald of the Good 
News: “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did! Can this be the Christ?” (v. 29). Sometimes the impulse to serve 
others prevents us from seeing their real riches. If we really want to promote those whom we assist, we must involve them 
and make them agents in their own redemption. The pandemic has reminded us of how essential co-responsibility is, and 
that only with the contribution of everyone – even of those groups so often underestimated – can we face this crisis. We 
must find “the courage to create spaces where everyone can recognize that they are called, and to allow new forms of            
hospitality, fraternity and solidarity”. 
 

It is necessary to cooperate in order to build. That is what the Apostle Paul tells the community of Corinth: “I appeal 
to you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be no dissensions among you, 
but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgement” (1 Cor 1:10). Building the Kingdom of God is a duty             
common to all Christians, and for this reason it is necessary that we learn to cooperate, without yielding to the temptation to 
jealousy, discord and division. In the present context it should be reiterated: “This is not a time for self-centredness, because 
the challenge we are facing is shared by all, without distinguishing between persons” ). To preserve our common home and 
make it conform more and more to God’s original plan, we must commit ourselves to ensuring international cooperation, 
global solidarity and local commitment, leaving no one excluded. 
 

I would like to conclude with a prayer suggested by the example of Saint Joseph at the time he was forced to flee to Egypt to 
save the child Jesus. 
 

Father, you entrusted to Saint Joseph what you held most precious: the child Jesus and his Mother,  
in order to protect them from the dangers and threats of the wicked. 

 

Grant that we may experience his protection and help.  
May he, who shared in the sufferings of those who flee from the hatred of the powerful,  

console and protect all our brothers and sisters driven by war, poverty and necessity to leave their homes and their lands  
to set out as refugees for safer places. 

 

Help them, through the intercession of Saint Joseph, to find the strength to persevere,  
give them comfort in sorrows and courage amid their trials. 

 

Grant to those who welcome them some of the tender love of this just and wise father,  
who loved Jesus as a true son and sustained Mary at every step of the way. 

 

May he, who earned his bread by the work of his hands,  
watch over those who have seen everything in life taken away  

and obtain for them the dignity of a job and the serenity of a home. 
 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son,  
whom Saint Joseph saved by fleeing to Egypt,  

and trusting in the intercession of the Virgin Mary,  
whom he loved as a faithful husband in accordance with your will. Amen. 

 
Franciscus 

NEW BOOK ON THE PLENARY COUNCIL  
“A Call to Reset the Sails— Plenary Council 20/21— Australian Catholic Church”.  
This book contains a series of articles from a range of perspectives, all focusing on the urgent need for transformation of the 
Catholic Church and hoping that Plenary Council 20/21 can be a catalyst for such transformation.  
Contributors are: Cardinal John Dew, Bishop Vincent Long, Bishop Bede Heather, Anne Benjamin, Kevin Treston, Tania  
Rimac, Sr Leone Pallisier, Br Aengus Kavanagh.   
Cost $25 (postage extra).  To order please email: resetsails20.21@gmail.com  
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Please go to the parish website or contact the office to 
book to attend weekend or weekday Masses.  

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday 5.30 pm St Joseph’s (Please note new Mass time) 

Sunday 8.00 am St Joseph’s 
 9.30 am Christ the King 
 6.00 pm Christ the King 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 

Wednesday 9.00 am St Joseph’s – Mass 

Thursday  9.00 am St Joseph’s – Mass 

Friday 9.30 am Christ the King – Mass 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Saturday 4.30 pm – 5.00 pm St Joseph’s 

Other times by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated  

by appointment on the following Sunday’s of the month 

2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s 
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King 

All enquiries to the Parish Office 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR  
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church) 

TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 

SUN, 27 SEP 26th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 
Ezek 18:25-28; Phil 2:1-11; Mt 21:28-32 

MON, 28 SEP St Wenceslaus, martyr - Optional Memorial 
St Lawrence Ruiz and companions, martyrs  
- Optional Memorial 
Job 1:6-22; Lk 9:46-50 

TUE, 29 SEP Sts Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, archangels - Feast 
Dan 7:9-10, 13-14 or Apoc 12:7-12; Jn 1:47-51 

WED 30 SEP St Jerome, priest, doctor of the church - Memorial 
Job 9:1-13, 14-16; Lk 9:57-62 
(Alt. 2 Tim 3:14-17; Mt 13:47-52) 

THU, 1 OCT St Thérèse of the Child Jesus,  
virgin, doctor of the church - Memorial 
Job 19:21-27; Lk 10:1-12 
(Alt. Is 66:10-14; Mt 18:1-5) 

FRI, 2 OCT The Holy Guardian Angles - Memorial 
Ex 23:20-23; Mt 18:1-5, 10 

SAT, 3 OCT Job 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Lk 10:17-24 

TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 

SUN, 4 OCT 27th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 
Is 5:1-7; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43 

 

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES 

GATHERING: " LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS"  

Refrain: Lift up your hearts to the Lord 

praise God’s gracious mercy! 
Sing out your joy to the Lord, 
whose love is enduring. 

1. Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth!  
Praise the name above all names! 
Say to God, “How wondrous your works, 
how glorious your name!”   (Refrain) 

2. Let the earth worship, singing your praise. 
Praise the glory of your name! 
Come and see the deeds of the Lord! 
Bless God’s holy name!   (Refrain) 

3. God’s right hand made a path through the night, 
split the waters of the sea. 
All creation, lift up your voice: 
Our God set us free.   (Refrain) 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  
"PSALM 25: REMEMBER YOUR MERCIES, LORD" 

Response: Remember your mercies, Lord. 
 

COMMUNION: " PSALM 34: TASTE AND SEE"  

Refrain: Taste and see, taste and see 

The goodness of the Lord. 
O taste and see, taste and see 

The goodness of the Lord, of the Lord. 
 

SENDING FORTH: " NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD"  

1. Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things have done, in whom the world rejoices; 
Who from our mothers’ arms, has blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

2. O great and bounteous God through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 
And keep us in your grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills, in this world and the next. 

3. All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 
The Son, and Spirit blest, who reigns in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, whom heav’n and earth adore; 
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEGMENTS 
“Lift Up Your Hearts” Text: Psalm 66; Roc O’Connor, SJ. © 1981, 1993, Robert F. O’Connor, 
SJ, and New Dawn Music. 
Tune: Roc O’Connor, SJ. © 1981, Robert F. O’Connor, SJ, and New Dawn Music. 

“Remember Your Mercies, Lord” Text: Psalm 25, The English translation of Psalm Responses 
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL.  
Music: Colin Smith, © 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing Refrain trans. 

“Taste and See” Text: Psalm 34; James E. Moore, Jr. Tune: James E. Moore, Jr. 
© 1983, GIA Publications, Inc. 
“Now Thank We All Our God” Text: Sirach 50:22-24; Martin Rinkart; tr. by Catherine  
Winkworth. Tune: NUN DANKET, 67 67 66 66; Johann Crüger; adapt. by Felix Mendelssohn. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A640186. 
 

ARCHDIOCESAN MULTICULTURAL MASS 2020: Online 
event 27 September 2020 at 2:30pm. Please tune in on the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane’s live webcast archbne.org/bzw at 
2:20pm for the 2:30pm Mass.  
 

ANNUAL PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION  
Each year parishes around the world take up the Peter's 
Pence collection around the Feast of Sts Peter and Paul in 
June.  
However this year, due to COVID 19, the collection has been 
moved to the weekend of 3rd/4th October.   
The Peter's Pence Collection gives Catholics in Australia an 
opportunity to join in communion with the Catholic faithful 
throughout the world in support of the many charitable works 
of the Holy See across the world . Go to https://
www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html  for more details.  
  

Our faith is more than a private matter.  
It shapes our lives in public  

as well as how we relate to God personally.  
 

The Catholic Bishops of Queensland have released 
a State Election Statement, calling on Catholics to  
consider Catholic Social Teachings as they go to 

the polls on October 31.  
 

To read the statement visit https://bit.ly/2FDLtIH  


