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The Pastor’s Pen….
On first reading (or hearing) this weekend’s Gospel from St. John we might think
it almost a repetition of what St. Mark had to say to us last weekend. However,
John has a unique voice and theology, a ‘high’ theology where Jesus is the
Living Word dwelling forever with God; the Word sent down into the mess of this
world so as to bring us light and truth, offering us redemption and a way out of
chaos and our selfish sinfulness into the perfection of God’s self-giving love.
What unites these two distinct Gospels, these two differently styled tellings of
Good News by Mark and John, is that John the Baptist’s message is essentially
the same. He was sent by God as a witness to speak up for the light so that
everyone might come into belief through the Light Himself. John the Baptist
wasn’t the light, only the witness and precursor to speak up for Him when He/the
Light appeared.
Whereas Mark had people from Judaea and Jerusalem all coming to John the
Baptist for confession of sins and immersion in the river, St. John the Evangelist
has the Jews, the leading and powerful elite of that time, sending Temple Priests
and Levites to question John the Baptist about who it was and by what right and
authority he dared to speak and to baptise. As it was in St. Mark’s story, so too
here, where the Baptist quotes the words of the Prophet Isaiah about ‘a voice
crying out in the wilderness: Make a straight way for the coming of the Lord.
Under further interrogation the Baptist (again as it was in St. Mark’s story) says
that standing amongst us already -unknown to us- is the greater more powerful
One. This is surely the point that hits home hardest, back then as it does right
now. The Light has already arrived but we do not recognise His presence.
People didn’t see Him 2000 years ago and (mostly) neither do you and I in
recognise Him in our day.
The 1st Advent Preface we’ve been praying to commence the Eucharistic Prayer
puts this well saying that He has already assumed our lowly human flesh and
has opened up for us the way of our eternal salvation. He, the Lord Jesus Christ,
is with us now because we are His body today and He is living and acting in and
praying through us at this very moment. Now we are watching and waiting for
Him to come again in glory when everything will at last be made clear to us and
we can then inherit the great promise in which we now dare to place our hope.
If we could only be a little more open to God’s Grace and Spirit today, seeing,
hearing and recognising Him in ourselves and in others, speaking, acting,
reaching out, helping, caring, guiding and praying in believers now. If we could
awaken more fully to this reality of Our Lord being in and with us in this present
moment then we really would be alive every day in hope for our salvation to be
fully revealed and completed when he comes at the last.

7 Randolph St, Graceville
Principal: Trudy Walsh
Ph: (07) 3379 7872
E: pgraceville@bne.catholic.edu.au
W: www.ctk.qld.edu.au

St. Paul, in our Second Reading, tells us to pray always and constantly,
accepting the action of the Holy Spirit and the ways and people that the Spirit
chooses to speak to us. We are to hold to what is good, avoiding evil, so that the
God of peace can be with us and protect us until the final coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ for as St. Paul says ‘God has called you and God will not fail you.’

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
19 Randolph St, Graceville
Director: Anne Delsorte
Ph: (07) 3379 8635

He is with us now, so often ‘unknown to us’. Waking up to His abiding and living
presence and the ongoing work of the Lord is our Advent work for the weeks left
that take us to the celebration of His Nativity, our Christmas.

Outside School Hours Care
Clewley St, Corinda
Director: Amanda Kerr
Ph:(07) 3278 5606
Julia Cumming Community Child Care
12 Addison Rd, Graceville
Director: Janice Cowan
Ph : (07) 3379 3069
Brisbane West Deanery
E: bwdeanery@bne.catholic.net.au
W: www.brisbanewestdeanery.com.au

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.
Advent Penance Prayer Service.
You are invited to heed the words of Isaiah and of John the
Baptist by coming to our Parish Penance prayer and
reflection service on Wednesday evening 16th December, at
St. Joseph’s Church at 7.00pm for about 30 minutes.
Through song, prayer, reflection and signs of repentance we
will seek God’s forgiveness and healing in our lives and
within our community. We will in this way better prepare for
the coming of the Lord and the celebration of His nativity at
Christmas.

Christmas Mass
A&er an unprecedented year, this year, more than ever, we need to
celebrate Christmas with our families, friends and parish community.
Christmas Masses will be a li,le diﬀerent this year:
• Mass /mes are diﬀerent this year (see below).
• Numbers are restricted, but there are ﬁve Christmas Masses so
there is room for everyone if we spread the load. Tradi/onally
6pm Christmas Eve is an enormous Mass. We cannot have
everyone a,ending 6pm - we need to spread the crowd across
all Masses.

You will need to book to a end Mass

•

via parish
website www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au Click on the “Christmas Mass Bookings” icon pictured below.

•

You must book each person individually

and complete all contact details for each
individual person – even babies in arms! This is so that we have an accurate and complete list for contact
tracing purposes.

•
•

Please print your ckets and bring them with you to Mass.

•
•

When booking for Mass at St Joseph’s Church you will need to choose to book INSIDE the Church, or
UNDERCOVER in the Mall, or OUTSIDE on the lawn. The place that you book is the place that you must sit
at Mass.

When arriving for Christmas Mass please come 30 minutes early.
At St Joseph’s Church there will only be one access point to enter the en/re church precinct. All will

have to enter from Oxley Road, into the main entry of the church grounds.
•

•
•
•

Please traverse safely along the footpath on Oxley Road to the main entry point. There will be no access
for the general public at any other point around St Joseph’s Church.
Those with mobility issues, can safely enter from the Mar/ndale Street driveway, or the covered
walkway from the parish carpark. Please note that these access points will only be available for
parishioners with mobility needs.
For Christ the King Church you can only book for inside the Church. Access to Christ the King Church is
via the front door only. However the side ramp is available for those with mobility needs.
Please remain socially distanced. Each family unit must be 1.5m away from other families, when
queuing at the entry, when on site for Mass, when receiving Communion, and when leaving.
Hand sani ser will be available.

•

Bookings for all Christmas Masses will close at 9am on Wednesday 23rd
December (and may close earlier if the Mass is fully booked)

•

The parish is opera/ng under a Covid Safe Industry Plan for Places of Worship.

We will celebrate the following Masses:

Christmas Eve:
4.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
6.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
8.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
Christmas Day
8.00am St Joseph’s Corinda
9.30am Christ the King Graceville
Please go to the parish website h ps://www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au/ to book. You will see the normal
“Mass Bookings” icon for our regular Masses and a “Christmas Mass Bookings” icon which is what you need to
click on to book any of the Christmas Masses, or please phone the parish oﬃce to book.
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ADVENT RETREAT- PARISH CENTRE GRACEVILLE - THURSDAY 17th DECEMBER 9am-1pm
with the themes of- COMFORT MY PEOPLE, LIVE IN HOPE, LIGHT SHALL SHINE IN THE
DARKNESS, PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD! A time of reflection in this special period of
waiting and preparation, especially leading into the final week of Advent, where our preparation
intensifies and our celebration draws ever near. A time to climb God’s holy mountain and be with Him,
reflecting on His promises, His call and His desire to empower us to be prophets of hope in our time,
beacons of light shining in the darkness and turmoil around us. To be Covid safe the maximum
number is 15, and you will need to bring your own drinks and morning tea please. Cost $10.00. RSVP
to Anne Delsorte at delsorte@bigpond.net.au
The St Vincent de Paul Society would like to thank all those generous parishioners who have contributed to
our Christmas Appeal. It is not too late to do so, and donations can be left in an envelope clearly marked
SVDP in the Parish collection baskets in the church or at the Parish Office. Alternatively you may care to
deposit to our Bank Account BSB 064 786 Account Number 100026057 Account name SVDP Christ
the King and St Joseph’s, using your name as a reference. This can be done on line or at any branch
of the Commonwealth Bank
Christmas Hampers will be delivered next Sunday, 20th December, from the Parish Office, from 9am
As always, we are asking fit parishioners to assist us with the distribution and will give a COVID safe delivery plan to each
person as they pick up the hampers. Those who have been involved in past years will remember that this is a very rewarding
experience. If you have taken a card to buy a gift for a child, and have not yet returned the gift could you PLEASE have it to
the Parish Office by Wednesday the 16th to enable us to pack the hampers, or to purchase gifts for children if the present
has not been returned.
Working Bee at St Joseph’s from 7am to 10am on Saturday 19th December. Please come along and help mulch and
prepare the church gardens for Christmas. You can come any time between 7am and 10am. Please bring your own water,
sunscreen, hat, garden gloves and wear closed in shoes. If you are able please also bring shovels, rakes or wheelbarrows.
Marshals/Ushers Meeting: All those who have kindly responded to the request to help marshal / usher at our
Christmas Masses are reminded that you will need to attend a training / briefing session at St Joseph’s Church on Sunday
afternoon 20th December at 3pm. As the plans for this year’s Covid Safe Christmas are different to any previous Christmas it
is essential that all volunteers attend. For these Masses to proceed as planned we will need of lots of helpers! We will need
many marshals and ushers at each Mass to ensure it is a Covid Safe event. Please contact the Parish
Office if you are able to help at any Mass.

Mass on New Year’s Day - Mary the Holy Mother of God - will be held at 9.30am at
Christ the King Church on Friday 1st January 2021. Bookings are now open on line if you
wish to attend this Mass.
Local Safeguarding Representative Job Vacancy: After four years of ensuring that Corinda
Graceville Parish is a safe place for our children and vulnerable adults, and making sure that the parish is compliant in all
areas of Safeguarding, Rachel Carr is leaving her role as Local Safeguarding Representative at the end of the year. The
parish will soon be advertising this casual position. If you are interested in the role please submit an expression of interest to
the parish office. We are immensely grateful to Rachel for all that she has established and for all of her hard work and
diligence over the past four years.
Break Open the Word: Copies are now available for the new liturgical year. Please collect your copy near the picture
of Mary MacKillop in each church (and place payment in the tin provided) or at the Parish office during the week. This book is
essential for the preparation of Ministers of the Word. Please purchase a copy, at the subsidised price of $10.00 (RRP $22).
We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Fraser Ainsworth, Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Fleur Bennell, Alannah
Berman, Alan Carr, Jairo Cifuentes, Beryl Clark, Tony Condon, Anne Crossin, Lina Daddow, Anne-Marie Deschamps, Robyn
Dodd, Emilia Dow, Trevor Fanton, Chris Ferguson, Carol Finchman, Jack Gabler, Fr Gianni ofm, Rudolf Giebels, Nash Giles,
Gerard Gillespie, Kendall Hammond, Pam Harding, Charlie Hardy, Myrna Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Michael Hogan, Cedric
Holland, Anne-Marie Hollier, Margaret Holynski, Mark Inman, Monica Lampe, The Lip Family, Anthony Lupi, Derek MacLean,
Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack, Colin McLeod, Maureen McNamara, Margaret Mealey, Damien Mollard, Fr Ron Mollison,
Adam Morrison, Monica Morrison, Joyce O’Brien, Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Rebecca Pullin, Dawn Punter, Sr Bernadetta
Robinson olsh, Mary Shand, Maria Smargiassi, Lea Tate, Sr Cyprian Thureson pbvm, Philomena Van Brunschett, Paul Vikers,
Rebecca Wallace, Genevieve Waters, Margaret White, Roseen Wode, Frank Zubeldia, & all suffering from COVID-19.
We pray for all of our parishioners living in aged care facilities.
May the recently deceased rest in peace: Stephen Daddow, Matthew Young, Max Barton, Tim McManus
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Mabel McLaughlin, George Davis, Murray & Helena Pine, Joan
Geeling, Camel See, Dominic, Maria, Peter, Dominic, Colin Doherty, Dawn Thorpe, Jenny Marshall, Keith Shand, Shirley Dobson,
John McNamara, Maria Hanh Thi Hoang
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Please go to the parish website or contact the office to
book to attend weekend or weekday Masses.

SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday
Sunday

5.30
8.00
9.30
6.00

pm
am
am
pm

2. The Lord has said: “Receive my messenger,
My promise to the world, my pledge made flesh,
The lamp to ev’ry nation, light from light:
With pow’r, with justice, Christ will be the way.

St Joseph’s – Mass
St Joseph’s – Mass
Christ the King – Mass

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday

3. The broken reed he will not trample down,
Nor set his heel upon the dying flame,
He binds the wounds, and health is in his hands:
With pow’r, with justice, Christ will be the way.

4.30 pm – 5.00 pm St Joseph’s
Other times by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated
by appointment on the following Sunday’s of the month
2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King
All enquiries to the Parish Office

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may live daily in the spirit of the Prayer of the Church)

SUN, 13 DEC
MON, 14 DEC

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT
THIRD SUNDAY of ADVENT
Is 61:1-2, 10-11; 1 Thess 5:16-24;
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
St John of the Cross, priest, doctor of the church
- Memorial

Num 24:2-7, 15-17; Mt 21:23-27
(Alt. 1 Cor 2:1-10; Lk 14:25-33)

TUE, 15 DEC
WED, 16 DEC
THU, 17 DEC
FRI, 18 DEC
SAT, 19 DEC
SUN, 20 DEC

Zeph 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32
Is 45:6-8, 18, 21-26; Lk 7:19-23
Gen 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17
Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-24
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25; Lk 1:5-25
FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT
FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT
2 Sam 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; Rom 16:25-27;
Lk 1:26-38

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
7pm Wednesday
16th December
St Joseph’s Church

5. His touch will bless the eyes that darkness held,
The lame shall run, the halting tongue shall sing,
And pris’ners laugh in light and liberty:
With pow’r, with justice, Christ will be the way.
PENITENTIAL ACT: " THE CONFITEOR"
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
[And, striking their breast, they say:]
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
[Then they continue:]
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Response: My soul rejoices in the Lord and magnifies his name.
COMMUNION: " MY SOUL IN STILLNESS WAITS"
Refrain: For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits,
Truly my hope is in you.

LITURGY SNIPPET: Advent Penance Prayer Service

This coming Wednesday evening our parish will celebrate a
Penance Service. However, it must not be confused with
the Sacrament of Penance or Reconciliation. According to
the Rite of Penance, the service is more correctly called a
Penitential Service.
“Penitential Services are gatherings of the people of God to
hear God’s word as an invitation to conversion and renewal
of life and as the message of our liberation from sin
through Christ’s death and resurrection.”
Penitential Services are different from the Rites of
Reconciliation in that they are not sacramental. So why
hold a Penitential Services instead of, say, the Second Rite
of Reconciliation? The answer lies in the very fact, that it is
not sacramental. It is a simple liturgical celebration of God’s
Word and ritual action. This means that it is a liturgy which
may be celebrated by unbaptised, by catechumens to help
during their conversion, by candidates for reception into
the Catholic Church, by members of other Churches and by
all people of good will.

18 Clewley St, Corinda Qld 4075

4. Anointed with the Spirit and with power,
He comes to crown with comfort all the weak,
To show the face of justice to the poor:
With pow’r, with justice, Christ will be the way.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: " LUKE 1: MY SOUL REJ OICES"

Bookings essential - online or phone the parish office

(Sources: Liturgy Lines – Liturgy Brisbane; Rite of Penance #36-#37)

GATHERING: " THE VOICE OF GOD"
1. The voice of God goes out through all the world:
God’s glory speaks across the universe.
The great King’s herald cries from star to star:
With pow’r, with justice, Christ will be the way.

St Joseph’s
St Joseph’s
Christ the King
Christ the King

WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Wednesday 9.00 am
Thursday
9.00 am
Friday
9.30 am

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES

SENDING FORTH:
"YOUR LIGHT WILL COME, JERUSALEM"
Refrain: Your light will come, Jerusalem;
for on you will dawn the glory of the Lord,
and all nations will walk in your light,
alleluia, alleluia.
COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEGMENTS
“The Voice of God” Text: Luke Connaughton, © 1970.
Tune: WOODLANDS, 10 10 10 10; Walter Greatorex, by permission of Oxford University Press.
“My Soul Rejoices” Text: Verses Luke 1:46-50, 53-54. Response Isaiah 61:10, The English
translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL.
Music: Colin Smith, © 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing Refrain trans.
“My Soul in Stillness Waits” Text: Psalm 95 and "O" Antiphons; Marty Haugen.
Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc.
“Your Light Will Come, Jerusalem” Text: Refrain based on Isaiah 60:1, 3, © 1978, ICEL.
Verse text and music: © 2000, 2003, Bob Hurd. Published by OCP Publications.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A640186.
"The Confiteor" English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved.

Parish Calendar 2021
All Parish groups are invited to submit your meeting / event
dates for the 2021 Parish Calendar to Michael at the parish
office as soon as possible.
We know that it is very hard to plan, but we still wish to
produce the parish calendar as best we can for next year.
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