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The Pastor’s Pen….

Word Marriage Day

Our own time of pandemic and plague makes it easier for us to understand something of the fear that leprosy instilled in ancient times, remembering that the Middle
Eastern cultures of 2000 and more years ago knew even less about diseases and
cures than do we. Any persistent blemish or spot(s) on the skin and even rashes that
wouldn’t clear up could be assumed to be leprosy. This meant that the sufferer had
to declare themselves, be examined and diagnosed by the appointed leaders/priests
of their culture and if confirmed as leprous, be exiled from the camp, home, village,
town or city.
They lived together, these leprous outcasts, in a type of quarantine, cut off from
work, family and friends and from the normal social discourse, just as people in
Covid 19 quarantine are forced to do today. Without any social security, social safety
nets or hospitals, things we take for granted, they lived by relying on kind people to
leave them food at a safe distance. They had to publicly declare their condition to
anyone who neared them, waiting patiently and prayerfully for a healing, their only
company (if they were lucky) being that of other sufferers and outcasts.
Driven by a desperation, who knows how long brewing, a leper broke all of the rules
and laws by approaching Jesus, pleading with Him for healing and help. ‘If you want
to you can cure me’ he said. He must have heard of some of the healing miracles
worked by Jesus and risking all took his chance to see if the Lord would help. In
touching the leper Jesus made Himself contaminated, a leper too. This is akin to you
or me entering one of our Covid 19 quarantine hotels or camps unprotected, talking
closely with and touching an infected person.
St. Mark says that the leprosy left the man at once. With St. Mark’s usual urgency
Jesus immediately sent the man away ordering him to visit the leaders/priests as
confirmation of his cure, make the offering of thanksgiving to God and then re-enter
society. Jesus added sternly that the healed man was to tell no one what had taken
place and who it was that had healed and helped him. Why? Because as I
mentioned earlier, if people knew what Jesus had done He would have to quarantine
alone for some time until everyone was sure that He was disease free. The man,
however, couldn’t contain himself, telling all and sundry about Jesus who had made
him whole and well. Hence, St. Mark says that Jesus had to stay outside for a time in
the places where nobody lived, a potential leper Himself. Nevertheless, such was the
desire for what Jesus was offering that people still took the risk and kept coming to
Him.
This wonderful story speaks to us of the humanity, care and compassion of Jesus,
God with us. It also pre-figures the way that He will end up lovingly and unselfishly
taking upon Himself all of the sin, sickness and hatred of humanity, transforming it
into the pathway to hope, glory and life for us all.
We need to be especially mindful and grateful to all of the men and women placing
themselves and their health on the line so as to keep us safe during this prolonged
pandemic, nor forget those who are serving the needs of people who are ordered
into Covid 19 quarantine. We mustn’t forget the medial staff and scientists working
diligently so as to diagnose our illness and those tirelessly striving to find a cure,
often in difficult and risky places.
Lastly, we need to pray to God that we will keep protecting each other no matter the
inconvenience or any personal sacrifices this places upon us, always praying to our
God in the words of the Psalm response; I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and
you fill me with the joy of salvation.

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.
ASH WEDNESDAY MASS

Vigil Mass - 7.00pm TUESDAY 16th February - St Joseph’s
Mass - 8.30am ASH WEDNESDAY 17th February - Christ the King
Please book online at www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au
or phone the parish office on 3379 1534.
Bookings are essential.
Ash Wednesday is a day of Fast and Abstinence.

YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and defend us from every evil.
Amen.
A creatively courageous father, example of love
Patris corde highlights “the creative courage” of St. Joseph, which “emerges especially in the way we deal with difficulties.”
“The carpenter of Nazareth,” explains the Pope, was able to turn a problem into a possibility by trusting in divine
providence.” He had to deal with “the concrete problems” his Family faced, problems faced by other families in the world,
and especially those of migrants.
In this sense, St. Joseph is “the special patron of all those forced to leave their native lands because of war, hatred,
persecution and poverty.” As the guardian of Jesus and Mary, Joseph cannot “be other than the guardian of the Church,” of
her motherhood, and of the Body of Christ. “Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering or dying person, every stranger,
every prisoner, every infirm person is ‘the child’ whom Joseph continues to protect.” From St Joseph, writes Pope Francis,
“we must learn… to love the Church and the poor”.
Excerpts from Patris corde (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis
World Marriage Day: The second Sunday in February each year is World Marriage Day. This
year World Marriage Day also falls on St Valentine’s Day! The permanent theme adopted for the day
is "Love One Another". Loving one another is a daily decision, simple but challenging. In the symbol
for World Marriage Day a husband and wife are symbolically seen as two candle-like figures,
reminding us that married love calls us to help enlighten the world. The couple is joined by a heart,
focusing on love as the power that fosters unity within the couple and generates the capacity to be
life-giving and inspire others to fruitfulness and unity. The world rejoices in the gift of married love,
the life and intimacy shared by husband and wife. Married couples witness to the self-giving love
and fidelity of Christ to his Church. And their intimate love and union also flows with the creative love
of God as they give to families and the future. For all this we are very grateful. So we celebrate in
thanksgiving and continue to pray for their witness throughout the world. A special blessing will be
prayed for all our married parishioners at the end of Mass this weekend.
Ash Wednesday in a Covid World: Priests across the world will take special Covid-19 precautions when distributing
ashes on Ash Wednesday next week, including sprinkling ashes on top of people’s heads rather than using them to make a
cross on their foreheads. The Vatican Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments issued a note on the “distribution
of ashes in time of pandemic”, directing priests to say “the prayer for blessing the ashes” and then sprinkle “the ashes with
holy water.” “Then he addresses all those present and only once says the formula as it appears in the Roman Missal,
applying it to all in general: ‘Repent and believe in the Gospel’ or ‘Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return’.”
“The priest then cleanses his hands, and distributes the ashes” it said. “The priest takes the ashes and sprinkles them on the
head of each person without saying anything.” The usual practice would be to repeat the formula – “Repent and believe in
the Gospel” or “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return” – but that will not be the case this year.
ASH WEDNESDAY MASS: A Vigil Mass will be held at 7.00pm on TUESDAY 16th February at St Joseph’s Church.
Mass on Ash Wednesday morning 17th February will be held at 8.30am at Christ the King Church. Please book online via
www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au or phone the office on 3379 1534. Ash Wednesday is a day of Fast and Abstinence.

Corinda Graceville Parish
is currently inviting applications for the casual position of

Local Safeguarding Officer
This is an exciting opportunity for an enthusiastic and committed applicant to join the Parish team and assist with the
coordination of safeguarding compliance throughout the volunteer community.
The position will be paid in line with the Clerks Private Sector Award 2010 and the rate of pay will be base on the
successful candidates’ qualifications and experience.
For a copy of the position description please visit https://catholic.sharefile.com/d-s6f3f71c67a184d68b5d16bb6dc77d1dc or
any other enquires please email James Herd, HR Coordinator at herdj@bne.catholic.net.au.
Applications close Friday 29 February 2021.
The Archdiocese of Brisbane has standards of conduct for workers to maintain a safe and healthy environment for children. Our
commitment to these standards requires that we conduct working with children checks and background referencing for all persons who
will engage in direct and regular involvement with children and young people (0 - 18 years) and/or vulnerable adults. The organisation is
fully committed to child safety and has a 0 tolerance to abuse of children or vulnerable adults.

To the parishioners of Corinda Graceville Catholic Parish,
The new year has begun in an unexpected way for some of our Sisters who have been in our community in
Corinda, and I suspect you may be wondering what is happening!
The Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart have been in Corinda for over one hundred years and the
Parish is an important part of the history of our Congregation: it is a place where we have always felt warmly
welcomed and have been very much part of your lives. We have been enriched by our presence among you as
we have sought to share our charism, “May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be everywhere loved!”
Unfortunately, due to ill health, Sr Rita Clancy and Sr Margaret Reis have had to return to our convent at Kensington in
Sydney, and Sr Margaret Mary Danaher is presently staying at Canossa Oxley. Sr Gerardine Doherty was appointed as
Director Clergy Formation in the Diocese of Townsville in 2019.
As you would recognise, the number of Sisters able to be actively involved in ministry and live independently is decreasing,
and we ask you to join us in prayer as we discern the future of our OLSH community in Corinda. It is our hope that we can
continue to be a presence in the Parish, but how this may be achieved, at this time, is not clear.
Yours Sincerely,
Sr Philippa Murphy fdnsc
Provincial Leader
Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Lenten Reflection: “Look to Jesus” will nourish and nurture prayer each day during Lent and into the first
week of Easter. The daily reflections will invite the reader to contemplate a verse from the Scripture reading of
the day. This reflection will be followed by a quote from Pope Francis and a simple prayer. This daily reflections
will only require a few minutes to read, reflect and pray. This Lenten practice will lead the you into a deeper
reflection on your daily life. As you ‘look to Jesus’ – in your families, workplaces and the community – you will
walk as ‘missionary disciples’ on the path to Easter, and beyond. The book is available at the Marshal’s desk
when you arrive at Mass. We ask that, if possible, you donate $5 to cover the costs of the book. This may be
placed in the collection basket at the front door of the church or you can pop into the parish office.
Parish Finance Council Meeting: the first meeting of the Finance Council for 2021 will be held on Thursday 18th
February at 7pm at the Parish Office.
Parish Choir Rehearsals continue at 7.30pm on Thursday 18th February at St Joseph’s Church. The choir is
excited to be recommencing their musical ministry. New members always welcome.
Stations of the Cross: will be held at 7pm on each Friday evening of Lent, commencing on 19th February.
As is now the norm, you will need to book to attend so that we have an accurate Contact Tracing list. Stations of the
Cross will be listed with the Corinda Masses each week on Trybooking. Please book via the parish website or phone
the Parish Office.
Children’s Liturgy: will commence at Christ the King Church at the 9.30am Mass on 21st February and
will continue on the first Sunday of each month during school term at 8am at St Joseph’s and on the third Sunday
of the month at 9.30am at Christ the King.
St Vincent de Paul: will meet at the Parish Office at 8am on Friday 26th February.
Parish Calendars arriving soon: We have been advised by the printer that the Parish Calendars should be available
by next weekend. Please collect one from the Marshal’s desk when entering the church.
We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Fraser Ainsworth, Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Fleur Bennell, Alannah
Berman, Alan Carr, Jairo Cifuentes, Beryl Clark, George Cole, Lina Daddow, Robyn Dodd, Emilia Dow, Trevor Fanton, Chris
Ferguson, Carol Finchman, Jack Gabler, Fr Gianni ofm, Rudolf Giebels, Nash Giles, Gerard Gillespie, Philomena Green, Kendall
Hammond, Pam Harding, Myrna Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Cedric Holland, Anne-Marie Hollier, Margaret Holynski, Mark
Inman, Monica Lampe, Jennifer Lees, Alistair Lees, The Lip Family, Anthony Lupi, Derek MacLean, Gordon McCormack, Neil
McCormack, Warwick McEvoy, Colin McLeod, Maureen McNamara, Margaret Mealey, Damien Mollard, Adam Morrison, Monica
Morrison, Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Emily Perrin, Rebecca Pullin, Dawn Punter, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Mary Shand,
Geraldine Slatworthy, Geoffrey Trenear, Sr Cyprian Thureson pbvm, Philomena Van Brunschett, Paul Vickers, Rebecca Wallace,
Genevieve Waters, Margaret White, Roseen Wode, Frank Zubeldia, & all suffering from COVID-19.
We pray for all parishioners living in aged care.
May the recently deceased rest in peace: Margaret McGourty, Tony Condon
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: John Harris, Brian Ahearn, Carmel Curtin, Norman Jolley, Theresa
Jolley, Margaret Morgan, James Morgan, Vincent Son Van Vu, Rita Mortiss, David McKeon, Bernadette Burton, James Carmody,
Sima Silaimani, Jean Wheatland

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES
GATHERING: " BLEST BE THE LORD"

CALL TO ALL CATHOLICS: In an advertising campaign
in February and March featuring international cricketer,
Matthew Hayden, the Archdiocese of Brisbane is inviting all
baptised Catholics to reflect upon what it means to be
baptised Catholic. We’re looking for your help to:
•
Pray for the opening of hearts
•
Accompany those who are seeking
•
Welcome new faces
Next week there will be fliers in your newsletter that you can
give to family, friends, or colleagues who might be
interested. Banners have been placed on our parish fences.
To sign up to be an accompanier or join the prayer, or to
find out more, go to: www.evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/
baptisedcatholic.
First Holy Communion Information Evening will be held
at 6.30pm on Wednesday 24th February at St Joseph’s
Church Corinda. This is a compulsory information session
for those choosing to continue their child’s sacramental
journey. Only parents/guardians need attend this short
session. Please RSVP to confirm your attendance, with
your Name, Email, Contact Number and Residential
Address (for contact tracing purposes). Please respond to
Melissa Lonergan, Sacramental Program Coordinator at
sc.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au

Refrain: Blest be the Lord; blest be the Lord,
the God of mercy, the God who saves.
I shall not fear the dark of night,
nor the arrow that flies by day.
1. He will release me from the nets of all my foes.
He will protect me from their wicked hands.
Beneath the shadow of his wings I will rejoice
to find a dwelling place secure. (Refrain)
2. I need not shrink before the terrors of the night
nor stand alone before the light of day.
No harm shall come to me no arrow strike me down,
no evil settle in my soul. (Refrain)
3. Although a thousand strong have fallen at my side
I’ll not be shaken with the Lord at hand.
This faithful love is all the armour that I need
to wage my battle with the foe. (Refrain)
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: " I TURN TO YOU, O LORD"

Please go to the parish website or contact the office to
book to attend weekend or weekday Masses.
Saturday
Sunday

5.30
8.00
9.30
6.00

pm
am
am
pm

SUNDAY MASSES

COMMUNION: " I HAVE LOVED YOU"

St Joseph’s
St Joseph’s
Christ the King
Christ the King

Refrain: I have loved you with an everlasting love,
I have called you and you are mine;
I have loved you with an everlasting love,
I have called you and you are mine.

WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Tuesday
7.00 pm St Joseph’s – Ash Wednesday Mass
Wednesday 8.30 am Christ the King – Ash Wednesday Mass

Thursday
Friday

9.00 am
9.30 am

St Joseph’s – Mass
Christ the King – Mass

Friday

7.00 pm

St Joseph’s - Stations of the Cross

DEVOTIONS
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday

4.30 pm – 5.00 pm St Joseph’s

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated
by appointment on the following Sundays of the month
2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King
All enquiries to the Parish Office

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may pray daily the Liturgical Prayer of the Church)

SIXTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
6th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Lev 13:1-2, 44-46; 1 Cor 10:31 - 11:1;
Mk 1:40-45
MON, 15 FEB
Gen 4:1-15, 25; Mk 8:11-13
TUE, 16 FEB
Gen 6:5-8, 7:1-5, 10; Mk 8:14-21
LENT
WED, 17 FEB
ASH WEDNESDAY (Fast and abstinence)
Joel 2:12-18; 2 Cor 5:20 - 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
THU, 18 FEB
Deut 30:15-20; Lk 9:22-25
FRI, 19 FEB
Is 58:1-9; Mt 9:14-15
SAT, 20 FEB
Is 58:9-14; Lk 5:27-32
FIRST WEEK OF LENT
SUN, 21 FEB
1st SUNDAY of LENT
Gen 9:8-15; 1 Pet 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15

18 Clewley St, Corinda Qld 4075

Refrain: In faith and hope and love
with joyful hearts we move
towards our Father’s home above.
2. Christ, our bread along the way;
Christ, our rescue when we stray. (refrain)
3. Christ, our shelter, Christ our friend,
Our beginning and our end. (refrain)

Other times by appointment.

SUN, 14 FEB

SENDING FORTH: " IN FAITH AND HOPE AND LOVE"

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEGMENTS
“Blest Be the Lord” Text: Based on Psalm 91. Text and Music: Dan Schutte;
© 1976, 1979 Oregon Catholic Press.
“I Turn to You, O Lord” Text: Psalm 32, Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL.
Music: Michel Guimont, © 1994, GIA Publications.
“I Have Loved You” Text: Jeremiah 31:3; Psalm 24:3; Michael Joncas. Tune: Michael Joncas.
© 1979, OCP Publications.
“In Faith and Hope and Love” Text: James McAuley; © 1976 Estate of James McAuley.
Tune: Richard Connolly; © 1976 Richard Connolly. Published by Willow Publishing.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-640186.

LITURGY SNIPPET: The Cross
As we look towards the commencement of the
liturgical season of Lent with Ash Wednesday, we
recall the centrality of the cross.
No other sign so clearly symbolises Christianity as
the cross. As crucifixion was the cruellest means
used by the Romans to execute criminals, it
symbolised hatred, despair and pain.
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead meant that the
cross became a symbol of victory over death and
salvation from sin. The cross is, therefore, a central
object in our liturgy, especially during Lent. The
cross will stand prominent on the sanctuary in both
of our churches throughout Lent and Easter Time.
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