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The Pastor’s Pen….
What is needed most today? I’ve long thought that what we need most is people
who are attentive to God’s voice, call and message, people like John the Baptist
was to his own age and time. What message needs to reverberate today? Again
I believe that it’s the message of both truth and hope, similar to that which the
Baptist spoke and lived.
We are surrounded by so many voices of discouragement, of doom and gloom,
many uttering false truths and fake news. People are increasingly misled,
deluded in their thinking and have let themselves become destructive in their
actions. Only strong, honest, humble and truthful voices can help, voices of
courage and perception spoken by people of faith and conviction. Our Christian
voices, drawing their message from the wellspring of God’s life and wisdom,
need to be heard. We can offer this to our own people and age, the voice of
enduring truth upon which real hope is founded and sustained.
John did this for his people and culture as he tried to prepare them for the
coming of Christ. He called people to repentance because he knew that starting
over again and afresh was possible due to the forgiving mercy of God who only
ever wants the best for us. His sometimes hard words had a wholesome
purpose; to lead people from lies and shallow living into the light of truth and the
depths of integrity. This is good news, the real Good News that’s able to bring
us back to our true selves.
Jeremiah foresaw this hope for the people of God who were enduring the loss
and misery of their exile. St. Paul lived and preached it, as his words to the
Church at Philippi reveals to us in the Second Reading this weekend. John
witnessed to the hope of all humanity close at hand in Christ while getting
people as ready as he was able to welcome the Lord. Our voices, and by voices
I mean our words, deeds, principles and values and the way we strive to
conduct ourselves each day, must, can and do make a difference for the better.
Will some people be disturbed by us? Well, of course they will be as they ought
be if we are getting through to them. Remember that some eggs have to be
broken if we’re going to make omelettes. Some frightened but forceful yet fragile
egos have to be challenged and upset if change for the good is going to
progress. As long as we ensure that we’re speaking in all the ways that we can
in a loving, caring way, then we will be doing God’s will to correct what is wrong
while offering the alternative of what is right and enduring. This means that we
will occasionally experience opposition and criticism, putting us into the shoes of
the Baptist and of the Christ he came to ready us to welcome. In fact, if we don’t
experience any questioning or opposition, than it’s almost a guarantee that our
speaking isn’t cutting through the prevailing cacophony of noise. We shouldn’t
expect less or different than John and Jesus, surely?
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So, this Second Advent weekend is one of learning yet again to speak in the
kind of ways that straighten paths, fill in valleys and flatten out hills. Then the
salvation of God we celebrate and long for will come upon us and we will be the
Good News shared with those many people we deal with every day who hunger
for truth and thirst for hope in our troubled times.
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Christmas Masses in Corinda Graceville Parish
Everyone must book to attend Christmas Mass.
Please see page 2 for full details.
Christmas Eve:
4.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
6.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
8.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
Christmas Day
8.00am St Joseph’s Corinda
9.30am Christ the King Graceville

SVDP CHRISTMAS NEWS
Thanks to the wonderful parishioners who have already donated to our Christmas
Appeal. It is not too late to make a contribution. There are still envelopes available in the
churches, or you can deposit directly online to our bank account :
BSB: 064786 Account No. 100026057 Account Name: SVDP Christ the King &
St Joseph’s Corinda Graceville.
Our fabulous school families are very generous, and we have most of the groceries we need for our Christmas hampers. We
could still use tinned vegetables (especially beetroot), coffee, and long life custard. Of course any other items would also be
welcome, as anything beyond what we need for our local recipients can be taken to the Inala Family Centre for distribution.
Please remember to return the gifts to the church by Sunday 12th December, or to the Parish Office by Wednesday 15th
December. Hampers will be distributed after the 8am Mass on Sunday 19th December.
I wish to advise that as your Parish Priest, I have been fully vaccinated against COVID 19 and will be receiving a booster as
soon as it is available. Fr Pio who assists me in the parish has also been fully vaccinated against COVID 19. The parish
continues to follow all rules and guidelines in order to keep everyone as safe as possible when we gather for worship. The
churches are fully cleaned after each liturgy, before anyone arrives for the next Mass. We thank all of our parishioners for
assisting in all of our COVID safe practices in so many ways.
Fr. Mark Percival.

Book for Christmas in Corinda Graceville Parish 2021
Christmas Eve:
4.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
6.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
8.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
Christmas Day
8.00am St Joseph’s Corinda
9.30am Christ the King Graceville
Please book via the Corinda Graceville Parish website https://www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au/ Click on the
“Christmas Mass Bookings” icon as shown above.
When booking for St Joseph’s you will need to choose to book INSIDE the Church, or UNDERCOVER in the Mall, or
OUTSIDE on the lawn. The area that you book is the area where you MUST sit at Mass. Please note that there will be no
weather protection on the lawn areas. Please print out your ticket and bring it along with you to Mass.
When arriving for Christmas Mass please come 30 minutes early. At St Joseph’s Church there will only be one access
point to enter the entire church precinct. All will have to enter from Oxley Road footpath into the main entry of the
church grounds. There will be no access for the general public at any other point around St Joseph’s Church.
However, for those with mobility issues, you can safely enter from the Martindale Street driveway, or the covered walkway
from the parish carpark. Please note that these access points will only be available for parishioners with mobility needs or
those involved in Mass ministries.
For Christ the King you can only book for inside the Church. Access to Christ the King Church is via the front door only.
The side ramp will be available for those with mobility needs.
If you can not access a computer to book, please phone the parish office to book your Mass.
The Queensland Check In App must also be used on arrival for contact tracing purposes.

We will need many marshals and ushers at each Mass to ensure it is a Covid Safe event.
Please contact the Parish Office if you are able to assist at any Mass.
There is still a handful of the Advent Reflection Books in each church: Please take this opportunity
to use this wonderful Advent resource entitled “Blessed”. Advent is such a busy time of year and we so
easily forget that, at its heart, it is meant to be a time of preparation, waiting and hope for the coming of
Jesus into our world and lives. “Blessed” provides an opportunity for us to be still each day, listen to God,
and come to know that Jesus is the whole reason for our being.
It is a pocket-sized book that includes daily reflections until after the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. The
book also includes beautiful artwork from the Masters with accompanying artwork reflections.
Copies are available at the doors of the church. We ask that if you can contribute to the costs of these books
that you please place a donation of a few dollars in the collection basket at the front door of the Church.
ST JAMES COLLEGE, SPRING HILL a progressive multicultural Catholic Co-Educational Secondary College in the tradition
of Edmund Rice (EREA) is still welcoming enr olment enquir ies for vacancies in 2022 in Years 7 – 12. Welcoming students from
diverse backgrounds and abilities so they can flourish in their learning and realise their potential. ENQUIRE NOW online or call Maria
Young, Enrolments Officer on 3230 8600, MYoung@stjamescollege.qld.edu.au - the college office closes Friday 10 December and
reopens Monday 10 January. www.stjamescollege.qld.edu.au. Applications can also be submitted to school@stjamescollege.qld.edu.au

ADVENT / CHRISTMAS RETREAT - THE LIGHT
The gift of the Light, The promise of the light, The coming of the Light,
Overshadowed by Light, The call to be Light,
Awaiting the fullness of the Light in peace, joy and hope.
SATURDAY 18TH DECEMBER ~ 9.30am - 12.30pm
At the Parish Centre
19 Randolph St, Graceville
Morning tea provided.
Donation (if possible) $10
Bring your Bible and journal if you wish.
RSVP. Monday 13th December to Anne Delsorte at delsorte@bigpond.net.au or 33796267
St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal. Please see full details on page 2 and help Vinnies to help others.
CWL Christmas Lunch: A reminder to the CWL ladies that the Christmas gathering will be held at the Corinda
Tavern at 12 noon on Tuesday 7th December. Please confirm if you wish to attend by phoning Patra on 3379 8653.
Advent Penance Prayer Service: You are invited to heed the words of John the Baptist by coming to our Parish
Penance prayer and reflection service on Wednesday 15th December at 7pm at Christ the King Church, for about 30
minutes. Through song, prayer, reflection and signs of repentance we will seek God’s forgiveness and healing in our lives
and within our community. In this way we will better prepare for the coming of the Lord and the celebration of His nativity at
Christmas.
St Vincent De Paul: will meet at 8am on Friday 17th December at the parish office.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word: will resume at the end of January 2022, alternating between each church at the
Sunday morning Masses throughout the school term. Looking forward to seeing all of our children again next year.
Exciting News: Youth Group will recommence in 2022 every Friday night of the school term in St Joseph’s Hall. Due
to Covid regulations we have been unable to hold Youth Group for a long time, but we are all geared up to commence in
2022. We hope to see all of our young people and high school people every Friday night.
The conclusion of the Year of St Joseph: With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis
recalled the 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. To mark the occasion,
the Holy Father proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” from 8 December 2020, to 8 December 2021. The Holy Father wrote
“Patris corde” against the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic, which, he said, helped us see more clearly the
importance of “ordinary” people who, though far from the limelight, exercise patience and offer hope every day. In this, they
resemble Saint Joseph, “the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence,” who nonetheless played “an
incomparable role in the history of salvation.” Let us continue to always pray and ask St Joseph for his fatherly intercession
and protection for our families, our homes, our country and our world.

YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.

Images of St Joseph
from around our parish

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Alannah Berman, Alan Carr, Bridie Carr, Jairo
Cifuentes, Beryl Clark, Kevin Clayton, George Cole, Ian Douglas Coles, Edward Crossin, Lina Daddow, Robyn Dodd, Maureen
Doherty, Emilia Dow, Carol Finchman, Jack Gabler, Nash Giles, Carla Gill, Philomena Green, Kendall Hammond, Charles Hardy,
Bob Healy, Myrna Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Anne-Marie Hollier, Margaret Holynski, Mark Inmon, Maureen Inmon, Shirley
Keickhofel, Jennifer Lees, Alistair Lees, The Lip Family, Derek MacLean, Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack, Warwick McEvoy,
Coll McGrath, Jack McLaughlin, Colin McLeod, Geraldine McLeod, Colleen McMahon, Maureen McNamara, Margaret Mealey,
Damien Mollard, Julene Montgomery, Patrick Moroney, Adam Morrison, Monica Morrison, Jan O’Donoghue, Jimmy O’Keefe, Taavi
Orupold, Emma Parer, Genevieve Parer, Shelly Parer, Dawn Punter, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Mary Shand, Geraldine
Slatworthy, Tony Stark, Geoffrey Trenear, Sr Cyprian Thureson pbvm, Pauline Thureson, Philomena Van Brunschett, Paul Vickers,
Rebecca Wallace, Nick Willemsen, Frank Zubeldia, and all suffering from Covid-19.
We remember and pray for all parishioners living in aged care.
May the recently deceased rest in peace: Neil Cremin, Sean Dillon, Fr Eugene Teglia ofm, Jenny King, Meg McGrath, Catherine
O’Hagan
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Keith Shand, Maria Hoang Thi Hanh, Dawn Thorpe, Jenny Marshall,
Colin Doherty, Shirley Dobson, John McNamara, Shea Tristan Lange, Leonard Kehoe, Ken Selinger, Hesper McCourt, Darcy
Howe, Margaret Murphy, Elizabeth Lynch, Norman Hill, Ken Esdale, Peter & Audrey Steintz

WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Wednesday 9.00 am
Thursday 9.00 am
Friday
9.30 am

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES

St Joseph’s – Mass
St Joseph’s – Mass
Christ the King – Mass

GATHERING: " O EMMANUEL"
(Sing refrain 2 times, Cantor will sing a verse, Sing refrain 2 times)

SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday
Sunday

5.30
8.00
9.30
6.00

pm
am
am
pm

St Joseph’s
St Joseph’s
Christ the King
Christ the King

Saturday

4.30 pm – 5.00 pm St Joseph’s
Other times by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated
by appointment on the following Sundays of the month
2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King
All enquiries to the Parish Office

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
7pm Wednesday
15th December
Christ the King Church
Break Open the Word: available now near the picture of
Mary MacKillop in each church or at the Parish office
Please purchase a copy, at the subsidised price of $10.00
(RRP $24). Previous editions Word can be donated to
Prison Ministry - please leave at Parish office.
We, the community of Corinda-Graceville Catholic Parish,
acknowledge the traditional custodians of the lands on which our
parish stands, the Yuggera and Turrbal peoples,
and pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.
LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may pray daily the Liturgical Prayer of the Church)

MON, 6 DEC

SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT
SECOND SUNDAY of ADVENT
Baruch 5:1-9; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6
St Nicholas, bishop, patron saint of Greece, children

TUE, 7 DEC

Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17-26
St Ambrose, bishop, doctor of the church, patron saint

SUN, 5 DEC

and travellers - Optional Memorial

PENITENTIAL ACT: " THE CONFITEOR"
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
[And, striking their breast, they say:]
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
[Then they continue:]
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: "PSALM 126: THE LORD HAS
DONE GREAT THINGS FOR US"

of Milan, learning and beggars - Memorial

Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14
(Alt. Eph 3:8-12; Jn 10:11-16)

WED, 8 DEC

The IMMACULATE CONCEPTION of the BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY, patron saint of Brazil and United States
of America - Solemnity

THU, 9 DEC
FRI, 10 DEC
SAT, 11 DEC
SUN, 12 DEC

COMMUNION: " BREAD OF LIFE, HOPE OF THE WORLD"
Gen 3:9-15, 20; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38
St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin, hermit, Mexico’s first Refrain: Bread of life, hope of the world,

indigenous saint - Optional Memorial

Is 41:13-20; Mt 11:11-15
Our Lady of Loreto - Optional Memorial
Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19
St Damasus I, pope - Optional Memorial
Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:10-13
THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT
THIRD SUNDAY of ADVENT
Zeph 3:25-18; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEGMENTS
“O Emmanuel” Text and Tune: Michael Mangan, © 1995, 2005 Litmus Productions.
“Bread of Life, Hope of the World” Text and tune: Bernadette Farrell, © 1982, Bernadette
Farrell. Published by Oregon Catholic Press.
“Every Valley” Text: Based on Isaiah 40:1,3,4,9; Bob Dufford. Tune: Bob Dufford.
© 1970, Robert J. Dufford, SJ. Published by Oregon Catholic Press.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A640186.
“The Lord Has Done Great Things For Us” Text: Psalm 126, Refrain trans., © 1969, ICEL.
Music: Noel Ancell, © 1979, Noel Ancell. Permission being sought from composer.
"The Confiteor" English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved.
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Jesus Christ, our brother:
feed us now, give us life,
lead us to one another.
SENDING FORTH: " EVERY VALLEY"
Refrain: Ev'ry valley shall be exalted
and ev'ry hill made low.
And all God's people shall see together
the glory of the Lord.
1. A voice cries out in the wilderness:
"Prepare the way for the Lord.
Make straight in the desert a highway,
a highway for our God."
3. Stand upon the mountain top;
lift up your voice to the world.
Sing joyfully Jerusalem;
behold, behold your God.
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