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The Pastor’s Pen….
Each of the two great seasons of preparation and renewal in the Church (Lent
and Advent) have a Sunday set aside that lifts the mood. In Lent it’s the 4th
Sunday, known by the Latin name ‘Laetare’. In Advent it’s the 3rd Sunday, with
the Latin name ‘Gaudete’. These names come from the original Latin first word
of Introit and both refer to rejoicing / a call to the people to rejoice. On this
Sunday in Advent the candle has a pink / rose colour, not the more sombre
purple / jacaranda, and rose coloured vestments can be worn by the Priest.
For our purpose and for this reflection we hear these messages and themes of
joy and rejoicing repeated in the First Reading from the Prophet Zephaniah. The
sadness of the people and the mourning and shame of Jerusalem is ended, the
Lord God has come into the midst of the people and city and so there is nothing
more to fear or be sad about.
Similarly, St. Paul tells us in the short section of his Letter to the Philippians that
we are to “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say: Rejoice.” Why should we
rejoice? Paul says it‘s because the Lord is near so there is nothing for us to be
anxious about anymore. We are to confidently and prayerfully make our
requests known to God with thanksgiving in our hearts. Then the peace of God,
that is beyond all understanding, will guard our hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus. These important messages of hope, joy and good-news apply to us even
when (and perhaps especially so) we have trials and challenges to deal with
and things seem far from being worthy of our rejoicing. The Lord is ever with us!
John the Baptist’s message can initially seem far from a happy one. He calls
people to do their bit to straighten out their ways and lives. John proclaims that
we have to share our surplus happily with those who have less and are needy,
stop cheating and robbing people and cease from intimidating and threatening
those with less power and position in society than we might have. Moreover,
John adds that we must cease lying and deceiving others and find contentment
with what we already have. Despite the challenges in all of this John offers a basic
message to us about living justly and humbly, and above all acting with integrity.
Surely, hearing this and trying to apply it is an excellent reason for rejoicing.
In John’s time, the Roman province of 1st century Palestine, the people began
to think that he might be the long awaited Messiah. He quickly put paid to any
such misunderstanding. He was a servant of the Christ who was so very near to
arriving publicly on the scene, one who wasn’t fit even to undo His sandals.
John’s water baptism was about changing ways from bad to better so as to be
ready and open to the words of the coming Christ. Christ would be the One who
would baptise with the Fire of God’s Holy Spirit and sort out the good wheat
from the useless chaff. The arrival of the Christ would be the ultimate reason for
our rejoicing.
In less than two weeks we will celebrate the birth of Christ amongst us, our
Christmas Feast. Let’s do all we can to sort out our lives and ways before the
25th is upon us, sharing from our blessings with the needy, putting aside old
grievances and judgements, lies and falsehoods, welcoming the renewing fire of
the Holy Spirit, the integrity of God, into us and our community. Then, as St.
Paul said, free from fear and worry we will be rightly disposed to welcome the
peace of God, greater than we can ever understand, into our hearts and minds,
the living person of Christ Jesus Himself.
Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.

Christmas Masses in Corinda Graceville Parish
Everyone must book to attend Christmas Mass.
Please see page 2 for full details.
Christmas Eve:
4.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
6.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
8.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
Christmas Day
8.00am St Joseph’s Corinda
9.30am Christ the King Graceville

Book for Christmas in Corinda Graceville Parish 2021
Christmas Eve:
4.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
6.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
8.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
Christmas Day
8.00am St Joseph’s Corinda
9.30am Christ the King Graceville
Please book via the Corinda Graceville Parish website
https://www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au/ Click on the “Christmas Mass
Bookings” icon as shown below.
When booking for St Joseph’s you will need to choose to book INSIDE the Church, or UNDERCOVER in the Mall, or
OUTSIDE on the lawn. The area that you book is the area where you MUST sit at Mass. Please note that there will be no
weather protection on the lawn areas. Please print out your ticket and bring it along with you to Mass.
When arriving for Christmas Mass please come 30 minutes early. At St Joseph’s Church there will only be one access
point to enter the entire church precinct. All will have to enter from Oxley Road footpath into the main entry of the
church grounds. There will be no access for the general public at any other point around St Joseph’s Church.
However, for those with mobility issues, you can safely enter from the Martindale Street driveway, or the covered walkway
from the parish carpark. Please note that these access points will only be available for parishioners with mobility needs or
those involved in Mass ministries.
For Christ the King you can only book for inside the Church. Access to Christ the
King Church is via the front door only. The side ramp will be available for those
with mobility needs.
If you can not access a computer to book, please phone the parish office to
book your Mass.
The Queensland Check In App must also be used on arrival for contact
tracing purposes.

We will need many marshals and ushers at each Mass to ensure it is a
Covid Safe event. Please contact the Parish Office if you are able to assist
at any Mass.
The Archdiocese of Brisbane is committed to protecting our employees, contractors, volunteers and those they
serve. As Queensland’s borders open we are preparing for increased risk of COVID-19 infection in the community.
Queensland Health continues to urge people to get vaccinated and reminds us that vaccination is the most effective way to
lessen the risk of exposure or the risk of passing the virus on to others.
Therefore, the Archdiocese has made the decision that all employees, and contractors will need to have received two doses
of a COVID-19 vaccination by 15 December. Some specific volunteer roles will also require vaccination.
Volunteers who are required to be vaccinated under this policy include those individuals who deliver or undertake activities:
•
with children and vulnerable adults
•
in homes, in workplaces, and hospitals and health care settings working with any person
(this is not limited to children and vulnerable adults only)
Typical volunteer roles that will require vaccination include:
•
Administration work in parish office
•
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion who attend to the sick in hospitals or private residence
•
Hospital Chaplains
•
Outreach - Homeless Support including children
•
Safeguarding Local Officer
•
Youth Co-ordinator
•
Ministries involving children such as: Catechists, Leaders of Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Sacramental Coordinators
and Altar Server Coordinators
Volunteers do not have to be vaccinated under this policy where that position is solely related to activities that are purely
domestic, social, recreational, religious, or private in nature, including Mass.
To meet the requirements of the direction we require evidence of your vaccination. This proof can be provided in the form of
a COVID-19 Digital Vaccination Certificate or an Immunisation History Statement. Volunteers involved in the ministries listed
above are to submit proof of their vaccination to our Local Safeguarding Rep at lsr.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au
If you have questions about the policy or its implementation contact the Archdiocesan People and Culture Team at
hroffice@bne.catholic.net.au

ADVENT / CHRISTMAS RETREAT - THE LIGHT
The gift of the Light. The promise of the light. The coming of the Light,
Overshadowed by Light. The call to be Light.
Awaiting the fullness of the Light in peace, joy and hope.
SATURDAY 18TH DECEMBER ~ 9.30am - 12.30pm
At the Parish Centre 19 Randolph St, Graceville
Morning tea provided. Donation (if possible) $10
Bring your Bible and journal if you wish.
RSVP. Monday 13th December to Anne Delsorte at
delsorte@bigpond.net.au or 33796267
Advent Penance Prayer Service: You are invited to heed the words of John the Baptist by coming to our Parish
Penance prayer and reflection service on Wednesday 15th December at 7pm at Christ the King Church, for about 30
minutes. Through song, prayer, reflection and signs of repentance we will seek God’s forgiveness and healing in our lives
and within our community. In this way we will better prepare for the coming of the Lord and the celebration of His nativity at
Christmas.
St Vincent De Paul: will meet at 8am on Friday 17th December at the parish office.

Mass on New Year’s Day - Mary the Holy Mother of God - will be held at 9.00am at St Joseph’s
Church on Saturday 1st January 2022. Please join us at the start of the new year to pray for our
families, our parish, our country and our world, on New Year’s Day, the World Day of Peace.
Thank you to everyone who has been so supportive of the SVDP Christmas Appeal and our hamper project. It is not
too late to make a donation to the Appeal. If you took a card for a Christmas gift and have forgotten to return it, please drop
it at the office by this Wednesday 15th December or phone Marnie on 0427 656 897
to arrange an alternative outside office hours. Packing of the hampers is underway,
and they will be distributed next Sunday after the 8.00am Mass. If you are able to help,
please come to the back entry of the Parish Office (near the Columbarium) at about
9.00am. With over 40 hampers to go out, the logistics of delivery depend on the generous
assistance of parishioners, and it is a lovely feeling to spread Christmas cheer in this way.
CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD - ADULT FORMATION
8th-10th JANUARY 2022 at GRACEVILLE ATRIUM - 19 RANDOLPH ST, GRACEVILLE
9am - 5.30pm each day
These three days of formation are the beginning of the second part of Level One formation for catechists,
parents or grandparents working with 4-5 year olds. Although not the basic foundations course it could be a way
for you to get a glimpse of life in the atrium if you are interested in helping us out in the new year. We could
possibly be losing 5 of our 15 catechists so if you feel called we would love you to join us and be super grateful
for your help. It is a truly blessed ministry to be able to lead little ones into the arms of Jesus. If you simply want
some time for yourself to reflect or grow in your faith you are also most welcome.
The full cost of this course which is seven days in length is $385. However we are offering this at a
reduced price to catechist and parents from our atrium $205. For three days full price is $200 with the reduced
rate being $100. Brochures are available in perspex stands at the front door of each church.
To register or any other enquiries please contact Anne Delsorte delsorte@bigpond.net.au
Children’s Liturgy of the Word: will resume at the end of January 2022, alternating between each church at the
Sunday morning Masses throughout the school term. Looking forward to seeing all of our children again next year.
Youth Group will recommence in 2022 every Friday night of the school term in St Joseph’s Hall. Due to Covid
regulations we have been unable to hold Youth Group for a long time, but we are all geared up to commence in 2022. We
hope to see all of our young people and high school people every Friday night stating at 6.30pm on Friday 28th January in St
Joseph's Hall Corinda.
We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Alannah Berman, Alan Carr, Bridie Carr, Jairo
Cifuentes, Beryl Clark, Kevin Clayton, George Cole, Ian Douglas Coles, Edward Crossin, Lina Daddow, Robyn Dodd, Maureen
Doherty, Emilia Dow, Carol Finchman, Jack Gabler, Nash Giles, Carla Gill, Philomena Green, Kendall Hammond, Charles Hardy,
Bob Healy, Myrna Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Anne-Marie Hollier, Margaret Holynski, Mark Inmon, Maureen Inmon, Shirley
Keickhofel, Ryan Lange, Jennifer Lees, Alistair Lees, The Lip Family, Derek MacLean, Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack,
Warwick McEvoy, Coll McGrath, Jack McLaughlin, Colin McLeod, Geraldine McLeod, Colleen McMahon, Maureen McNamara,
Margaret Mealey, Damien Mollard, Julene Montgomery, Adam Morrison, Monica Morrison, Jan O’Donoghue, Jimmy O’Keefe,
Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Genevieve Parer, Shelly Parer, Dawn Punter, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Mary Shand, Geraldine
Slatworthy, Tony Stark, Geoffrey Trenear, Sr Cyprian Thureson pbvm, Pauline Thureson, Philomena Van Brunschett, Paul Vickers,
Rebecca Wallace, Nick Willemsen, Frank Zubeldia, and all suffering from Covid-19.
We remember and pray for all parishioners living in aged care.
May the recently deceased rest in peace: Patrick Moroney, Lorna Verina Mar, Neil Cremin, Sean Dillon, Fr Eugene Teglia ofm
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Joyce O’Brien, Joan Geeling, Carmel See, Gerald O’Hanlon, Anne
Crossin, Keith Shand, Maria Hoang Thi Hanh, Dawn Thorpe, Jenny Marshall, Colin Doherty, Shirley Dobson, John McNamara

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES

WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Wednesday 9.00 am
Thursday 9.00 am
Friday
9.30 am

St Joseph’s – Mass
St Joseph’s – Mass
Christ the King – Mass

GATHERING: " O EMMANUEL"
(Sing refrain 2 times, Cantor will sing a verse, Sing refrain 2 times)

SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday
Sunday

5.30
8.00
9.30
6.00

pm
am
am
pm

St Joseph’s
St Joseph’s
Christ the King
Christ the King

Saturday

4.30 pm – 5.00 pm St Joseph’s
Other times by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated
by appointment on the following Sundays of the month
2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King
All enquiries to the Parish Office

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
7pm Wednesday
15th December
Christ the King Church
LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may pray daily the Liturgical Prayer of the Church)

SUN, 12 DEC
MON, 13 DEC

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT
THIRD SUNDAY of ADVENT
Zeph 3:25-18; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18
St Lucy, virgin, martyr, patron saint of the blind and
eye disorders - Memorial

Num 24:2-7, 15-17; Mt 21:23-27
TUE, 14 DEC

(Alt. 2 Cor 10:17 - 11:2; Mt 25:1-13)
St John of the Cross, priest, doctor of the church,
patron saint of mystics - Memorial

Zeph 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32
(Alt. 1 Cor 2:1-10; Lk 14:25-33)

WED, 15 DEC
THU, 16 DEC
FRI, 17 DEC

Is 45:6-8, 18, 21-25; Lk 7:19-23
Is 54:1-10; Lk 7:24-30
Gen 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17
Commencement of the Christmas Novena

SAT, 18 DEC
SUN, 19 DEC

Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-24
FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT
FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT
Micah 5:1-4; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-44

PENITENTIAL ACT: " THE CONFITEOR"
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
[And, striking their breast, they say:]
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
[Then they continue:]
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
"ISAIAH 12: CRY OUT WITH JOY AND GLADNESS"

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEGMENTS
“O Emmanuel” Text and Tune: Michael Mangan, © 1995, 2005 Litmus Productions.
“Isaiah 12: Cry Out With Joy and Gladness” Text: Is 12:2-3, 4, 6; Marty Haugen.
Music: Marty Haugen; refrain adapt. by Diana Kodner; © 1988, 1994, GIA Publications, Inc.
“My Soul In Stillness Waits” Text: Psalm 95 and "O" Antiphons; Marty Haugen.
Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc.
“Your Light Will Come” Text: Refrain based on Isaiah 60:1, 3, © 1978, ICEL.
Verse text and music: © 2000, 2003, Bob Hurd. Published by OCP Publications.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A640186.
"The Confiteor" English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved.

Be prepared for rain at Christmas: Remember you will
have to queue outside in order to gain entry to Mass so be
suitably prepared. For those who have booked seats on the
lawn, please be aware that we are unable to provide
COMMUNION: " MY SOUL IN STILLNESS WAITS"
covering from the rain.
Refrain: For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits,
Break Open the Word: final copies available now near
Truly my hope is in you.
the picture of Mary MacKillop in each church. Please
purchase a copy, at the subsidised price of $10.00 (RRP SENDING FORTH:
$24). Previous editions can be donated to Prison Ministry - "YOUR LIGHT WILL COME, JERUSALEM"
please leave at Parish office.
Refrain: Your light will come, Jerusalem;
We, the community of Corinda-Graceville Catholic Parish,
for on you will dawn the glory of the Lord,
and all nations will walk in your light,
acknowledge the traditional custodians of the lands on which our
alleluia, alleluia.
parish stands, the Yuggera and Turrbal peoples, and pay our
respects to Elders past, present and emerging.
18 Clewley St, Corinda Qld 4075

P (07) 3379 1534

E corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au

