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The Pastor’s Pen….
We have a saying which goes: Laugh and the world laughs with you; Cry and
you cry alone. This saying has a truth in it because joy and being joyful is
contagious, spreading like wild fire. It’s not that we detest or resent sadness and
suffering in any way, only that happy and joyful people attracts us, drawing us in
to share their joy and elation.
Last weekend the readings spoke to us of the joy that comes from knowing that
God is in our midst, even making a home and dwelling within us in the Spirit.
Our happiness and joyfulness is what God wants, always in the Lord, as St.
Paul said. With only five more sleeps until Christmas, this weekend our Church
asks us to focus on Mary. The story we hear from St. Luke takes place just after
the Annunciation by the Angel Gabriel to Mary and the giving of Mary’s ‘yes’ to
God’s will that she become the mother of Our Lord.
Quickly she acted and set out for the hill country of Judah, somewhere East of
Jerusalem, in order to visit her much older relative Elizabeth whom Mary had
been told by Gabriel had wonderfully and miraculously fallen pregnant for the
first time in her life. This was a big journey for the youthful Mary to take from
Nazareth in those days, particularly so being newly pregnant herself.
Undoubtedly, Mary wanted to consult with and learn from Elizabeth’s many
years of long experience and the way she was dealing with her pregnancy,
months more advanced, than was Mary’s. However, I think that the central
impulse for the journey and visit was the desire to share the happiness and joy
of what had come to pass for Elizabeth, long thought barren, and what had
happened by God’s working and Spirit to Mary herself.
Elizabeth’s response, and that of her child
in the womb to Mary’s greeting, bears out
what I’ve said above. The child, who
would grow up to become John the
Baptiser, leapt in Elizabeth’s womb with
joy and Elizabeth herself was filled with
the happiness and joy of God’s Holy
Spirit. Crying out, not in pain or anguish,
but in sheer delight and joyful excitement,
Elizabeth said to Mary; Of all women you
are the most blessed, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. This cry of rejoicing,
along with the greeting of the Angel Gabriel to Mary, has become the opening
lines of our Hail Mary prayer, a prayer that sustains us through our sorrows and
tears as well as in our joys and achievements.
Elizabeth finishes her exultant words by saying; Yes, blessed is she who
believed that the promises made to her by the Lord God would be fulfilled. The
working out of these promises in Jesus’ life story would write the story of the
rest of Mary’s life on Earth. Mary’s Magnificat, which followed what Elizabeth
had to say, but which we don’t get to hear this weekend, sums up this working
out for us. God’s fidelity to God’s promises would, through the life and ministry
and especially through the self-giving death and glorious resurrection of Jesus,
Son of God and son of Mary, change human history and our destiny forever.
The mighty and powerful would be put in their place, the poor and humble would
be lifted up and the Good-News of human salvation would be announced and
come to pass.
As The Prophet Micah puts it to us in the First Reading; After she who is to give
birth gives birth, the remnant of Israel will come back to God who will stand
amongst them like a good shepherd feeding his flock with the power of the Lord
and the majesty of the name of God. God’s flock, God’s people, will live secure
from then onwards under God’s power to the ends of the land and God will be
Peace.
In these last days of Advent left to us this year, do focus on Mary’s visitation to
Elizabeth and the joy and happiness they shared as they celebrated the faithful
love and care of God for them, and through their cooperation for all of us and for
the whole world. This focus will help us to set the right tone for Christmas and
ensure that we keep Christ central to the Christmas feast that bears His name.

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.

Book for Christmas in Corinda Graceville Parish
Christmas Eve:
4.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
6.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
8.00pm St Joseph’s Corinda
Christmas Day
8.00am St Joseph’s Corinda
9.30am Christ the King Graceville

Please read this important information
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

You need to book to attend Christmas Mass via par ish website www.cor indagr acevillepar ish.or g.au
Click on the “Christmas Mass Bookings” icon.
Bookings for all Christmas Masses will close at 9am on Wednesday 22nd December (and may close
earlier if the Mass is fully booked).
You must book for each person attending – even babies in arms!
Please print your tickets and bring them with you to Mass.
When arriving for Christmas Mass please come 20 minutes early.
The Queensland Check In App must also be used on arrival for contact tracing purposes.
Be prepared for wet weather. You will be queueing on the footpath / outside so be pr epar ed. You may
need rain protection to even gain access. For those booked outside on the lawns there will be no covering
and you can not enter into the church or other covered areas as these areas are booked and numbers are
restricted in each area due to our Covid regulations. Be sensible. Come prepared.
When booking for Mass at St Joseph’s Church you will need to choose to book INSIDE the Chur ch,
or UNDERCOVER in the Mall, or OUTSIDE on the lawn. The place that you book is the place that you
must sit at Mass.
At St Joseph’s Church ther e will only be one access point to enter the entir e chur ch pr ecinct.
All will have to enter from Oxley Road, into the main entry of the church grounds. Please traverse safely
along the footpath on Oxley Road to the main entry point.
Those with mobility issues, can safely enter fr om the Mar tindale Str eet dr iveway, or the cover ed
walkway from the parish carpark. Please note that these access points will only be available for parishioners
with mobility needs or those involved in the ministries of the Mass.
For Christ the King Church you can only book for inside the Chur ch. Access to Chr ist the King
Church is via the front door only. However the side ramp is available for those with mobility needs.
Please remain socially distanced. Each family unit must be 1.5m away from other families, when queuing
at the entry, when on site for Mass, when processing to Communion, and when leaving.
Please use the Hand Sanitiser when arriving and leaving the church.

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD - ADULT FORMATION
8th-10th JANUARY 2022, 9am - 5.30pm each day at GRACEVILLE ATRIUM - 19 RANDOLPH ST, GRACEVILLE
These three days of formation are the beginning of the second part of Level One formation for catechists, parents or grandparents working with 4-5 year olds. Although not the basic foundations course it could be a way for you to get a glimpse of
life in the atrium if you are interested in helping us out in the new year. We could possibly be losing 5 of our 15 catechists so
if you feel called we would love you to join us and be super grateful for your help. It is a truly blessed ministry to be able to
lead little ones into the arms of Jesus. If you simply want some time for yourself to reflect or grow in your faith you are also
most welcome.
The full cost of this course which is seven days in length is $385. However we are offering this at a reduced price to catechist
and parents from our atrium $205. For three days full price is $200 with the reduced rate being $100. Brochures are
available in perspex stands at the front door of each church. To register or any other enquiries please contact
Anne Delsorte delsorte@bigpond.net.au
We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Maureen Atkins, Ron Atkins, Alannah Berman, Alan Carr, Bridie Carr, Jairo
Cifuentes, Beryl Clark, Kevin Clayton, George Cole, Ian Douglas Coles, Edward Crossin, Lina Daddow, Robyn Dodd, Maureen
Doherty, Emilia Dow, Carol Finchman, Jack Gabler, Nash Giles, Carla Gill, Philomena Green, Kendall Hammond, Charles Hardy,
Bob Healy, Myrna Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Anne-Marie Hollier, Margaret Holynski, Mark Inmon, Maureen Inmon, Shirley
Keickhofel, Ryan Lange, Jennifer Lees, Alistair Lees, The Lip Family, Derek MacLean, Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack,
Warwick McEvoy, Coll McGrath, Jack McLaughlin, Colin McLeod, Geraldine McLeod, Colleen McMahon, Maureen McNamara,
Margaret Mealey, Damien Mollard, Julene Montgomery, Adam Morrison, Monica Morrison, Jan O’Donoghue, Jimmy O’Keefe,
Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Genevieve Parer, Shelly Parer, Dawn Punter, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Mary Shand, Geraldine
Slatworthy, Tony Stark, Agnes Thomas, Sr Cyprian Thureson pbvm, Pauline Thureson, Geoffrey Trenear, Philomena Van
Brunschett, Paul Vickers, Rebecca Wallace, Nick Willemsen, Frank Zubeldia, and all suffering from Covid-19.
We remember and pray for all parishioners living in aged care.
May the recently deceased rest in peace: John O’Donohoe, Patrick Moroney, Lorna Verina Mar
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Murray & Helena Pine, George Davis, Larry Gillespie, Dan
Augustine, Des Kerwick, John & George Brereton, Len Daniels, Margaret Chan, Winifred Moynihan, Peg Armstrong, Allan Randall,
Peter Pitot, Joyce Faulkner, Mable McLaughlin, Matthew O’Dea, deceased members of the Wheatland and McLean families, Joyce
O’Brien, Joan Geeling, Carmel See, Gerald O’Hanlon, Anne Crossin

Mass times for the next two weeks: Please note the
following times and dates for Masses for the next two weeks.
There are some changes to the normal schedule:
Wednesday
22/12/21
9.00am St Joseph’s
Thursday
23/12/21
9.00am St Joseph’s
Friday
24/12/21
NO MORNING MASS AT CTK
Friday
24/12/21 Christmas Eve
4.00pm St Joseph’s
6.00pm St Joseph’s
8.00pm St Joseph’s
Saturday
25/12/21 Christmas Day
8.00am St Joseph’s
9.30am Christ the King
NO SATURDAY EVENING MASS AT SJ

Please help! St Vincent de Paul have a family in need
and are looking for a lounge suite, preferably 2 + 3 seaters
and dining chairs. If you are able to help, please contact the
Parish Office. Pick up will be arranged and your generosity
would be greatly appreciated!

Sunday

Carols By Candlelight: Tuesday 28th December 7pm-9pm:
Our Lady of Victories Church, 29 Cintra Rd / 1 Roche Ave,
Bowen Hills. Share a relaxed evening of Christmas music
and carol singing together on the lawn in front of the church,
overlooking the Brisbane river. Spectacular setting; life-size
crib; image projections onto the facade. BYO picnic blanket,
cushions or folding chair. (Some chairs provided). Bring a
small plate to share. Light refreshments available after
carols. Kids come dressed in your favourite Bethlehem
costume. Enquiries: 0468 723 724. Please book via Eventbrite. COVID Safe Event: Register upon arrival.

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday

26/12/21 Holy Family
8.00am St Joseph’s
9.30am Christ the King
6.00pm Christ the King
29/12/21
9.00am St Joseph’s
30/12/21
9.00am St Joseph’s
31/12/21
9.30am Christ the King
1/1/22 Mary the Mother of God
9.00am St Joseph’s
1/1/22 Epiphany of the Lord Eve
5.30pm St Joseph’s
2/1/22 Epiphany of the Lord
8.00am St Joseph’s
9.30am Christ the King
6.00pm Christ the King

Hamper Delivery: the Vinnies hampers, created by the
incredible generosity of our parish community will be
delivered TODAY Sunday 19th December after the
8.00am Mass. If you are able to help, please come to the
back entry of the Parish Office (near the Columbarium) at
about 9.00am. With over 40 hampers to go out, the logistics
of delivery depend on the generous assistance of
parishioners, and it is a lovely feeling to spread Christmas
cheer in this way.

Mass on New Year’s Day - Mary the Holy Mother of God
- will be held at 9.00am at St Joseph’s Church on Saturday
1st January 2022. Please join us at the start of the new
year to pray for our families, our parish, our country and our
world, on New Year’s Day, the World Day of Peace.

The Archdiocese of Brisbane is committed to protecting our employees, contractors, volunteers and those they
serve. As Queensland’s borders open we are preparing for increased risk of COVID-19 infection in the community.
Queensland Health continues to urge people to get vaccinated and reminds us that vaccination is the most effective way to
lessen the risk of exposure or the risk of passing the virus on to others.
Therefore, the Archdiocese has made the decision that all parish employees, and contractors, and some volunteers will need
to provide proof of COVID-19 vaccination by 23rd January 2022. This deadline has been extended to align with the mandate
for BCE schools.
Volunteers who are required to be vaccinated under this policy include those individuals who deliver or undertake activities:
•
with children and vulnerable adults
•
in homes, in workplaces, and hospitals and health care settings working with any person
(this is not limited to children and vulnerable adults only)
Typical volunteer roles that will require vaccination include:
•
Administration work in parish office
•
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion who distribute Holy Communion at Mass or who attend to the sick
in hospitals or private residence. Additionally, the wearing of a mask while distributing Holy Communion is
strongly recommended for clergy and these volunteers.
•
Hospital Chaplains
•
Outreach - Homeless Support including children
•
Safeguarding Local Officer
•
Youth Co-ordinator
•
Ministries involving children such as: Catechists, Leaders of Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Sacramental Coordinators
and Altar Server Coordinators
Volunteers do not have to be vaccinated under this policy where that position is solely related to activities that are purely
domestic, social, recreational, religious, or private in nature, including Mass.
Employees should receive a booster dose of vaccine in line with government health guidelines.
All clergy of the Archdiocese of Brisbane were required to provide proof of vaccination by 15 December 2021.
To meet the requirements of the direction we require evidence of your vaccination. This proof can be provided in the form of
a COVID-19 Digital Vaccination Certificate or an Immunisation History Statement. Volunteers involved in the ministries listed
above are to submit proof of their vaccination to our Local Safeguarding Rep at lsr.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au
If you have questions about the policy or its implementation contact the Archdiocesan People and Culture Team at
hroffice@bne.catholic.net.au

WEEKDAY LITURGIES

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES

Wednesday 9.00 am St Joseph’s - Mass
Thursday 9.00 am St Joseph’s - Mass
Friday
NO Morning Mass at Graceville
4.00 pm St Joseph’s - Mass
6.00 pm St Joseph’s - Mass
8.00 pm St Joseph’s - Mass
Saturday 8.00 am St Joseph’s - Mass
9.30 am Christ the King - Mass
NO Evening Mass at Corinda

GATHERING: " O EMMANUEL"
(Sing refrain 2 times, Cantor will sing a verse, Sing refrain 2 times)

SUNDAY MASSES
Sunday

8.00 am
9.30 am
6.00 pm

St Joseph’s
Christ the King
Christ the King

Saturday

4.30 pm – 5.00 pm St Joseph’s
Other times by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated
by appointment on the following Sundays of the month
2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King
All enquiries to the Parish Office

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may pray daily the Liturgical Prayer of the Church)

SUN, 19 DEC
MON, 20 DEC
TUE, 21 DEC
WED, 22 DEC
THU, 23 DEC
FRI, 24 DEC
FRI, 25 DEC

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT
FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT
Micah 5:1-4; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-44
Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38
St Peter Canisius, priest, doctor of the church

- Optional Memorial

Song 2:8-14; Lk 1:39-45
1 Sam 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56
St John of Kanty, priest - Optional Memorial
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66
2 Sam 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; Lk 1:67-79
CHRISTMAS TIME
The NATIVITY of the LORD

- Solemnity with octave (Holy Day of Obligation)

Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25
Night: Is 9:1-7; Titus 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Titus 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18
(Note: Night Readings will be used at all Masses)

SUN, 26 DEC

The HOLY FAMILY of JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
1 Sam 1:20-22, 24-28 or Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14;
1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 or Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:41-52

PENITENTIAL ACT: " THE CONFITEOR"
I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
[And, striking their breast, they say:]
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
[Then they continue:]
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
"PSALM 80: LORD, MAKE US TURN TO YOU"

Be prepared for rain at Christmas: Remember you will
have to queue outside in order to gain entry to Mass so be
suitably prepared. For those who have booked seats on the
lawn, please be aware that we are unable to provide
covering from the rain.
We, the community of Corinda-Graceville Catholic Parish,
acknowledge the traditional custodians of the lands on which our
parish stands, the Yuggera and Turrbal peoples, and pay our
respects to Elders past, present and emerging.
COMMUNION: " BREAD OF LIFE, HOPE OF THE WORLD"
Refrain: Bread of life, hope of the world, Jesus Christ, our brother:
feed us now, give us life, lead us to one another.
SENDING FORTH: "O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL"
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O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
O come, O Rod of Jesse's stem, from every foe deliver them
That trust your mighty power to save, and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
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