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The Pastor’s Pen….
Often these days we are concerned about the future shape and even the viability of
the Church in the years and decades to come. These concerns, anxieties even, are
understandable as we witness declining numbers participating in the most central
and significant acts and celebrations of our faith and religion within our Parishes.
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It’s worth remembering that this decline in active membership and participation in our
faith communities is largely a Western phenomenon affecting Australia, New
Zealand, Europe and the USA. Meanwhile, in Africa, Asia including China, India,
Russia and Eastern Europe and the Indian and Pacific Ocean nations a much
different and altogether happier story is being written and told in our times.

Local Safeguarding Representative
Veronica Maladina
lsr.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au

There are many reasons for this decline in religious affiliation in the West and rise in
other more populous parts of the globe. There are no right or wrong explanations or
answers here, nor any simple solutions. I found the following article by Fr. Ron
Rolheiser OMI worthy of reading and reflecting upon. I hope that it engages your
mind, heart and spirit.
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NAMING THE PRESENT MOMENT – SOME METAPHORS TO DIGEST
MAY 23, 2022

Not everything can be fixed or cured, but it should be named properly. Richard Rohr
said that. James Hillman suggests something similar when he wrote that a symptom
suffers most when it doesn’t know where it belongs.
Where does our present moment belong vis-à-vis our faith in God and the relevance
of our churches? Are we post-Christian? Are we witnessing the death of God and our
churches? Or, is our faith being purified by the very criticisms levelled against it and,
despite a massive decline in church attendance, aren’t the churches making genuine
moral progress on issues like racism, sexism, and social justice in general? Are we
dying or maturing? How do we name our present moment?
By way of an answer, I would like simply to offer a series of “metaphors” gleaned
from various commentators that attempt a naming. Some of these seemingly
contradict each other, but all of them merit some thought. I leave them for you to
digest.
•
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Faith is a spent project! In essence, that’s the view of the Enlightenment
thinkers, classically expressed in persons like Nietzsche, Freud, Feuerbach,
and Marx, who suggest that faith and belief in God are something you
eventually outgrow, like belief in Santa and the Easter Bunny. This belief was
needed for a time, but it’s something we outgrow when we lose our naiveté.
God and the churches have had their time in history, and that day is over.
Today, this is the belief (or unacknowledged fear) of millions.

•

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
19 Randolph St, Graceville
Director: Anne Delsorte
Ph: (07) 3379 8635

Our world is still in diapers! Pierre Teilhard de Chardin suggests that far from
faith being a spent project, it’s only in its infancy stage. In an evolutionary view
of history and faith, we are still a world in diapers, emerging from the crib.
Faith is far from spent! We are just beginning!

•

A post-Christian West! That was the view of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger before
he became pope. Interestingly, he never asserted it again explicitly after he
became pope, namely, that the secularized world, particularly in North
America and Western Europe, is now “post-Christian”.

•

Faith in the secularized world is suffering a certain noonday fatigue! This is an
image offered by Thomas Halik. In his view, faith and the churches aren’t
dying; they are merely suffering “acedia”, the “noon-day devil”, the fatigue that
the early Christian desert writers told us could afflict even the most committed
believers.

•

We are experiencing a crisis of the imagination, not of faith and fidelity. The
conditions of belief have changed radically and our imaginations haven’t
caught up. This is the view of the renowned philosopher on secularity, Charles
Taylor. For him, as believers today we are pioneers, struggling to learn how to
live in a (faith) country that we and no one else has ever before inhabited.
Small wonder we are struggling.
Continued over page ……...
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NAMING THE PRESENT MOMENT – SOME METAPHORS TO DIGEST …….. continued from page 1…….
•

Secular culture is the adolescent child of Judeo-Christianity and in its adolescent grandiosity our culture sees only its
parents’ faults. This is the view of the popular spiritual writer Kathleen Norris and is echoed by Yale philosopher Louis
Dupre. As Norris puts it, if you want to visualize the relationship between our secular world and Christianity, watch how
a seventeen year-old teenager who is out of sorts with her parents interrelates with them. To this, Dupre adds that
grandiose adolescents aren’t bad, they just aren’t finished growing.

•

Secularity is a fantasy indulged in by intellectuals. For ordinary people there are divine whispers behind every door. In
real life, religion of some sort is unavoidable. This from French philosopher Chantel Delsol.

•

Like Jonah, we are in the belly of the whale. This is one of Richard Rohr’s preferred namings. Inside our contemporary
doubt and confusion, God is taking us through a darkness to where we need to be.

•

Christian vision in the West is the residue of a former seeing, before suffering a detached retina. This from Walter
Kasper. His idea: if someone is born blind, he will not have visual images of outside objects inside of him. However, if
someone goes blind sometime in life, he will retain the images of what he once saw, even though he is no longer
seeing them. As Christians, we are living too much off past images, and no longer seeing directly with the eyes of faith.

•

We need “The Benedict Option”. This from Rod Dreher. Heavily secularized culture is asphyxiating our faith. What’s
needed to save and nurture it is the “Benedict option”. Like the great monastic founder, St. Benedict, those of us with a
committed faith need to pull away from a culture that is eroding our faith and live out our faith in a “monastic” way,
namely by withdrawing and building new kinds of “monasteries” within which to live out our faith and raise our children.
Eventually, as has happened before, the world will come to us seeking help and meaning.

Who’s right? What best names both our symptoms and our moment? There is something to digest in each of these images.
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of these lands on which we gather, the Yuggera and Turrbal peoples,
and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. We acknowledge the continued deep connection and relationship of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation.

The Feast of Nations
11.30 am for 12 noon start ~ Sunday 18th September
St Joseph’s Hall Corinda
Let’s celebrate our cultures and traditions together.
Bring a plate of your favourite traditional food to share.
Bring Your Family.
Bring Your Friends.

This weekend the Annual Catholic Campaign is held across the Archdiocese of Brisbane.
The campaign reaches out to care for those in our communities who need our care and support most, and I encourage you
to support it again this year.
The Annual Catholic Campaign reminds us that we are part of the larger Church. Our parishes work together to support vital
ministries and services. Funds raised will support ministries that directly impact this parish, such as:

training future priests,

caring for elderly priests when they become frail and unwell,

helping struggling families access a Catholic education and

caring for those suffering physically and emotionally in our local community.
When making your gift, please put your donation inside the envelope provided in your newsletter so it remains separate from
the parish collection. If you add your details to the envelope you will receive a tax receipt in the mail. If you are unable to
make a donation today, please take the envelope home with you and bring it back to Mass next weekend with your donation.
Over the past years, our parish has given generously and together we have made a lasting impact on the lives of so many
people in our community.
Thank you for your generosity and for making sure our Church is here to help in times of need.

The Annual Catholic Campaign: will be held at all Masses this weekend 20th & 21st August.
Blessings and Congratulations: to David and Leizl who baptise their son Charles within the 5.30pm Mass this weekend at St Joseph’s Church.
Welcome to the Christ the King School Community: who help us celebrate the 9.30am Mass at Christ the King
Church on Sunday morning. You are always most welcome. Please stay for a cuppa, cake and a chat after Mass.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word: There will be no Children’s Liturgy this weekend due to the Christ the King School
Sponsored Mass. The next Children’s Liturgy will be held next weekend at the 8am Mass on Sunday 28th August at St
Joseph’s Church. Then the following week at the 9.30am Mass at Christ the King Church on Sunday 4th September.
St Vincent de Paul: meets 8am Friday 26th August 2022 at the Parish Office. New members are always welcome.
Youth Group: Come and join us on Friday night 26th August at 6.30pm in St Joseph’s Hall Corinda. Held each Friday
night of the school term from 6.30pm to 8.30pm, including a light dinner. For all youth Year Six and above, and young adults.
Loving congratulation and best wishes: to Duy and Melodee who celebrate their Marriage next Saturday 27th
August. May God’s blessings be upon you both on your wedding day and always!
Parish Choir: The parish choir will be singing at the 5.30pm Mass next Saturday evening 27th August.
Next Weekend is Social Justice Sunday. The title of the 2022-2023 Social Justice Statement is Respect: Confronting
Violence and Abuse; it addresses the issue of domestic and family violence. A local launch will be hosted in Brisbane at St
James' Parish at Coorparoo (in St James' Hall) on Tuesday evening 23 August, starting at 7.30pm. Karyn Walsh from Micah
Projects will talk about the critical support they offer through the Brisbane Domestic Violence Service, a first port of call for
women and children experiencing or at risk from domestic and family violence. Please RSVP at cjpc@bne.catholic.net.au if
you wish to attend. The statement is available at www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au
Penance Information Night: for parents of children who wish to make the Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation)
this year. Children must be 10 years of age and have already celebrated the Sacraments of Confirmation and Communion.
Please come to a brief information evening on Wednesday 31st August at 6.30pm at Christ the King Church. For more
information please contact Melissa Lonergan at the parish office on sc.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting: 7.00pm Thursday 1st September at the Parish Office.
Liturgy Team Meeting: 10.00am Saturday 3rd September at the Parish Office.
Sausage Sizzle: at Christ the King Church after the 6.00pm Mass on Sunday 4th September.
We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Ron Atkins, Alan Carr, Bridie Carr, Beryl Clark, George Cole, June Denham,
Ian Douglas Coles, Maureen Doherty, Nash Giles, Carla Gill, Rachel Gillespie, Maureen Gleeson, Bob Healy, Myrna Healy,
Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Mark Inman, Maureen Inman, Anthony Leo, Fr Frank Lourigan, Gordon McCormack, Neil McCormack,
Jack McLaughlin, Colin McLeod, Geraldine McLeod, Margaret Mealey, Damien Mollard, Trish Mollard, Julene Montgomery, Adam
Morrison, Monica Morrison, Val O’Brien, Jan O’Donoghue, Jimmy O’Keefe, Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Genevieve Parer, Shelly
Parer, Glenda Penna, Dawn Punter, Megan Riddle, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Mary Shand, Tony Stark, Sr Cyprian Thureson
pbvm, Pauline Thureson, Fr Ho Tran SVD, Geoffrey Trenear, Thao Trinh, Sue Venderley, Paul Vickers, Rebecca Wallace, Nick
Willemsen.
We pray for all who are suffering from Covid19. We remember and pray for all our parishioners living in aged care.
May the recently deceased rest in peace: Michael Hefford, Fr Francis Ly Van Ca, and for all those who have died from Covid19
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Margaret Hanley, Owen O’Donoghue, Chris Carvalho, Sheila
Williams, Vic Mednis, Doreen Ross, Patricia Fogarty, Ed Fanton, Peter Boileau, Ken Cuthbert, Joan Shapland, Veronica Plunkett,
Sharon Daniels, John Kalinowski, John Burgess, Patrick McCarthy, Peter, Maria, Anna, Peter

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES

WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Wednesday 9.00 am
Thursday 9.00 am
Friday
9.30 am

St Joseph’s - Mass
St Joseph’s - Mass
Christ the King - Mass

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
"PSALM 117: GO OUT TO ALL THE WORLD"
Refrain: Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.

SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday
Sunday

5.30
8.00
9.30
6.00

pm
am
am
pm

St Joseph’s
St Joseph’s
Christ the King
Christ the King

COMMUNION: “ONE BREAD, ONE BODY”
Refrain: One bread, one body, one Lord of all,
One cup of blessing which we bless.
And we, though many, throughout the earth,
We are one body in this one Lord.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday

4.30 pm – 5.00 pm St Joseph’s
Other times by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated
by appointment on the following Sundays of the month
2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King
All enquiries to the Parish Office

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may pray daily the Liturgical Prayer of the Church)

TWENTY-FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
SUN, 21 AUG
21st SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Is 66:18-21; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13; Lk 13:22-30
MON, 22 AUG
The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
- Memorial

2 Thess 1:1-5, 11-12; Mt 23:13-22
TUE, 23 AUG
WED, 24 AUG
THU, 25 AUG

FRI, 26 AUG
SAT, 27 AUG

(Alt. Is 9:1-6; Lk 1:26-38)
St Rose of Lima, virgin, patron saint of the Americas
and Philippines - Optional Memorial

2 Thess 2:1-3, 14-17; Mt 23:23-26
St Bartholomew, apostle - Feast
Rev 21:9-14; Jn 1:45-51
St Louis of France, patron saint of the Secular

Franciscan Order - Optional Memorial
St Joseph Calasanz, priest - Optional Memorial

1 Cor 1:1-9; Mt 24:42-51
1 Cor 1:17-25; Mt 25:1-13
St Monica, mother of St Augustine of Hippo - Memorial
1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 25:14-30
(Alt. Sirach 26:1-4, 13-16; Lk 7:11-17)

TWENTY-SECOND WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
SUN, 28 AUG
22nd SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29; Heb 12:8-19, 22-24;
Lk 14:1, 7-14
(Social Justice Sunday)

HYMN AFTER COMMUNION: 9.30am Sunday Morning
“DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME”
1. We gather all to hear Your Word,
Like Jesus showed us.
We learn to follow in Your way,
Like Jesus showed us.
Refrain: Do this, do this, do this in memory of me,
Do this, do this, do this in memory of me.
2. We break this bread for all to share,
Like Jesus showed us.
The bread of life to nourish us,
Like Jesus showed us.
3. We share this cup of wine for all,
Like Jesus showed us.
We celebrate God’s greatest gift,
Like Jesus showed us.
4. We are one body we are one,
Like Jesus showed us.
Together as one we celebrate,
Like Jesus showed us.
SENDING FORTH: 9.30am Sunday Morning
"GO MAKE A DIFFERENCE"
Refrain: Go make a diff'rence. We can make a diff'rence.
Go make a diff'rence in the world.
Go make a diff'rence. We can make a diff'rence.
Go make a diff'rence in the world.
1. We are the salt in the earth, called to let the people see
The love of God in you and me.
We are the light of the world, not to be hidden, but be seen.
Go make a diff'rence in the world.

Final Reunion of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart College
Corinda Ex-Students
Sunday 11th September 2022
2. We are the hands of Christ, reaching out to those in need,
Westside HQ
The face of God for all to see.
(Sherwood Services Club)
We are the spirit of hope; we are the voice of peace.
Clewley Street, Corinda
Go make a diff'rence in the world.
10.30am for an 11.00am start
$30.00 per person
3. So let your love shine on, let it shine for all to see.
(sandwiches, hot savouries, scones, sweet treats, tea, coffee)
Go make a diff'rence in the world.
For bookings contact Marian Arthur 3855 1363
And the spirit of Christ will be with us as we go.
or email Marian at vinmar.40@bigond.com
Go make a diff'rence in the world.
It is 50 years since OLSH College Corinda closed at the
end of 1972. Sadly the Ex-Students Association will be COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEGMENTS
ceasing. All associated with the College are invited to "Psalm 117: Go Out to All the World" Text: Psalm 116 (117), The English translation of Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL.
attend this final gathering.
Tune: Colin Smith, © 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing Refrain trans.
menALIVE Weekend: an opportunity for men to explore
what makes men feel fully alive. The experience of the weekend is powerful and dynamic and many men are inspired and
encouraged with a new sense of purpose and mission. The
weekend is organised by men in our local community and
conducted by an experienced team of menALIVE leaders. It is
suitable for all men from 18 years of age. Held on Saturday
15th & Sunday 16th October, 2022 at St Joseph's School
Hall, Clewley Street, Corinda. Saturday: 8am - 9pm and
Sunday: 8.00am Mass then till 1.15 pm. For info contact Col
Ahern 0401 324 469 or at colin.ahern@menalive.org.au or
Paul Sage 0407 744 790 or Harvey Kramer 0467 871 706
18 Clewley St, Corinda Qld 4075

“One Bread, One Body” Text: Based on 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 12:4, 12-13, 20; Galatians 3:28;
Ephesians 4:4-6; The Didache 9. Text and tune: John B. Foley, SJ, © 1978, John B. Foley, SJ,
and OCP Publications.
“Do This In Memory Of Me” Words and Music © 2000 John Burland/John Jacobs
“Go Make a Difference” Based on Matthew 5:13-16. Text and Music: Steve Angrisano and
Thomas Tomaszek; © 1997, Steve Angrisano and Thomas N. Tomaszek. Published by Spirit &
Song, a division of Oregon Catholic Press.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-640186.

Catholic Mission is Hiring!
DIOCESAN DIRECTOR | Full-time | Permanent
For the Archdiocese of Brisbane and the Diocese of Toowoomba
See https://www.catholicmission.org.au/jobs-at-catholic-mission
for the Advertisement and the Position Description.
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