
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

10th / 11th DECEMBER 2022 

 

 

The Pastor’s Pen….   
 

John the Baptist from the darkness of King Herod’s prison began to have doubts 
about Jesus being the Messiah/Christ. This was understandable because John was 
cut off from what Jesus had been doing and saying. In response to John’s                                               
messengers, Jesus pointed to the signs and works he had been doing, all of which 
were foretold in the writings of the Prophet Isaiah. His works were those of God’s 
mercy and compassion heralding the advent arrival of God’s kingdom. 
 

The Third Advent Sunday is known as ‘Gaudete’ or Rejoice Sunday, marked by the 
pink or rose coloured candle. John could rejoice even in prison that Jesus was the 
longed for Messiah doing God’s work. We, too, can rejoice in God’s mercy today and 
as Fr. Ron Rolheiser OMI writes below, also be sure to do our best to welcome and 
pass on the Lord’s unconditional love and mercy, not trapping or limiting God’s grace 
by our own fears, rules or personal standards, for mercy brings healing and rejoicing, 
true signs of God’s reign. 
 

Shortly after ordination, doing replacement work in a parish, I found myself in a              
rectory with a saintly old priest. He was over eighty, nearly blind, but widely sought 
out and respected, especially as a confessor. One night, alone with him, I asked him 
this question: “If you had your priesthood to live over again, would you do anything 
differently?” From a man so full of integrity, I fully expected that there would be no 
regrets. His answer surprised me. Yes, he said, he did have a regret, a major one: “If 
I had my priesthood to do over again, I would be easier on people the next time. I 
wouldn’t be so stingy with God’s mercy, with the sacraments, and with forgiveness. 
You see what was drilled into me in my formation was the phrase, The truth will set 
you free, and I believed that it was my responsibility to challenge people to protect 
that. That’s good, but I fear I’ve been too hard on people. They have pain enough in 
their lives without me and the Church laying further burdens on them. I should have 
risked more God’s mercy!” 
 

I was struck by this because less than a year before, as I took my final exams in the 
seminary, one of the priests who examined me, gave me this warning: “Be careful,” 
he said, “never let your feelings get in the way of truth and be too soft, that’s wrong. 
Remember, tough as it is, only the truth sets people free!” Sound advice, it would 
seem, for a young priest beginning his ministry. 
 

However, as every year goes by in my own ministry, I feel more inclined to the old 
priest’s advice. We need to risk more God’s mercy. Admittedly, the importance of 
truth may never be ignored, but we must risk letting the infinite, unbounded,                     
unconditional, undeserved mercy of God flow freely. The mercy of God is as                      
accessible as the nearest water tap and we, like Isaiah, must proclaim a mercy that 
has no price tag: “Come, come without money and without virtue, come everyone, 
drink freely of God’s mercy!” 
 

What holds us back? Why are we so hesitant in proclaiming God’s inexhaustible, 
prodigal, indiscriminate mercy? 

 

Partly our motives are good, noble even. We have a legitimate concern over some 
important things: truth, justice, orthodoxy, morality, proper public form, proper                   
sacramental preparation, fear of scandal, and concern for the ecclesial community 
that needs to absorb and carry the effects of sin.  
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Mass for Forgiveness of Sins 

 

7.00pm Tuesday 13th December  
 

St Joseph’s Church Corinda 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES     
 

4.00pm St Joseph’s, Christmas Eve Saturday 24/12/22  
 

6.00 pm St Joseph’s, Christmas Eve Saturday 24/12/22 

 

8.00am St Joseph’s, Christmas Day Sunday 25/12/22 
 

9.30am Christ the King, Christmas Day Sunday 25/12/22 

Parish Priest 

Fr Mark Percival 
corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au 

 

Parish Office Manager                            
Michael Doherty 

corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Parish Visitor                                            
Malia Mar 
pv.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au 

 

Sacramental Co-ordinator 
Melissa Lonergan 
sc.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au 

 

Local Safeguarding Representative 

Veronica Maladina 

lsr.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au 

 

 

 

Parish Office Assistant                           
Margaret Bailey  
corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

 

Workplace Health & Safety Officer 
whs.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Parish Office                                                     

18 Clewley St, Corinda, Qld 4075 

Hours: 9:00am-3:00pm (Mon-Fri) 

Ph: (07) 3362 8777 

E:  corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au 

W: www.corindagracevilleparish.org.au 

Facebook: Corinda Graceville Catholic 

Parish 

 

St Joseph’s Church                                        
Oxley Rd & Martindale St, Corinda 

 

Christ the King Church                          
Churchill St, Graceville 

 

St Joseph’s School                                        
28 Clewley St, Corinda 

Principal: Kim Davis 

Ph: (07) 3379 6937 

E:  pcorinda@bne.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.stjoseph.qld.edu.au 

 

Christ the King School                                      
7 Randolph St, Graceville 

Principal: Damien Sullivan 

Ph: (07) 3379 7872 

E:  pgraceville@bne.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.ctk.qld.edu.au 

 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd                            
19 Randolph St, Graceville                       
Director: Anne Delsorte   

Ph: (07) 3379 8635  
 

Outside School Hours Care Corinda                             
Director: Amanda Rochester 

Ph:(07) 3278 5606 

 

Outside School Hours Care Graceville                             
Director: Sara Damroudi  

Ph:(07) 3367 6300 

 

Julia Cumming Community Child Care 
12 Addison Rd, Graceville                       
Director: Janice Cowan 

Ph : (07) 3379 3069   
 

Brisbane West Deanery 

E:  bwdeanery@bne.catholic.net.au 

W: www.brisbanewestdeanery.com.au 



The Pastor’s Pen continued ….   
 

Love needs always to be tempered by truth, even as truth must be moderated by love. However, sometimes our motives are 
less noble and our hesitancy arises out of timidity, fear, jealousy, and legalism – the self-righteousness of the Pharisees or 
the hidden jealousy of the older brother of the prodigal son. No cheap grace is to be dispensed on our watch! 
 

Nevertheless, in doing this, we are misguided, less than good shepherds, out of tune with the God that Jesus proclaimed. 
God’s mercy, as Jesus revealed it, embraces indiscriminately, the bad along with the good, the undeserving with the          
deserving, the uninitiated with the initiated. One of the truly startling insights that Jesus gave us is that the mercy of God   
cannot not go out to everyone because it is always free, undeserved, unconditional, universal in embrace, reaching beyond 
all religion, custom, rubric, political correctness, mandatory program, ideology, and even beyond sin itself. 
 

For our part then, especially those of us who are parents, ministers, teachers, catechists, and elders, we must risk         
proclaiming the prodigal character of God’s mercy. We must not spend God’s mercy, as if it were ours to spend, dole out 
God’s forgiveness as if it were a limited commodity, put conditions on God’s love as if God were a narrow tyrant or a political 
ideology, or cut off cut access to God as if we were the keepers of the heavenly gates. We are not! If we link God’s mercy to 
our own assessment of things, we then link it to our own limits, wounds, and biases. 
 

It is interesting to note in the gospels how the apostles, well-meaning of course, often tried to keep certain people away from 
Jesus, as if they weren’t worthy and were somehow an affront to his holiness and purity. Repeatedly, they tried to send away 
children, prostitutes, tax collectors, known sinners, and the uninitiated of all kinds and always Jesus over-ruled their attempts 
with words to this effect: “Let them come! I want them to come to me.” 
 

Little has changed. Always in the Church, we, well-intentioned persons, with the same motives as the apostles, keep trying to 
keep certain individuals and groups away from God’s mercy as it is available in word, sacrament, and community. God 
doesn’t need (nor want) our protection. Jesus wanted every kind of person to come to him then and he wants them to come 
to him now. God wants everyone, regardless of morality, orthodoxy, lack of preparation, age, or culture, to come to the         
unlimited waters of divine mercy. Fr. Ron Rolheiser OMI  
 

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.  
 

Special Advent Appeal for the people of Ukraine: Australia’s bishops are encouraging 
Catholics to respond to the call from the head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia to 
provide financial support to people in the war-torn nation as winter arrives. 
 

Bishop Mykola Bychok CSsR gave an update on the situation in Ukraine during the plenary 
meeting of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference in November. He thanked the bishops 
for praying – and inviting their communities to pray – for Ukraine, and asked them to renew 
those prayers. 
 

He also requested that bishops hold a special collection to “support refugees and people in 
Ukraine during this winter, which will be the most challenging for our country for decades of  
independence”. 
 

The bishops gave strong support to that proposal, and are encouraging dioceses, eparchies, 
parishes, schools and other ministries to facilitate a special collection during Advent for 
Ukraine. “Mindful of the busyness of this pre-Christmas period, communities are invited to find a 
day, a weekend or some other moment or moments to focus on the people of Ukraine,” said 
Bishops Conference president Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB. 
 

“It should also be a time to again place the Prayer for Peace in Ukraine that the Bishops             
Conference composed in February in our minds and in our hearts.” 
 

In response to this call the parish will be conducting s special retiring collection after all 
Masses next weekend on the Fourth Sunday of Advent. Please help support the people 
of Ukraine as they enter into the winter season.  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of these lands on which we gather, the Yuggera and Turrbal peoples, and pay our respects 
to their Elders past, present and emerging. We acknowledge the continued deep connection and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

Thanks to everyone who has donated to our  Chr istmas appeal; if you haven’t got round to it yet 
we are happy to receive  donations at any time, as the needs of our companions are ongoing.  
 

We will be delivering almost 50 hampers on the 18th December after the 8.00am Mass. Please come 
to the entrance to the Parish Office nearest the columbarium if you are able to assist by taking one or 
two hampers. Many hands make light work. There is nothing like seeing the delight of families and 
singles whose lives you are helping to brighten, and realising that you have brought Christmas joy into 
their lives.   
 

If you took a card to buy a gift for a child, and have forgotten to return it this weekend, could 
you please drop it to the Parish Office by the morning of Wednesday the 14th December. If you can’t 
make it there during work hours, please ring Marnie on 0427 656 897 to arrange a time to drop it off to 
her home in Clewley Street.   

 



Advent Mass for Forgiveness of Sins: 7.00pm Tuesday 13th December at St Joseph’s Church. 
Prepare the way of the Lord in your own life this Advent by celebrating together with your parish                  
community at this special Mass of Forgiveness. A time to reflect, pray, celebrate and seek forgiveness 
as we journey through the hopeful Season of Advent towards the joy of Christmas.  
 

Rest In Peace: the Funeral Mass for Vivienne Benjamin will be celebrated at 11am on Thursday 15th December at          
St Joseph’s Church Corinda. The sympathy, prayers and support of the parish community are offered to Gerard, Christine,   
Leonie, Laurence, Elisabeth and their families at this time. On the day of Baptism Vivienne was clothed in Christ. With deep 
faith she lived out her Christian life. May Christ now enfold her in love and bring her to eternal life. 
 

St Vincent de Paul: meets 8am Friday 16th December at the Parish Office. New members always welcome. 
 

Open Music Group: Our next Open Music Group will be held at the 6.00pm Mass on Sunday 18 December. If you 
would like to be part of the group, please come to a practice at Christ the King Church at 5.00pm on the day. Contact Ian 
Larter 0414 811 782 for further details. 
 

Parish Choir rehearsal for Christmas Mass: 7pm to 8.30pm Thursday 22nd December at St Joseph’s Church.  
 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD GRACEVILLE ATRIUM: We are now closed for the Christmas break.            
Sessions for the children will reopen on Tuesday February 7th. Please do not hesitate to email me if you wish to enrol your 
children as several groups are close to being full. Our biggest need for next year will be finding extra catechists and         
assistants so if you feel the call from the Lord to come along and assist please contact me asap. I look forward to hearing 
from you at delsorte@bigpond.net.au Thank you Anne Delsorte  
 

Parish Liturgy Team Report: The Parish Liturgy Team met on Saturday 3 December. Key discussion items at the 
meeting included: 

• Reflection on recent liturgies, including Our Lord Jesus Christ King of the Universe, and school end of year Masses. 

• Planning for our upcoming liturgies, including arrangements for Advent, Christmas, Mary the Holy Mother of God               
(1 January), Australia Day (26 January), Word of God Sunday (5 February), and Ash Wednesday (22 February). 

• Looking for musicians and singers for some of the Christmas Masses. 
 

Appointments: Archbishop Mark Coleridge has made the following appointments: Fr Harry Chan OFM - Administrator 
of St Therese and St Anthony’s Parish Kedron; Fr John Hong Xuan Nguyen - Associate Pastor of Guardian Angels Parish 
Southport; Fr Raju Kanjirathinal Joseph CMI - Parish Priest of All Saint’s Parish Boonah; Fr Stephen Camiolo - Chaplain of 
the Princess Alexandra Hospital and St Vincent’s Hospital and Care Services, Kangaroo Point and Priest in Residence at St 
Luke’s Parish Buranda; Fr Stephen Bliss OFM - Dean of the South Country Deanery; Fr Adrian Sharp - Dean of Brisbane 
South Deanery; Fr Marce Singson - sacramental ministry within the Gold Coast Deanery; Fr Francisco Evangelista -                
Chaplain to the Brazilian Community and Associate Pastor to Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Sunnybank; Deacon Andrew  
O’Brien - Pastoral Director of St Sebastian’s Parish Yeronga; Deacon Minje Kim - diaconal ministry at St Joseph and St            
Anthony Parish Bracken Ridge Bald Hills; Deacon Gerard Lai - diaconal ministry at Star of the Sea Parish Cleveland; Deacon 
Isaac Falzon - diaconal ministry at Stella Maris Parish Maroochydore; Deacon Clinton McGoldrick - diaconal ministry within 
the Military Ordinariate.   
 

Sr Kari Hatherell osu has been appointed Provincial of the Australian Ursulines. I thank Sr Kari for her contribution as        
Pastoral Advisor to me and the Episcopal Offices as well as her liturgical leadership at the Cathedral and her extensive        
ministry across the Archdiocese for many years. 
 

Fr Josekutty Vadakkel CMI will return to India after Easter 2023 after twelve years of service in the Archdiocese in line with 
our agreement with the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate.  
 

Fr Mario Debattista OFM will return to South Sudan early in the new year at the request of the Minister General of his Order. 
Fr Mario has been a fine presence in the Archdiocese where he has served as Parish Priest of Kedron and chaplain to the 
University of Queensland. We wish him every blessing as he returns to the very challenging mission where he worked for 
some years before return to his native Brisbane.  
 

I am grateful for the generosity of all who have said yes to the call, and I pray that the God of peace will richly bless them as 
they look to their new mission.   As always in the Lord, Archbishop Mark Coleridge. 

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Ron Atkins, Alan Carr, Bridie Carr, Beryl Clark, Lyn Crowley, June Denham, 
Maureen Doherty, Nash Giles, Rachel Gillespie, Maureen Gleeson, Bob Healy, Myrna Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Mark          
Inman, Maureen Inman, Fr Frank Lourigan, Jack McLaughlin, Margaret Mealey, Damien Mollard, Julene Montgomery, Adam           
Morrison, Monica Morrison, Val O’Brien, Jan O’Donoghue, Jimmy O’Keefe, Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Genevieve Parer, Shelly 
Parer, Glenda Penna, Clive Punter, Dawn Punter, Luke Reed, Megan Riddle, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Sr Cyprian Thureson 
pbvm, Pauline Thureson, Thao Trinh, Sue Venderley, Paul Vickers, Rebecca Wallace, Nick Willemsen.  
We pray for all who are suffering from Covid19.  We remember and pray for all our parishioners living in aged care.  
 

May the recently deceased rest in peace: Misty Cath, Christian Cath, Lily Cath, Mary Shand, Vivienne Benjamin, Audrey Enright, 
St Theresa Coleman olsh, Fr Dennis Riley, Geoff Barlow, Michael Powell, Michael Maloney, Jean Thiessard, Fr Mike Champlin OP 

 

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Patrick McKenna, Maria Hoang Thi Hanh, Joan Geeling, Carmel 
See, Joyce O’Brien, Dawn Thorpe, Jenny Marshall, Colin Doherty, Keith Shand, Shirley Dobson, John McNamara 
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WEEKDAY LITURGIES 

Tuesday   7.00pm   St Joseph’s Mass for Forgiveness of Sins 

Wednesday 9.00 am  St Joseph’s - Mass 

Thursday  9.00 am St Joseph’s - Mass 

Friday 9.30 am Christ the King - Mass 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday 5.30 pm St Joseph’s 

Sunday 8.00 am St Joseph’s 
 9.30 am Christ the King 
 6.00 pm Christ the King 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday 4.30 pm – 5.00 pm St Joseph’s 

Other times by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated  

by appointment on the following Sundays of the month 

2nd Sunday  11.00 am St Joseph’s 
4th Sunday  11.00 am Christ the King 

All enquiries to the Parish Office 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR  
(Printed so that users may pray daily the Liturgical Prayer of the Church) 

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT 

SUN, 11 DEC THIRD SUNDAY of ADVENT 
Is 35:1-6, 10; James 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 

MON, 12 DEC Our Lady of Guadalupe, patron saint of The Americas 
and Mexico - Optional Memorial 
Num 24:2-7, 15-17; Mt 21:23-27 

TUE, 13 DEC St Lucy, virgin, martyr, patron saint of the blind and 
eye disorders - Memorial 
Zeph 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32 
(Alt. 2 Cor 10:17 - 11:2; Mt 25:1-13) 

WED, 14 DEC St John of the Cross, priest, doctor of the church, 
patron saint of mystics - Memorial 
Is 45:6-8, 18, 21-26; Lk 7:19-23 
(Alt. 1 Cor 2:1-10; Lk 14:25-33) 

THU, 15 DEC Is 54:1-10; Lk 7:24-30 

FRI, 16 DEC Is 56:1-3, 6-8; Jn 5:33-36 

SAT, 17 DEC Gen 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17 
Commencement of the Christmas Novena 
FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 

SUN, 18 DEC FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT 
Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

 

Archdiocesan Centre for Catholic Formation  
Catholic Foundations module1: Catholic Theology in Context: 
The Archdiocesan Centre for Catholic Formation’s four core 
modules entitled “Catholic Foundations” are designed to 
draw Catholics into the fullness of the Catholic life and                  
provide formation for those considering ministry roles. The 
experience will engage both the head and the heart, so           
participants grow in knowledge and the lived experience of 
Catholic faith. Each module includes 10 sessions supported 
with individual reflection and a certificate awarded for                
completion. The modules will be spread across four           
semesters in 2023 and 2024 and cover theology, scripture,                  
sacraments and mission. The first module, Catholic Theology 
in Context, led by Shane Dwyer (Evangelisation Brisbane 
Associate Director, Adult Formation) will commence on            
Monday night 20 February 2023 at Xavier Hall, Holy Spirit 
Seminary. To find out more, head to catholicformation.au  
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HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES 

GATHERING: “O EMMANUEL” 

Refrain: O Emmanuel come into our hearts 

O Emmanuel we’re waiting for your light. 
O Emmanuel God is with us now. 
O Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 

1. We your people are waiting for you, Lord, 
waiting all throughout the earth. 
We your people are waiting for you, Lord, 
waiting to celebrate your birth.      

3. We your people are ready for you, Lord, 
ready to change and repent. 
We your people are ready for you, Lord, 
ready for you to come again.     

 
PENITENTIAL ACT: " THE CONFITEOR"  

I confess to almighty God 

and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 

[And, striking their breast, they say:] 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 

[Then they continue:] 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  
"PSALM 146: LORD, COME AND SAVE US" 

 

 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS: " EVERY VALLEY"  

Refrain: Ev'ry valley shall be exalted 

and ev'ry hill made low. 
And all God's people shall see together 
the glory of the Lord. 

1. A voice cries out in the wilderness: 
"Prepare the way for the Lord. 
Make straight in the desert a highway, 
a highway for our God."       

2. Comfort all my people; the time for war is gone. 
The blind shall see; the deaf shall hear; 
the lame shall leap for joy.     

 
SENDING FORTH:  
"YOUR LIGHT WILL COME, JERUSALEM" 

Refrain: Your light will come, Jerusalem; 
for on you will dawn the glory of the Lord, 
and all nations will walk in your light, 
alleluia, alleluia. 

1. Christ is the light of the world, a light dispelling the darkness. 
May we, his body, reflect that holy light.    

2. His light is mercy and peace, a peace surpassing all telling. 
May we, his body, be instruments of peace.   

 

St James’ College, Spring Hill is pleased to announce a Catholic Coeducational Middle School option for  students in Year  5 and 
Year 6 from 2023. As a progressive multicultural college in the tradition of Edmund Rice, families can now enjoy Catholic coeducation 
primary school learning with high school opportunities in inner-city Brisbane, providing more resources, support, and options. Bursaries 
available. Expressions of Interest to Maria Young, at MYoung@stjamescollege.qld.edu.au or 3230 8600. Visit www.jta.link/SJC56  


