
 

 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

 

7th / 8th JANUARY 2023 

 

The Pastor’s Pen….   
 

Christ was the King of the Jews, but he wasn’t given just for one people or religion 
alone. The Magi came to him from lands to the East of Israel. They were wise men 
who saw in the shining star a portent of an important birth and an invitation to follow 
the star’s light until they found and could pay their homage to this new born ruler. 
Their journey took them across deserts, through oases, wastelands, strange towns 
and cities, until they arrived at Jerusalem and the court of King Herod the great.  
 

The Magi weren’t Jewish by 
birth or by faith, rather being 
pagan men and foreigners 
who observed the night skies, 
something more akin to our 
astronomers and cosmologists. 
Nevertheless, they read the 
signs right and at great             
expense, with  difficulties and 
dangers at every turn,                 
followed the light given to 
them by God with both their 
faith and fidelity.  
 

King Herod was threatened by what they told him of this new King born in his land. 
He wanted them to return to him after completing their mission in order to get them 
to spill the beans on exactly where this king was found and who he was. Herod’s aim 
was to kill off this ‘child king’ thereby ending a threat to his power and prestige. A 
dream, once again rightly interpreted by the Magi, led them back home by a route 
that saved them from Herod’s trap and plan. In the end St. Matthew sadly tells us 
that Herod sent his soldiers to Bethlehem to kill off all the young male children, but 
by then Joseph had taken Mary and Jesus to safety in Egypt as exiles and refugees 
where they stayed until this King Herod the great had died, hence possibly for a  
couple of years. After this exile was over they travelled North to settle safely at            
Nazareth in Galilee, far away from Jerusalem with it’s politics and power plays. 
 

This Solemnity is about God’s invitation to all people of good will to use whatever 
resources and ‘lights’ they have in order to find their way to God, to the truth and to 
the light of God’s saving grace. God manifests this invitation to people of every race, 
culture and way of life, an epiphany of goodness, mercy and kindness for all people 
who have good will and who are seeking the light of what is right, just and true. 
 

Historically speaking, being human and one of us, Jesus Christ had to be born to 
particular people in a particular culture and place, as he was to Mary and Joseph in 
First Century Israel during the height of the Roman Empire. However, as this               
weekend’s Solemnity proclaims, he came to open the minds, hearts and souls of 
everyone, which is what God continues to desire and to do by whatever means                 
possible. The wise Magi were the first of these seekers to visit him and give him their 
worship and allegiance. Millions more have travelled this path over the last 2000 
years. 
 

Our role is to help in spreading and sharing the Lord’s light, his message of love and 
salvation, by our words, deeds and through our way of daily living. We are blessed to 
meet him, greet him and take him and his life into ourselves, all in order that we can 
then live in him, not just for ourselves but for the salvation of the world and of all its 
peoples. This is the practical meaning of the Epiphany, for us and for all who want 
light in their lives. 
————————————————————————————————————— 

 

As our Christmas Season ends this Monday with the Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord, with Ordinary Time commencing for some weeks until Ash Wednesday on 
22/2/23,  I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone in our Parish community 
for your help in every way over this Advent Season and Christmas time. It’s a big 
effort at what is culturally a very busy time, made possible and bearable by many 
hands, hearts, minds and prayers all working and worshipping together. I also want 
to thank every person who showed me thoughtfulness in words, prayers, cards, gifts 
and greetings during this joyful season. Your kindness and generosity is always very 
much valued by me. Thank you. 
 

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP. 
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Parish Calendar: the Parish Calendar for 2023 is printed and ready for collection. Please pick up a copy for your 
household, available at the entrances of the churches now! 

 

Open Music Group: Our next Open Music Group will be held at the 6.00pm Mass on Sunday 15 January. If 
you would like to be part of the group, please come to a practice at Christ the King Church at 5.00pm on the day. 
Contact Ian Larter 0414 811 782 for further details. 
 

St Vincent de Paul meeting: the first meeting for 2023 will be held at 8am on Friday 13th January in the Parish Office 
at Corinda. Vinnies always welcomes new members to assist in their good works.  

 

Australia Day Mass: Celebrate Australia Day with the parish community at a special Mass at St Joseph's 
Church at 9am on Thursday 26th January, to be followed by morning tea.  
 

Thank you: to all who prayed for Rachel Gillespie during the last seven months. Rachel is my grand-

daughter and was diagnosed with bowel cancer when her fourth child was a month old. She was operated on and 
endured fortnightly chemotherapy treatment since then. Her final treatment has shown a clear result. We thank 
God and believe that it is through the power of prayer that she has been spared. Leonie Gauld 

 

Ministers Gathering: As we commence 2023 we extend an invitation to our Ministers of the Word, Extraordinary   
Ministers of Communion and our Mass Coordinators to come together for short time of formation, sharing and renewal on 
Saturday morning 11th February at 10am in St Joseph’s Church. Please pop this date in your diaries and we will be in touch 
with more information soon.   
 

Ministries around our churches: There are many parishioners involved in many ministries to help make our liturgies 
alive and prayerful. But we can always do with more help. Some ministries are “behind the scenes” and others take place 
during our worship. If you wish to be involved in anyway in any ministry please contact the parish office, or speak to Malia at 
Mass. Ministries that you can get involved with include: 
♦ Church environment: preparing floral arrangements, banners and church decorations, washing and ironing church  

linen and other cleaning duties 

♦ Music ministry: organists, pianists, guitarists, or other instrumentalists, cantors, choir members or other small group 
singers  

♦ Mass ministries: Welcomers at the entrances of the churches, Ministers of the Word, Ministers of the Eucharist, Mass 
Coordinators (who open up the churches and set up for Mass and lock up afterwards), and those who set up and             
assist at Funerals 

♦ Children’s Liturgy: leaders and helpers 

♦ Hospitality: after weekend Masses, for special occasions and Funeral Hospitality 

♦ Communion to Nursing home residents 

♦ Watering the gardens at St Joseph’s Church 

 

The Archdiocese of Brisbane has standards of conduct for employees and volunteers to maintain a safe and healthy environment. Our 
commitment to these standards requires that we conduct background referencing for all persons who will engage in direct and regular 
involvement with children, young  people and/or vulnerable adults.      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the lands on which we gather, the Yuggera peoples and Turrbal peoples, and pay our 
respects to their Elders past, present and  emerging. We acknowledge the continuing and deep connection of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country, its land, waters and culture. 

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Ron Atkins, Alan Carr, Bridie Carr, Beryl Clark, Lyn Crowley, June Denham, 
Maureen Doherty, Bob Fechner, Nash Giles, Maureen Gleeson, Bob Healy, Myrna Healy, Clare Hickey, Ned Hiller, Greg Hunt, 
Mark Inman, Maureen Inman, Fr Frank Lourigan, Jack McLaughlin, Margaret Mealey, Damien Mollard, Julene Montgomery, Adam 
Morrison, Monica Morrison, Val O’Brien, Jan O’Donoghue, Jimmy O’Keefe, Taavi Orupold, Emma Parer, Genevieve Parer, Shelly 
Parer, Glenda Penna, Clive Punter, Dawn Punter, Luke Reed, Megan Riddle, Sr Bernadetta Robinson olsh, Sr Cyprian Thureson 
pbvm, Pauline Thureson, Thao Trinh, Sue Venderley, Paul Vickers, Rebecca Wallace, Nick Willemsen.  
We pray for all who are suffering from Covid19.  We remember and pray for all our parishioners living in aged care.  
 

May the recently deceased rest in peace: Pope Benedict XVI, Sr Catherine Mary Crocker olsh, Ruth Mudge, John McKeon 

 

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Evelyn Dangerfield, Concetta Bambino, Bridget Carmody, Patricia 
Fitz-Walter, Giuseppe Danieli, Bill McMullan, Murray Pine, Helena Pine, George Davis, Ernie Thorpe, Brian Hauff, Rudy Della           
Piana, Neil Stafford, Noni Darch, Anna, Peter & Maria, Larry Gillespie, Dawn Gillespie, Anne Marie Deschamps, Mabel          
McLaughlin, John Brereton, George Brereton, Len Daniels, Agnes Thomas, Peg Armstrong, Peter Pitot, Flo Maher, Maurie Bauer, 
Robert Kirsopp, Matthew O’Dea, Des Kerwick, Dan Augustine, Joyce Faulkner, Allan Randall, Therese Do, Enid Esdale, Mary 
Campbell, Gerald O’Hanlon, Patrick McKenna, Maria Hoang Thi Hanh, Joan Geeling, Carmel See, Joyce O’Brien, James Hanley  



Pope Benedict XVI 
 

Pope Benedict, born Joseph Ratzinger, led the Church from April 2005 until February 2013, becoming the first Pope in         
centuries to resign. He had earlier served as head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, one of the Vatican’s 
most influential departments, for more than two decades. 
 

Pope Benedict died in Rome, last Saturday evening 31st December, Australian time. 
 

“From his time as an expert adviser – or peritus – at the Second Vatican Council onwards, there was no question that Joseph 
Ratzinger was a major figure within the Church around the world,” said Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB, president of the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. “His papacy will be remembered as one of rich teaching, including his encyclicals 
on love, hope and truth, as well as his book series Jesus of Nazareth, and for important reforms in areas like liturgy and in 
the handling of child sexual abuse.”  
 

Pope Benedict XVI will long be remembered fondly in Australia as the Pontiff who led young people from around the globe in 
prayer at World Youth Day in Sydney in 2008. Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP, the bishop who oversaw World Youth Day in 
2008, said Pope Benedict had been a key influence and someone with whom he became close. “I had the great privilege of 
spending some private moments with Pope Benedict, away from the spotlight,” Archbishop Fisher said. “They were moments 
I will forever cherish. He had a great intellect, which he shared through his work as a professor, a Church leader and          
ultimately as Pope. “He did not seek nor enjoy the spotlight, but he produced some magnificent works that have shaped and 
will continue to shape Catholic thought and Catholic life.” 
 

Archbishop Fisher said he was very grateful to spend some time with Pope Benedict during his visits to Rome. “Reminiscing 
about his time in Australia and learning from this gentle father figure was a real joy,” he said. 
 

For Pope Emeritus Benedict, who governed Christ’s Church with love and fidelity, and who devoutly exercised the ministry of 
priest and bishop, may Christ welcome him to the place prepared for him in the Father’s house. Amen 



 18 Clewley St, Corinda  Qld  4075    P  (07) 3362 8777       E  corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au 

Break Open the Word: This book is essential for the preparation of Ministers of the Word. If you have not picked up 
your copy there are still some available located near the picture of Mary MacKillop in each church or at the Parish office              
during the week. Please purchase a copy, at the subsidised price of $10.00 (Retail price is $29). Previous editions of Break 
Open the Word can be donated to Prison Ministry via the parish office. 
 

Youth Group for high school students and young adults: will commence on at 6.30pm on Friday 27th January at             
St Joseph’s Hall. Contact Malia at the parish office or at pv.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au if you require further             
information.  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: will recommence at the Sunday morning Masses from 29th January, alternating 
weekly between each church.   
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Graceville Atrium: Sessions for the children will reopen on Tuesday February 7th. 
Please do not hesitate to email Anne Delsorte if you wish to enrol your children as several groups are close to being full. Our 
biggest need for next year will be finding extra catechists and assistants so if you feel the call from the Lord to come along 
and assist please contact Anne as soon as possible at delsorte@bigpond.net.au  
 

The Archdiocesan Centre for Catholic Formation’s four core modules entitled “Catholic Foundations” are designed to 
draw Catholics into the fullness of the Catholic life and provide formation for those considering ministry roles. The experience 
will engage both the head and the heart, so participants grow in knowledge and the lived experience of Catholic faith. Each 
module includes ten sessions and will be spread across four semesters in 2023 and 2024 and cover theology, scripture,        
sacraments and mission. To find out more, head to catholicformation.au 

 

St James’ College, Spring Hill is pleased to announce a Catholic Coeducational Middle School option for students in 
Year 5 and Year 6 from 2023. As a progressive multicultural college in the tradition of Edmund Rice, families can now enjoy 
Catholic coeducation primary school learning with high school opportunities in inner-city Brisbane, providing more resources, 
support, and options. Bursaries available. Expressions of Interest to Maria Young, at MYoung@stjamescollege.qld.edu.au or 
3230 8600. Visit www.jta.link/SJC56  
  
 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 

Wednesday 9.00 am St Joseph’s - Mass 

Thursday  9.00 am St Joseph’s - Mass 

Friday 9.30 am Christ the King - Mass 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday 5.30 pm St Joseph’s 

Sunday 8.00 am St Joseph’s 
 9.30 am Christ the King 
 6.00 pm Christ the King 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday 4.30 pm – 5.00 pm St Joseph’s 

Other times by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated  

by appointment on the following Sundays of the month 

2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s 
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King 

All enquiries to the Parish Office 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR  
(Printed so that users may pray daily the Liturgical Prayer of the Church) 

CHRISTMAS TIME 

SUN, 8 JAN The EPIPHANY of the LORD - Solemnity 
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

MON, 9 JAN The BAPTISM of the LORD - Feast 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Mt 3:13-17 

FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 

TUE, 10 JAN Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28 
WED, 11 JAN Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39 

THU, 12 JAN Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45 

FRI, 13 JAN St Hilary of Poitiers, bishop, doctor of the church  
- Optional Memorial 
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12 

SAT, 14 JAN Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17 

SECOND WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 

SUN, 15 JAN 2nd SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 
  Is 49:3, 5-6; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34 

 

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  
"PSALM 72: LORD, EVERY NATION ON EARTH" 

 

 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS:  
"YOUR LIGHT WILL COME, JERUSALEM" 

Refrain: Your light will come, Jerusalem; 
for on you will dawn the glory of the Lord, 
and all nations will walk in your light, 
alleluia, alleluia. 

1. Christ is the light of the world,                                                                
a light dispelling the darkness. 
May we, his body, reflect that holy light.    

2. His light is mercy and peace,                                                                       
a peace surpassing all telling. 
May we, his body, be instruments of peace.    

3. His light is justice and truth,                                                             
and love which casts out all hatred. 
May we, his body, prepare the reign of God.    
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