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Fhe Faste’s Pen.... The Feast of the Lord’s Baptism takes us out of the

Christmas Season and initiates us into Ordinary Time which will continue until Ash
Wednesday the 5th March when the Season of Lent commences. Of note this year is
that Australian Day falls on a Sunday (26/1) as does the Feast of the Presentation of
the Lord (2/2) the following weekend.

Baptism evolved from Jewish ritual cleansing baths aimed at ridding people of impurity
and sin so that they could stand washed and pure before God. John the Baptist (the
Baptiser) took this ritual out of small select communities, making it available to all
people who wanted to purify themselves in preparation for the coming of the promised
and long awaited Messiah who he identified as the Lamb of God. John baptised Jesus
and the short record of this as given to us in St. Luke’s Gospel focuses on the down-
coming of the Holy Spirit upon him and the voice from heaven heard confirming Jesus
as God’s beloved and well pleasing Son.

After Pentecost and the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and Mary, the
preaching of the Good News of the Lord began in earnest. Quickly thousands came to
believe in the Lord and his way. These were baptised, as were entire households and
families. All of this is detailed in St. Luke’s second work, the Acts of the Apostles, and it
is further confirmed in the writings of early Christian believers, leaders and in St. Paul's
letters. Baptism came to be seen as purifying, a deep cleansing of old bad ways and at
the same time as a rebirth into Jesus Christ, his life, way and his new family and
community, meaning the believers, the Church.

Baptism is a gift to us from God, offered by means of the mediation / assistance of the
Church. Through it all sins are forgiven and a person is joined to Christ and so to his
body, his family of faith. It is a gift that not everyone receives, a gift given that like our
Christmas presents then has to be unwrapped, understood, be used and practiced. As
it turns out for many people, sadly, this gift isn’t even opened, let alone understood,
practiced or lived. These are simply the facts.

Here we happily offer the gift of Baptism and celebrate it well giving people enough
understanding and help to begin to unpack and apply with faith their union with Christ
and their membership of God’s family and Church. We celebrate God’s generosity,
offer our support but as we must, leave the response, the involvement with us and the
Gospel way to them and their choice.

Let’s rejoice this weekend in our own Baptismal gift, how it happened to us and how
we’ve come to understand, live and put it into practice. The gift of God’s generosity is
always first. How we can assist people in living this out as the children of God and as
our sisters and brothers in Jesus the Lord, is the ongoing challenge to which we all

must respond. Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.

THE JUBILEE YEAR OF 2025 - PILGRIMS OF HOPE: As a follow on from the letter
from Archbishop Mark Coleridge printed in the newsletter last weekend, over the
coming weeks we will provide some further insights into the Jubilee Year.

The Jubilee Logo represents four stylized figures to indicate

humanity from the four corners of the earth. They are m@%
embracing each other, to indicate the solidarity that must \jo‘”

unite people. The leader is clinging to the cross. It is the sign & [ )
not only of faith that embraces, but of hope that can never S eo

be abandoned because we always need it and especially in ’}
times of greatest need. The waves that are below indicate 1 ,

that the pilgrimage of life does not always move in calm —

waters. Often personal events and world events impose with &
greater intensity the call to hope. This is why the lower part PILGR\‘A
of the Cross extends, transforming itself into an anchor,

which imposes itself on the wave motion. The anchor has often been used as a
metaphor for hope. The anchor of hope, in fact, is the name that in nautical jargon is
given to the reserve anchor, used to stabilize the ship during storms. The image shows
how the pilgrim's journey is not an individual journey, but a community one, with a
growing dynamism that tends ever more towards the Cross. The Cross is not at all
static, but also dynamic, bending towards humanity as it moves forward offering the

certainty of presence and the security of hope.
(Source: Vatican website https://www.iubilaeum2025.va)

Rest In Peace: The Funeral Mass for long time parishioner Domenico (Mick) Prostamo
will be celebrated at 10am on Friday 17th January at Christ the King Church. Mick was
a parishioner at Graceville from the late 1950’s and with his wife Maria raised their
family Frank, Greg, Maria and Carmela at Frank Street. May Mick rest in the loving
arms of God whom he served and loved. Well done good and faithful servant.



I WEEKDAY LITURGIES

Wednesday 9.00 am St Joseph’s - Mass

Thursday 9.00 am St Joseph’s - Mass
Friday 10.00 am Christ the King - Funeral Mass
SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday 5.30 pm St Joseph’s
Sunday 8.00 am St Joseph'’s

9.30 am  Christ the King

6.00 pm  Christ the King

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Saturday 4.30 pm — 5.00 pm St Joseph'’s

Other times by appointment.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated
by appointment on the following Sundays of the month
2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph'’s
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King

All enquiries to the Parish Office

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may pray daily the Liturgical Prayer of the Church)
CHRISTMAS TIME
SUN, 12 JAN The BAPTISM of the LORD - Feast
(Conclusion of Christmas Time)
Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7;
Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
MON, 13 JAN St Hilary of Poitiers, bishop, doctor of the church
- Optional Memorial
Heb 1:1-6; Mk 1:14-20
TUE, 14 JAN Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28
WED, 15 JAN Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39
THU, 16 JAN Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45
FRI, 17 JAN St Anthony of Egypt, abbot - Memorial
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12
(Alt. Eph 6:10-13, 18; Mt 19:16-26)
SAT, 18 JAN Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17

SECOND WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

2nd SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Is 62:1-5; 1 Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11

SUN, 19 JAN

Youth Worker: Apply Now: Corinda Graceville Parish is
seeking a young adult to lead the Parish Youth Group. The
youth group, for ages from Year 6 to Year 12, meets each
Friday night of the school term from 6.30pm to 8.30pm, and
is assisted by other young adult leaders. Commencing in
Term 1, 2025, employment for the Youth Worker role would
be for 8 hours per week; i.e. preparation (5 hours) and
leading the group (3 hours). If you are interested in this
position please speak to Father Mark to discuss further or
email corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au

Open Music Group: Our next Open Music Group will lead
the singing at the 6.00pm Mass on Sunday 19 January. We
warmly welcome anyone who would like to be part of the
music and singing group. Just come to a practice at Christ
the King Church at 5.15pm on the day. Contact lan Larter
on 0414 811 782 for further details.

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES
GATHERING: "COME TO THE WATER"

Refrain: Come to the water! You who are thirsty!
Though you have nothing, I bid you come!
And be filled with the goodness I have to offer!
Come! Listen! Live!

1. Why spend your money on what cannot fill
the emptiness deep in your heart?
Listen to My word and you will enjoy:
goodness and peace in your heart!

2. Just as the heavens are high above earth;
my ways and thoughts beyond you!
Call me your Father and know I am near!
I will be Father to you!

3. Just as the rain falls to water the earth;
just as the seed becomes bread,
my word upon you can never return
until my longing is filled!
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
"PSALM 104: BLESS THE LORD, MY SOUL"
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Bless the Lord,my soul. O bless the Lord.
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COMMUNION: "COME TO THE FEAST"

Refrain: Come, come to the banquet.
Come, come to the feast.
Here the hungry find plenty,
here the thirsty shall drink,
here at the supper of Jesus, come to the feast.

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEGMENTS
“Come to the Water” Text: Based on Isaiah 55. Text & tune Frank Anderson © 1979 Chevalier Music

“Psalm 104: Bless the Lord, My Soul” Text: Psalm 103 (104), The English translation of Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL.

Music: Colin Smith, © 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing.

“Come to the Feast” Text: Bob Hurd, Pia Moriarty and Jamie Cortez. Text and tune © 1994 Bob Hurd
and Pia Moriarty. Published by OCP Publications.

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-640186.

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the lands
on which our parish stands, the Yuggera and Turrbal peoples.

Encounter Catholic Kids Summer Holiday program: Each
1 day event is for primary school aged children (Prep - Grade
6) and will be run across FIVE different locations in January
2025 by the Archdiocese. With the theme Eyes on the Prize
these days are filled with fun, games, activities and engaging
messages and prayer designed to give children a positive and
powerful experience of the Catholic faith. Find out locations,
dates and register at https://tinyurl.com/ECK-Jan25Holidays

Eileen Edmonds

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Pauline Apps, Joan Armstrong, Ron Atkins, Shirley Baldwin, Joan Burgin,
Margaret Byrne, Jack Cain, Bridie Carr, Anne Ciesiolka, Cath Dennis, Maureen Doherty, Wilma Evans, Gwen Fosdick, Margaret
Hawser, Mark Inmon, Maureen Inmon, Bevan Johnson, Fran Johnson, Charles Keating, Shelly Kelly, Bill Keogh, Clare Kratzmann,
Annie Little, Fr Frank Lourigan, Natalie McCauley, Neil McCormack, Damien Mollard, Lorraine Neville, Richard Niland, lan Noon,
Helen O’Brien, June O’Callaghan, Jan O’'Donoghue, Emma Parer, Genevieve Parer, lan Parer, Shelly Parer, Carmel Percival,
Evander Petersen, Erin Seymour, Jackie Stafford, Ken Taylor, Dulce Tazelaar, Sr Cyprian Thureson pbvm, Pauline Thureson,
Marilyn Tutt, Rebecca Wallace, Miriam Webb, Nick Willemsen. We remember and pray for all our parishioners living in aged care.
We pray for all who are suffering due to conflict, natural disaster and ill health.

May the recently deceased rest in peace: Domenico (Mick) Prostamo, Betty Jorgensen, Fr Joseph Truong OP, Connie Graham,

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Bridget Carmody, Patricia Fitz-Walter, Bradley Warbrooke, Mary
Martin, May French, James Mahon, May Byrne, Lindsay Powell,
Pine, Murray Pine, Flo Maher, Kathleen Grealy, Peg Armstrong, Joyce Faulkner, Allan Randall, Therese Do, Peter Pitot, Matthew
O’Dea, Bill McMullan, Maurie Bauer, Enid Esdale, Mary Campbell, Bob Kirsopp, Brian Hauff, Ernie Thorpe, Neil Stafford, Noni
Darch, Concetta Bambino, Lois Kerwick, Evelyn Dangerfield, Eva Rose McCormack, Des Kerwick

Patricia Clarke, Edwin Webb, John Ahearn, George Davis, Helena
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