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_FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
~ 8th/9th MARCH 2025

Fhe Fastor’s Fen....
Welcome to our Season and our journey into conversion that is Lent. Over the next 40
days we will have ample opportunities to hear God’s Word, reflect on it and seek God’s
help in applying its message and meaning in our lives. This Season prepares us for the
great Christian Feasts of Holy Week, culminating in the Resurrection of Christ. This is

then followed by the 50 days of the Easter Season climaxing in the Solemnity of
Pentecost.

The Lenten Gospels for this year mainly come from St. Luke.
1. Jesus’ temptations in the desert after his Baptism.
2. Jesus’ transfiguration on the Mountain top, witnessed by Peter, James and
John.
3. A story and teaching about the shortness and unpredictability of human life
and a call to convert and get on with living God’s Gospel way today.
4. The parable of the prodigal son, | think better called the parable of the
prodigally loving and generous Father in dealing with his two difficult sons.
5. Lastly, taken from St. John’s Gospel, we hear the story of the woman caught
in the very act of adultery and Jesus’ forgiveness of her while admonishing her
to ‘Go, and sin no more’.
After this Holy Week begins with Palm/Passion Sunday and St. Luke’s story of Jesus’
joyful entry into Jerusalem and then the reading of St. Luke’s Passion Gospel which
takes us to his Cross and tomb.

Now, with this outline of Lent in mind, we can focus on
the Gospel for this weekend, Jesus’ temptations by the
Devil to question his identity as Son of God and how by
trust and faith Jesus rejected the enticements, tricks and
shares used by Satan, and how we can, too.

In each of the three Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark
and Luke), after his baptism, Jesus is said to have spent
forty days in the desert, fasting and praying. In Luke and
in Matthew, the devil presents three temptations to Jesus.
The devil tempts Jesus to use his power to appease his
hunger, he offers Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if
Jesus will worship him, and he tempts Jesus to put God's
promise of protection to the test. In each case, Jesus
resists, citing words from Scripture to rebuke the devil's
temptation.

Each temptation that Jesus faces offers insight into the
spirituality we hope to develop as we keep the forty days
of the Season of Lent. We can trust God to provide for
our material needs. We worship God because God alone
has dominion over us and our world. We can trust God to
be faithful to his promises. Jesus' rejection of the devil's
temptations shows that he will not put God to the test.
Grounding himself on the Word and authority of Divine
Scripture, Jesus rebukes the devil by his confidence in
God's protection and faithfulness.

The Temptations Gospel highlights for us one of the central themes of Lent. We are
dependent upon God for all that we have and all that we are. Anything that leads us to
reject this dependency or to distrust its sufficiency is ultimately a temptation from the
Evil One. Luke ends his report of Jesus' temptation in the desert by noting that the
devil departs to return at another time. Jesus begins to realise that he will be tempted
again as he was in the Garden of Gethsemane. The depth of Jesus' trust in God is
finally shown there most fully when Jesus rejects the temptation to turn away from the
painful task God has given to him. Jesus' final rebuke of the devil is his sacrifice on the
Cross.

Jesus' responses to the temptations of the devil model how we can respond to
temptation. As we begin our journey through Lent, this Sunday's Gospel calls us to
adopt the same confidence in faith that Jesus had in the face of temptation: God's
Word alone will suffice, God's promise of protection can be trusted, and God alone is
God.

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.



Message of the Holy Father Francis for Lent 2025

Let us journey together in hope
Dear brothers and sisters,

We begin our annual pilgrimage of Lent in faith and hope with the penitential rite of the imposition of ashes. The Church, our
mother and teacher, invites us to open our hearts to God’s grace, so that we can celebrate with great joy the paschal victory
of Christ the Lord over sin and death, which led Saint Paul to exclaim: “Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O
death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” (7 Cor 15:54-55). Indeed, Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is the
heart of our faith and the pledge of our hope in the Father's great promise, already fulfilled in his beloved Son: life eternal
(cf.dn 10:28; 17:3).

This Lent, as we share in the grace of the Jubilee Year, | would like to propose a few reflections on what it means to journey
together in hope, and on the summons to conversion that God in his mercy addresses to all of us, as individuals and as a
community.

First of all, to journey. The Jubilee motto, “Pilgrims of Hope”, evokes the lengthy journey of the people of Israel to the
Promised Land, as recounted in the Book of Exodus. This arduous path from slavery to freedom was willed and guided by
the Lord, who loves his people and remains ever faithful to them. It is hard to think of the biblical exodus without also
thinking of those of our brothers and sisters who in our own day are fleeing situations of misery and violence in search of a
better life for themselves and their loved ones. A first call to conversion thus comes from the realization that all of us are
pilgrims in this life; each of us is invited to stop and ask how our lives reflect this fact. Am | really on a journey, or am |
standing still, not moving, either immobilized by fear and hopelessness or reluctant to move out of my comfort zone? Am |
seeking ways to leave behind the occasions of sin and situations that degrade my dignity? It would be a good Lenten
exercise for us to compare our daily life with that of some migrant or foreigner, to learn how to sympathize with their
experiences and in this way discover what God is asking of us so that we can better advance on our journey to the house of
the Father. This would be a good “examination of conscience” for all of us wayfarers.

Second, to journey together. The Church is called to walk together, to be synodal. Christians are called to walk at the side of
others, and never as lone travellers. The Holy Spirit impels us not to remain self-absorbed, but to leave ourselves behind
and keep walking towards God and our brothers and sisters. Journeying together means consolidating the unity grounded in
our common dignity as children of God (cf.Gal 3:26-28). It means walking side-by-side, without shoving or stepping on
others, without envy or hypocrisy, without letting anyone be left behind or excluded. Let us all walk in the same direction,
tending towards the same goal, attentive to one another in love and patience.

This Lent, God is asking us to examine whether in our lives, in our families, in the places where we work and spend our time,
we are capable of walking together with others, listening to them, resisting the temptation to become self-absorbed and to
think only of our own needs. Let us ask ourselves in the presence of the Lord whether, as bishops, priests, consecrated
persons and laity in the service of the Kingdom of God, we cooperate with others. Whether we show ourselves welcoming,
with concrete gestures, to those both near and far. Whether we make others feel a part of the community or keep them at a
distance. This, then, is a second call to conversion: a summons to synodality.

Third, let us journey together in hope, for we have been given a promise. May the hope that does not disappoint (cf.Rom
5:5), the central message of the Jubilee, be the focus of our Lenten journey towards the victory of Easter. As Pope Benedict
XVI taught us in the Encyclical Spe Salvi, “the human being needs unconditional love. He needs the certainty which makes
him say: ‘neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord’ (Rom
8:38-39)". Christ, my hope, has risen! He lives and reigns in glory. Death has been transformed into triumph, and the faith
and great hope of Christians rests in this: the resurrection of Christ!

This, then, is the third call to conversion: a call to hope, to trust in God and his great promise of eternal life. Let us ask
ourselves: Am | convinced that the Lord forgives my sins? Or do | act as if | can save myself? Do | long for salvation and call
upon God’s help to attain it? Do | concretely experience the hope that enables me to interpret the events of history and
inspires in me a commitment to justice and fraternity, to care for our common home and in such a way that no one feels
excluded?

Sisters and brothers, thanks to God’s love in Jesus Christ, we are sustained in the hope that does not disappoint (cf.Rom
5:5). Hope is the “sure and steadfast anchor of the soul”. It moves the Church to pray for “everyone to be saved” (1 Tim 2:4)
and to look forward to her being united with Christ, her bridegroom, in the glory of heaven. This was the prayer of Saint
Teresa of Avila: “Hope, O my soul, hope. You know neither the day nor the hour. Watch carefully, for everything passes
quickly, even though your impatience makes doubtful what is certain, and turns a very short time into a long one” (The
Exclamations of the Soul to God, 15:3).

May the Virgin Mary, Mother of Hope, intercede for us and accompany us on our Lenten journey
Rome, Saint John Lateran

FRANCIS




At the time of printing the following events were still planned. Please check with the parish office if there have been
changes due to Cyclone Alfred.

Children’s Liturgy: today Sunday 9th March at 9.30am at Christ the King, the next weekend on Sunday 16th March at
8.00am at St Joseph’s Corinda. All primary School aged children are invited attend Children’s Liturgy which alternates
weekly between the two churches throughout the School Term.

God’s blessings: to Chase who will be baptised at St Joseph’s Church this weekend. We warmly welcome you into our
Parish Family and the Family of God.

The 2025-27 Sacraments of Initiation program Information Night: is for parents of all children who are baptised and will
have turned 8 years of age by July 1, 2025, (usually Grade 3 children and above), regardless of which school they
attend. The premise under which this policy is implemented within our Parish, is about inviting children to complete their
initiation into the Catholic faith as part of a parish based, school supported, family centred preparation program. We will be
working together as a team to continue your child’s faith journey. An information night will be held at 6:30pm on Tuesday
11th March 2025, at Christ the King Church, Churchill Street, Graceville, for parents and children who would like to find
out more about the program - Confirmation, First Holy Communion and Penance - and the process for enrolling their child/
children in the same. Important information regarding the program will be provided at this night, so at least one parent or
guardian should attend so that you may be in the best possible position to make an informed decision on whether your family
wish to commit to the program at this time. For more information please email Melissa the Sacramental Program Coordinator
at sc.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au

Scripture Reflection / Friendship / Sharing group: will commence on Wednesday 12th March at 6.30pm in the Parish
Office. We are commencing a group to gather to break open the Word of God, share, reflect, learn and grow together. The
group will commence in Lent with the first gathering being held at 6.30pm on Wednesday 12th March at the Parish Office. If
you are interested in joining such a group and wish to learn and grow in the faith with fellow parishioners please speak to
Malia or contact the parish office. Thank you to those who have already responded.

Choir Practice: will be held on Thursday 13th March at 7.00pm at St Joseph’s Church. We would love to see some new
faces in the choir. All welcome.

Youth Group: is held each Friday night of the School Term from 6.30pm to 8.30pm at St Joseph’s Hall, Clewley Street
Corinda. A light dinner is included, as well as fun, faith, games and friendship. All youth from Year 6 to Year 12 are invited to
be part of the Youth Group. See you next Friday 14th March at 6.30pm. Please contact the parish office for more information.
Stations of the Cross: will be held each Friday night of Lent at 7pm in St Joseph’s Church.

St Joseph’s School Sponsored Mass: will be celebrated at 5.30pm on Saturday 15th March at St Joseph’s Church.

Supper after Mass: Supper will be served after the 5.30pm Mass on Saturday 15th March. All are welcome to stay.

Morning Tea: Sunday 16th March after the 8.00am Mass at Corinda. Morning tea is held every fortnight of the school term at
St Joseph’s Church. All are most welcome to stay for a cuppa and a chat.

Christ the King School Sponsored Mass: will be celebrated at 9.30am on Sunday 16th March at Christ the King Church.
Christ the King Morning Tea: will be served on Sunday 16th March after the 9.30am Mass at Graceville.

Open Music Group: Our next Open Music Group will lead the singing at the 6.00pm Mass on Sunday 16 March. We
warmly welcome anyone who would like to be part of the music and singing group. Just come to a practice at Christ the King

Church at 5.15 pm on the day. Contact lan Larter (0414 811 782) for further details.

Anointing Mass: All are welcome to attend the Anointing Mass to be held on the Feast of St Joseph at 10.00am on
Wednesday 19th March at St Joseph's Church. All are welcome and encouraged to receive the Sacrament of Anointing.

Rite of Enrolment for First Holy Communion: will be held at all Masses on 22nd and 23rd March.

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Pope Francis, Pauline Apps, Joan Armstrong, Ron Atkins, Shirley Baldwin,
Joan Burgin, Margaret Byrne, Jack Cain, Bridie Carr, Anne Ciesiolka, Carmel Cole, Cath Dennis, Maureen Doherty, Wilma
Evans, Gwen Fosdick, Les Greaves, Margaret Hawser, Mark Inmon, Maureen Inmon, Bevan Johnson, Fran Johnson, Charles
Keating, Katherine Kennedy, Bill Keogh, Clare Kratzmann, Annie Little, Fr Frank Lourigan, Natalie McCauley, Neil McCormack,
Francis McPhee, Carmel Mollard, Damien Mollard, Donald Mortiss, Lorraine Neville, Richard Niland, lan Noon, June O’Callaghan,
Jan O’Donoghue, Emma Parer, Genevieve Parer, Shelly Parer, Carmel Percival, Evander Petersen, Erin Seymour, Steph
Simpson, Jackie Stafford, Ken Taylor, Dulce Tazelaar, Sr Cyprian Thureson pbvm, Pauline Thureson, Marilyn Tutt, Rebecca
Wallace, Miriam Webb, Nick Willemsen.

We remember and pray for all our parishioners living in aged care.

We pray for all who are suffering due to conflict, natural disaster and ill health.

May the recently deceased rest in peace: Fr Leo Burke, Sr Christa Marie Therese Murphy SSpsS, June Denham, Norma Spinetti

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Edna Cook, Colin Little, Mark Plunkett, Celine Doherty, Colin
Cuthbert, Jack McLaughlin, Murray Pine, Julie McHugh, Judith Massey, Joan Crowley, May Markey




I WEEKDAY LITURGIES

Wednesday 9.00 am St Joseph’s - Mass
Thursday 9.00 am St Joseph’s - Mass

Friday 9.30 am  Christ the King - Mass
SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday 5.30 pm St Joseph’s
Sunday 8.00 am St Joseph'’s

9.30 am  Christ the King

6.00 pm  Christ the King

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Saturday 4.30 pm — 5.00 pm St Joseph'’s

Other times by appointment.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated
by appointment on the following Sundays of the month
2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph'’s
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King

All enquiries to the Parish Office

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Printed so that users may pray daily the Liturgical Prayer of the Church)
FIRST WEEK OF LENT
SUN, 9 MAR FIRST SUNDAY of LENT
Deut 26:4-10; Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13
(Z%rirai)versary of the death of Most Rev. John Bathersby,
MON, 10 MAR Lev 19:1-2, 11-18; Mt 25:31-46
TUE, 11 MAR Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15
WED, 12 MAR  Jonah 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32
THU, 13 MAR Esther 14:1, 3-5, 12-14; Mt 7:7-12
(Anniversary of the election of Pope Francis, 2013)
FRI, 14 MAR Ezek 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26
SAT, 15 MAR Deut 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48
SECOND WEEK OF LENT
SUN, 16 MAR SECOND SUNDAY of LENT

Gen 15:5-12, 17-18; Phil 3:17 - 4:1; Lk 9:28-36

Lent 2025 - Start Anew in Christ - A Reflection Program
for Individual and Group Use for Lent 2025: The last
handful of copies are available at the doors of the churches.
Cost is $5 per book. If you are able please pop your $5
donation into the parish collection, use the ‘tap and pay’
terminals or visit the parish office. You may wish to form a
group or use the book as a family or individually.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: please pray for our
catechumens and candidates who are journeying towards
full initiation in the Catholic Church. Please remember
Wesley, Andrew, Mathilde, Betty, Sofia, Max, Allan, Carly,
Ryan, Eva, and Lydia in your prayers. If you are interested
in the Catholic faith and feel a desire for the Sacraments of
the Church please speak to Father Mark, Malia or contact
the parish office for a chat.

PROJECT
COMPASSION

aﬁ Caritas
® AUSTRALIA
We pray for greater respect for the environment. May we
care deeply for Earth, the place that God has entrusted to
our care. May we celebrate the Year of Jubilee year as
pilgrims of hope, ready to find the direction towards peace
and justice that God wants for us. May we Unite Against
Poverty as we grow in respect for all life.

HOLY CROSS FUNERALS

The only funeral service owned and operated by the Catholic Church

Ph: (07) 32

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES
GATHERING: "BEYOND THE DAYS"

Refrain: Beyond the days of hope and myst’ry
we see a light of faith renewed,
and in our longing we thirst for guidance
to walk with you day by day.

1. Forty days and nights, you guide the steps of our journey.
May your presence be felt in the whisper of your voice.

2. Not on bread alone are we to walk on this journey.
Speak the words that give life to the yearnings of our hearts.

PENITENTIAL ACT: "THE CONFITEOR"

I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
[And, striking their breast, they say:]
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
[Then they continue:]
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

"KYRIE ELEISON"
Cantor/choir Assembly
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CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD (9.30 AM):
"DISMISSAL FOR CHILDREN"

We send you now to hear God’s word; God’s message just for you.
Walk with Jesus by your side in ev’ry-thing you do.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: “PSALM 91: BE WITH ME”

Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble,
Be with me, Lord, I pray

LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: "MASS SHALOM"

Refrain.: Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus;
Praise and honour, Lord Jesus Christ!

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEGMENTS

“Beyond the Days” Text and Tune: Ricky Manalo, CSP. © 1997, Ricky Manalo, CSP. Published by
Oregon Catholic Press.

“Dismissal for Children” Text: Marie-Louise Nankivell © 2008, Marie-Louise Nankivell.

Music: Mana Nankivell © 2008 Mana Nankivell. Published by Liturgical Song.

"Psalm 91: Be With Me" Text: Psalm 90 (91):1-2, 10-11, 14-15; Marty Haugen. Tune: Marty
Haugen. © 1980, GIA Publications.

"Mass Shalom" Words: Lenten Gospel Acclamation from the English Translation of Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL. Music: © 1977 and 2002: Colin D. Smith, and adaptations to
revised music 2010: Paul Mason. Administered by Liturgical Song and Willow Publishing.

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-640186.

“Kyrie Eleison” Text: Greek 4th century. Tune: Kyrie XVI, chant mode III. Excerpts from the Eng-
lish translation of the Roman Missal. © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved.

We, the community of Corinda Graceville Catholic Parish, acknowledge the traditional custodians
of the lands on which our parish stands, the Yuggera and Turrbal peoples.

18 Clewley St, Corinda Qld 4075

P (07) 3362 8777

E corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au




